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GOD BLESS AMERICA

JEFFERSON
BACKROADS

As you may
know, we love to
head over to the
coast to play a bit
when it gets all icy
cold and snowy
here in the
mountains.
 This is a cool
treehouse we
admire every time
we head west on
Highway 199 from
Grants Pass to
Brookings,
Oregon.
 This fun little
paradise is called
“It’s a Burl” and it
is located in the
town of Kirbyville,
Oregon.
 Here, you will
find some of the
most amazing,
unique, locally
hand-made art,
gifts, furniture &
raw hardwood.

Go check it out:
www.itsaburl.com.
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A Nice Batch of Regional Craft Breweries

131 Callahan Street, Etna, CA  -   (530) 467-5277
www.etnabrew.net

Fresh from the Mountains of Jefferson State

Butte County, California
 Feather River Brewing Co.
 Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.

Coos County, Oregon
 7 Devils Brewing Co.

Curry County, Oregon
Arch Rock Brewing Co.

Douglas County, Oregon
McMenamins Roseburg Station Pub & Brewery

 Wild River Brewing & Pizza Company

Humboldt County, California
Eel River Brewing Company

 Lost Coast Brewery
 Mad River Brewing
 Redwood Curtain Brewing Company
 Six Rivers Brewery

Jackson County, Oregon
 BricktownE Brewing Company
 Caldera Brewing Co.
 Opposition Brewing Co.
 Portal Brewing Co.
 Southern Oregon Brewing
 Standing Stone Brewing Co.

Klamath County, Oregon
Klamath Basin Brewing Co.

 Mia & Pia’s Pizzeria & Brewhouse

Lassen County, California
Lassen Ale Works

Mendocino County, California
 Anderson Valley Brewing Company
 Butte Creek Brewing
 Mendocino Brewing Company
 North Coast Brewing Company
 Ukiah Brewing Company

Plumas County, California
The Brewing Lair

Shasta County, California
 Fall River Brewing Company
 Wildcard Brewing Co.

Siskiyou County, California
Dunsmuir Brewery Works

 Etna Brewing Co.
 Mt. Shasta Brewing Co.

MICRO BREWERY & RESTAURANT
5701 Dunsmuir Avenue - Dunsmuir, CA  96025
DunsmuirBreweryWorks.com - (530) 235-1900

Daily Menu Specials - Live Music
Kegs & Growlers TO GO - T-Shirts

Open Tuesday thru Sunday for Lunch & Dinner
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Butte Valley Museum
Main St - Dorris, CA  96023

email: museumbv@gmail.com

Ley Station & Museum
SW Oregon & West Miner St.

Yreka, CA  96097
(530) 842-1649

Dunsmuir Museum &
Railroad Display Room

Pine Street and Sacramento Ave
     AMTRAK Station

Dunsmuir, CA  96025
www.dunsmuirdepot.com

Montague Depot Museum
230 South 11th Street
Montague, CA  96064

(530) 459-3385

Etna Museum
520 Main Street
Etna, CA  96027
(530) 467-5366

www.etnamuseum.org

The People’s Center
The Karuk Tribe

64236 Second Ave.
Happy Camp, CA 96039

(530) 493-1600
www.karuk.us

Fort Jones Museum
11913 Main Street

Fort Jones, CA  96032
(530) 468-5568

www.fortjonesmuseum.com

Siskiyou County Museum
910 Main Street - Yreka, CA

96097
(530) 842-3836

Genealogy Society of
Siskiyou Co.

Research Library
912 S. Main Street - Yreka, CA

96097
(530) 842-0277

www.siskiyougenealogy.org

Mt. Shasta Museum
1 North Old Stage Road
Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

(530) 926-5508
mountshastasissonmuseum.org

Heritage Junction Museum
320 Main Street

McCloud, CA  96057
(530) 964-2604

www.mccloudchamber.com

Tulelake Museum
800 South Main Street
Tulelake, CA  96134

(530) 667-5312
www.tulelake.org

Klamath Basin NWR
Visitor Center
4009 Hill Road

Tulelake, CA  96134
(530) 667-2231

www.fws.gov/klamathbasinrefuges

Weed Historic Lumber
     Town Museum

303 Gilman Avenue
Weed, CA  96094

(530) 938-0550
www.siskiyous.edu/museum

Lava Beds National Monument
1 Indian Well Headquarters

Tulelake, CA  96134
(530) 667-8100

www.nps.gov/labe

WWII Valor in the Pacific
   National  Monument
800 South Main Street
Tulelake, CA  96134

(530) 260-0537
www.nps.gov/tule

www.siskiyouchambers.com

Local Radio
CAL TRANS

Road
Conditions

AM 1610
OR CALL

1-800-427-7623

Oregon Road
Conditions

1-800-977-6368

KSYC FM 103.9
Yreka

Country & Rock

KSIZ FM 102.3
FM 107.1
Yreka

Classic Rock

KZRO FM 100.1
Mt. Shasta

Classic Rock

KTHU FM 100.7
Chico

Thunderheads
Classic Rock

KBOY FM 95.7
Grants Pass
Classic Rock

KSJK AM 1200
Jefferson

Public
Radio

News & Info

KLAD FM 92.5
Klamath Falls

Country

Rockin the
Backroads!!

www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/page/
siskiyou-county-museum

(530) 852-2767
www.sisqfair.com

George Jennings,
The EGG and SCBTP

Coordinator
siskiyouegg@gmail.com  - Project Email

www.facebook.com/CycleSiskiyou

www.CycleSiskiyou.com

CYCLE SISKIYOU



Jim Hendricks
Owner

30 Commercial Way
PO Box 30

Etna, CA  96027
(530) 467-5678

www.etnarvp.com
email: etnarvp@sisqtel.net

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE PARK, INC.
- RV Park

 - Store
 - Self-Storage

See Back Page For Advertising Rates & Publication Contact Info

2 & 18 BREW PUBS - Breweries, Tap Houses & Pubs in The State of Jefferson
27  Butte Valley Chamber Businesses & Information
20-21 Calendar of Many Upcoming Local Events
10  Cycling Event - Art of Survival Century
20  EVENT:  Fire Trek on May 2, 2015 in Klamath River
16  Dunsmuir Railroad Depot & Museum News
17  EVENT:  Klamath River Community Hall - Old Time Turkey Shoot
21  EVENT:  Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Regional Big Game Banquets
8-9  EVENT:  Sewing, Quilting, Crochet and Embroidery Classes
19  EVENT:  Siskiyou Central Credit Union Sportsmen’s Expo & Chainsaw Competition

24  Historic Miner Street, Yreka, California
32 & 35 Local and Regional Maps
4  Museum and Chamber of Commerce - Local Tourism Info
10  Poetry by Iethiopia Lowe
8-9  Quilting - Hand-Crafting Businesses and Classes
25 & 34 Senior Services & Information
22  STORY:  “Discovering the State of Jefferson” by Gail Jenner
12  STORY:  “Dunsmuir History” by Ron McCloud
30  STORY:  “Historical Markers of our Region” by Bill Wensrich
28  STORY:  “J & D Family Diner” by Michelle Fain
6  STORY:  “Pioneer Stories” by the Jennifer Bryan of GSSC
33  STORY:  “Yreka Computer Tidbits: “Setting up a New Tablet Can be Easy”
14  STORY:  “Yreka History” by Claudia East
25  Veterans Services - Events & Information

WE LOVE SMALL TOWN AMERICA
Cover Photo of a Cool Treehouse

in Kirbyville, Oregon taken by Michelle Fain

WELCOME ABOARD!!
This happy little local publication is made

possible ONLY thanks to the paid advertisements
you see within these pages, and because of our

beloved writers, readers and subscribers.

If you would like to join our advertisers and
surround your own business, community organization
or upcoming events with our amazing stories, please

give us a call or send us an email.

Please take a moment to
let these generous businesses know you saw their Ads

and stories in Jefferson Backroads.  It really
DOES make a difference!

Open Mon thru Sat
8 am to 5 pm

Closed Sunday

Nature’s Kitchen

Cafe & Espresso
Vitamins - Supplements - Gifts

412 S. Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097

(530) 842-1136

For all your plumbing, electrical,
well & pump services

- Oxygen
- Lift Chairs
- Wheel Chairs
- Hospital Beds
- Walkers
- Sales & Rentals
- Local Service

Scott Valley Respiratory Home Care, Inc. Corporate Office
1714 South Oregon Street - Yreka, CA 96097 - (530) 841-3000

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT - LOCALLY OWNED

On Call 24-Hours 7 Days a Week

Most Insurances Billed
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A Flair of the Pacific Northwest
Regional Wines  -  Cocktails  -  Craft Beers

Locally Grown Natural Beef, Pork & Fresh Fish
Free Range Chicken & Eggs

Fresh Local Organic Produce
Vegetarian Entrees
Amazing Desserts

Call for reservations.  Open 7 days a week.
Full Service Catering Available.

1013 South Mt. Shasta Blvd., Mt. Shasta, Ca  96067
(530) 926-3372     www.LilysRestaurant.com

Pioneer Stories:
Hudson Bain Gillis

 Hudson was born in New York in 1842. His mother was
born in Scotland but raised in India, her father being a British
soldier. Her parents died in India when she was 13 years old
and a missionary sent her to Philadelphia.  Hudson’s  father’s
family had arrived in America before the Revolutionary War.
 Hudson’s Great-Grandfather Robert Gillis fought in the
Revolutionary War. His Grandfather James L Gillis fought in
the War of 1812.  His father Ridgeway B. Gillis was
educated in New York and moved with his family to
Pennsylvania.  Ridgeway had an adventurous spirit and in
1844 purchased 160 acres in Iowa and moved the family
there.  In 1850 Ridgeway was struck with gold fever and
went to California with a partner, leaving the family in Iowa.
In 1853 Ridgeway returned to Iowa and tried to sell his farm.
Having no luck he left the family again returning to
California.  In 1858 he started leading wagon trains from
Iowa to Salt Lake City.   In 1860 Ridgeway got a government
appointment to manage the farms on Pawnee Reservation and
his son Hudson accompanied him to Nebraska.   Ridgeway
Gillis held high regard for education and made sure each of
his 8 children had a liberal education.
 Hudson B. Gillis attended Iowa Wesleyan University in
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa and the last two years of his studies he
concentrated on law.   In June 1869 Hudson graduated and
left for California with the intention of making the Pacific
Northwest his home.  Hudson studied law with George
Cadwallader in Sacramento for a short time and by late 1869
arrived in Siskiyou County to study law with Judge E. Steele.
 Hudson taught school to make ends meet and was
admitted to the Bar of Siskiyou County in 1871.  It was not
long before Hudson B. Gillis had developed a lucrative law
practice and later became the head of the Bar of Siskiyou
County.
 Hudson B Gillis served his local community in many
public positions.  Hudson was elected to the position of
District Attorney in 1875, serving 4 terms.   He also served as
a County Commissioner and helped negotiate the closure of
Klamath County, California and the creation of Siskiyou
County.   Hudson served on the School Board for 8 years and
the High School Board for two terms.
 Hudson B. Gillis also served as the Vice President of the
Siskiyou County Bank for 10 years.  He was a Vice President
and one of the organizers of the Denny Bar Company (the
first business in California to franchise).   He was a Director
and the attorney for the Yreka Railroad from its creation.   He
was also a member of the firm of Harmon & Gillis, which
handled the affairs of the largest livery stable in Siskiyou
County, handled mining claims, farming interests, sawmills
and lumber business, including the Sisson Mill & Lumber
Company.

 Hudson Gillis was an active member of the Howard Lodge; he
held the position of Worshipful Master for 3 years.  He was a
Commander of Mt. Shasta Commandery, filling all stations in the
Grand Commandery up to Grand Captain General.  He also
commanded the 12th Division of the Parade of the
Triennial Conclave held in San Francisco, Sept. 1904.

Researched by Jennifer Bryan of the
Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County

Hudson and Anna Gillis - Historic Photos Courtesy Genealogical Society of
Siskiyou County.
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Current Address:
231 NE Terry Lane - Grants Pass, OR 97526

(541) 472-4999 - 1-800-359-6331

Moving SOON - 8/10 of a mile past
Josephine County Fairgrounds

New Address Will Be:
1581 Redwood Avenue - Grants Pass, OR 97527

ð MOVING
SOON!

 In the Fall of 1871, Hudson married Anna M. Reynolds.  Anna was born in Ohio but came
to Scott Valley with her parents Isaac & Maria Reynolds in the 1850’s.   The Reynolds family
had Revolutionary War ancestors.  Anna’s father was a prominent Methodist Minister of Ohio,
Virginia, Iowa and California.
 Hudson and Anna Gillis had 4 children and adopted one.  Only the 2 boys survived
childhood.  In 1895 Hudson built the iconic Gillis House, which still stands today on the corner
of North Oregon and Yama Street in Yreka.  At the time the house construction started it was
the largest house in Yreka, boasting 7,562 square feet of living space in three stories.  In 1897
and 1898 electrical and telephone service was added to the house.   The house remains today
looking much the same as it did in 1895.
 Hudson and Anna’s two sons attended Belmont Prep School in Oakland and University of
California in Berkeley.   The eldest son Claude E. Gillis returned to Yreka after finishing his
studies; married and lived in his parents’ home after his
father died in 1907.   Claude also became an attorney and
later was appointed Judge in Siskiyou County.    Claude and
his wife Ethel had one son, Hudson B. Gillis, II, he did not
survive childhood.   Claude died in 1954 and Ethel lived in
the Gillis House until she died in 1966.   With no surviving
heirs left in Yreka, the house was sold and the furnishings
were auctioned off.
 The Gillis family had been an important part of Yreka
and Siskiyou County for 97 years. ♦

Pioneer Stories
Continued from Page 6

The Genealogical Society of
Siskiyou County, California

912 S. Main Street
Yreka, California 96097

(530) 842-0277
gssc1@att.net

www.siskiyougenealogy.org

Call for Information:
Memberships

Research Classes
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Supplies - Classes - Retreats
Experienced Friendly Staff

Robin King & Diane McKoen, Owners

P.O. Box 298
109 E. Front Street
Merrill, OR  97633

(541) 798-5955

Tater Patch Quilts

www.TaterPatchQuilts.com

990 2nd Street SE, Bandon, OR 97411
(888) 456-2430 www.woolcompany.com

fasturn
“The perfect tube turning system...”
Made by a bunch of girls and Dan in Medford, Oregon, USA

Fabric - Notions - Books - Quilting, Sewing & Crafting Workshops
(800) 729-0280
(541) 772-8430
email:  fasturn@yahoo.com

3859 S. Stage Road
Medford, OR 97501

www.fasturn.net

Hours:
M-F 9-5:30
Sat 10-5
Sun 11-5

TM

Project Linus - Quilting Workshops
Sew Days on 1st Wednesday of the Month

Shadow Mountain Rec Center
Mt. Shasta, California
www.ShastaLily.org

Open Hours:
Monday - Friday    11:30 am to 10 pm
Saturday       Noon to 10 pm
Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri   11:30 am to 2 pm
Dinner Buffet Fri - Sat  5:30 pm to 8 pm
Sunday      Noon to 9 pm

Traditional Chinese Foods

210 W. Miner Street
Yreka, California

(530) 842-3888

Foods To Go

Mandarin - Szechwan - Cantonese - Peking

Weston’s Quilting & Crafts
Helping You Create for Over 45 Years!

414 Chestnut Street
Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

(530) 926-4021

Hours: Tue-Sat 10am-5pm
Michaela Weston, Owner

See us on Facebook! Classes:

Wednesdays & Saturdays
2pm to 4pm

All Classes 7 classes for $45

Weston’s Quilting & Crafts
414 Chestnut Street

Mt. Shasta, CA  96067
(530) 926-4021

Art Quilts &
  Embroidery
  with Mickey Weston
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UPCOMING SEWING CLASSES
Saturday February 28

10 am - 3 pm
U.F.O. Saturday!

Bring Your Un Finished Objects!!
And 15% off Fabric!!

Call Farm Girl Antiques/
Needle in a Haystack Quilt Shop

at 640-0617 to sign up or for more info!

Locally Owned & Operated

24 HOUR FUELING - Open 7 days a Week
250 E. Webb Street - Montague, CA 96064

(530) 459-3414

Co

rtright’s

Market & Deli Buy One Pizza and Get the
2nd Pizza for $1.00 !!

This coupon good at Cortright’s Market in
Montague, California thru February 28, 2015

TAKE AND BAKE
PIZZA SPECIAL!!

COUNTRY QUILTERS
& HAND-CRAFTERS
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Yankee Doodle Dandy Visits the State of Jefferson

by Iethiopia Lowe
     July 23rd, 2014

Years before automobiles and flight
The proudest event in Sisson was the Fourth of July
Red, white and blue bunting decorated every home in sight
Former residents returned so as to not let tradition pass them by

Sunshine and oak leaves gently settle
Blue sky and an overgrown green field
The bandstand made of wood and metal
It was a festive time because of the yield

The picnic was such a draw
Townsfolk converged in a sea of parasols
And hats of wool and straw
The city park began to swell

Carriages were parked by the fountain
Horses tethered to the hitching post neighed and nagged
Snow was caked on the summit of the mountain
Every school boy and girl carried patriotic flag

The band wore shakos and capes and held their brass
Waiting for the bandleader’s wand to raise and dip
A freight train rolled by letting out a blast
The band played “Battle Hymn of the Republic”

That morning there was a grand parade
Floats and mascots awed the crowds
Fireworks were saved for when the light began to fade
It was a lightshow, colorful and loud

Light bursting and then falling afar
Fifty stars sparkle in the night
And then a bright new star
Fifty-one it is and it’s bright.

www.survivalcentury.com

Photo of Iethiopia Lowe in Mt. Shasta City
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David Smith,
Insurance Broker

License #OD53727

Auto � Home � Health
999 So. Main Street
Yreka, CA  96097

530-842-1500 Office
530-598-8581 Cell

3 J’s Deli &
Mini Mart

Ken Joling  &  Earl Joling

Store (530) 436-2208
Fax (530) 436-0351

Office (530) 436-0364
Fax (530) 436-0380

Exit 766 off I-5
338 A-12 Hwy
P.O. Box 174

Grenada, CA 96038

Email: threejs@cot.net

GAS & DIESEL
PROPANE

FOOD & DRINKS
ATM - ICE
CHAINS

OPEN
6am to 9pm

7 days
a week!

3104 Harry Cash Road - Montague - Ca - 96064
www.mtshastanaturallygrown.com
(530) 906-3865 Dave and Kim Stillian

Mt. Shasta Naturally Grown

Open Weekends 10am-5pm. Weekdays by Appt.

Seasonal Vegetables, Garlic,
Onions, Herbs & Free Range Chicken Eggs

Quality Custom Homes - Remodel - Repair - Design
Serving The State of Jefferson for 40 years

Michael D. Swords - Contractor Lic 951813
michaeldswords@hotmail.com

PO Box 64
Castella, CA 96017

(530) 227-5897

Montgomerys Meat Co.
Meat - Deli - BBQ &

Custom Processing
Eric Montgomery

488 S. Weed Blvd.
Weed, CA 96094

(530) 938-0203

montgomerysmeats@att.net
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5836 Dunsmuir Ave.,
Dunsmuir, Ca
(530) 235-4539

www.dunsmuirhardware.com

pen Every Day
Major credit cards accepted

ounded in 1894 by Dunsmuir’s first mayor,
Alexander Levy, and continuing today as a
blend of the traditional small town mercantile
and a modern TRUE VALUE hardware store.

by Ron McCloud
Owner of Dunsmuir Hardware, Dunsmuir, California

DUNSMUIR
HISTORY

Visit the

John Lisle
(530) 842-3989

308 W. Miner Street - Yreka, Ca
Expert Cuts - Fades - Flat Tops

Gary P. Allen, CPA
An Accountancy Corporation

gary@gpacpa.com

Certified Public Accountant
    Management Consultant

  (530) 842-1226
Fax (530) 842-7344

PO Box 1166
1019 South Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097

Breakfast Everyday
Lunch Monday - Friday

Steve Hector, Owner

610 So. Mt. Shasta Blvd.
Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

(530) 926-9944

MountShastaPastry.com

 Just south of Dunsmuir – outside the city limits and across the
county line in Shasta County – is a quiet road only about three quarters
of a mile long.  Its name comes from obvious origins: as a place from
which towering Castle Crags can be seen.  If Crag View Drive could
speak it could tell a long history of traffic along its length.
 The Siskiyou Trail which ran along the Sacramento River, was
probably at first a faint game trail used by animals between watering
spots and feeding areas.  Native Americans perhaps in pursuit of game or
traversing between camping spots or fishing access followed the trail and
it became more visible as a foot-path.  The earliest European explorers
and trappers naturally followed the same paths.  Hudson’s Bay Trappers
in the 1820s were in pursuit of beaver and otter that populated the river
and its tributaries.  One of the first of these was Michael LaFranboise
who made annual treks for about ten years and made crude maps of the
trail for others to follow.
 From settlements in central California to others in the Pacific
Northwest, the Siskiyou Trail became an important link.  Ewing Young
in the 1830s drove herds of horses and cattle to the north, camped
somewhere near the base of Castle Crags, and no doubt passed along
what is now Crag View Drive.  Traversed by footsteps and hooves, the
trail became more established and was used by mule pack trains to carry
travelers, mail, and needed supplies to settlements to the north. Another
trail from the town of Shasta (west of Redding) to Yreka avoided the
rugged Sacramento River Canyon by going over the Scott Mountains,
following what is today Highway 3.  In 1858 the Lag and Kenyon Stage
Line began to run a daily stage between Shasta and Yreka.  That trail,
known as the Trinity-Shasta Route, was an easier and safer route than the

Siskiyou Trail.
  The Siskiyou Trail up the Sacramento River Canyon
however, was much shorter and in 1852 James Freaner – a
hero of the Mexican War - was granted a state franchise to
build a wagon road along the Sacramento River.  Freaner
was killed by Pit River Indians before it was completed
and the task was picked up by Judge A.M. Rosborough
and Samuel Lockhart who completed improvements to the
trail in 1858.  Mules were still required to carry goods the
forty miles from the Pit River to Soda Springs.  Ross
McCloud who operated an inn at Upper Soda Springs on
the spot we know today as Tauhindauli Park had
completed a stage road from his inn to Yreka and he
attempted to improve the road south from his inn to the Pit
River.  Ross McCloud no doubt hoped that completion of
the road would bring increased traffic to his inn, but he ran
out of money and gave up on the project.

“Crag View Drive”



Kimball’s
Auto Body & Paint

Brett Kimball, Owner
108 Davis Road  Yreka, CA  96097 - (530) 842-9484
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Mona M. Carr, CIC
Independent Insurance Agent since 1981

CA #OA65427  - OR #841716  - NV #17779

Intermountain

43223 Hwy 299E
Fall River Mills, Ca 96028

800-655-6561

Farm - Ranch - Stables - Auto - Homeowners - Business
INSURANCE SERVICES INC.

(530) 842-1996 or 842-3591
(530) 842-1739 fax

CA BRE#10522563

www.siskiyoucountypropertiesonline.com

1299 S. Main Street, Suite A
Yreka, CA  96097

Dunsmuir History
Continued from Page 12

On property originally known as "Joker's Trading Post," the SS Motel
served travelers on Highway 99 until the coming of the Interstate.  The SS

Motel is now gone and in its place is a mobile home park near the south
end of Crag View Drive.  photo - Ron McCloud.

 Starting in 1860, Elias Stone and his sons
worked on completing a toll road up the canyon.
Amazingly, they built 21 bridges over the
Sacramento River and its tributary canyons and
ravines.  Severe weather and floods drove the
Stones into bankruptcy but their work is
memorialized by the Stone Memorial Turnpike
signs on Interstate 5 north of Shasta Lake.
Brought to a standstill due to legal entanglements,
the road fell into disrepair until Dr. Louis
Autenrieth took over the project in 1868.  He
repaired bridges and established a permanent and
reliable road in 1870.  An interesting story is that
Dr. Autenrieth had an “unusual” physical build
and was nicknamed “Kettlebelly” by stage drivers
who used the toll road.  Kettlebelly Ridge in Castle
Crags Park bears that name today.
 When the toll road was completed, William Sullaway ran a
stage line carrying passengers and freight between Pit River and
Yreka.  The road however, was so narrow that wagons could not
pass each other in many sections and maintaining the  crude  road
was  always  a  challenge.  In  1875  the  toll  road manager,
Robert Hanlon, built a stage stop station on the east side of Crag View
Drive and a two story inn across the road near the present site of the
Railroad Park/Crag View Drive exit from Interstate 5.  He controlled the
toll road gate, kept stock for the stage coaches and provided lodging for
the drivers and passengers.  The Hanlon house burned down in 1942.
 The road up the canyon called the “Soda Springs-Pit River Turnpike” by
the Stones and the “Sacramento River Toll Road” by Dr. Autenrieth
included that short stretch we know as Crag View Drive.  With further
improvements it became known as the Pacific Highway, in 1912 it became
State Highway 99, and in 1926 was designated U.S. Highway 99.
 A number of businesses operated on Crag View Drive in the 1930s and
later.  They included Cosentino’s Cabinet Shop, established in 1936 in a
building that still stands.  Others were Joker’s Trading Post which later
became the SS Motel, Mary Lou’s Grocery with cabins to rent, Judge’s bar
and dance hall, and the Casa Loma bar and restaurant at the south end of
Crag View Drive.  Most of these businesses declined when traffic was
diverted from Highway 99 to Interstate 5 in 1960.  The largest business on
Crag View Drive was the Dunsmuir Lumber Company located between
Crag View Drive and the railroad.  It was established in 1934 and burned in
a spectacular fire in 1953 that old timers still tell about.
 Today Crag View Drive provides access to a number of private
residences “just over the line” from Dunsmuir.  It’s colorful past isn’t
obvious, but ask some of the long-time residents about the dances at Judge’s
or the wild Saturday nights at the Casa Loma.

Ron McCloud is co-author with Deborah Harton of a history of
Dunsmuir published by the Arcadia Publishing Company in 2010.  He is the
owner of Dunsmuir Hardware which traces its beginning to 1894. ♦

we believe.
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 Join us each month for Claudia East’s fascinating historical stories of
the town of Yreka, California.   Feel free to read & follow Claudia on her
blog at: http://yrekahistory.blogspot.com.

HISTORY OF YREKA
by Claudia A. EastKlander’s Deli

211 South Oregon Street
Yreka CA 96097

(530) 842-3806

“Sandwiches are our Specialty!”

 Each month a story on Yreka appears in this column, but this month will
be a bit different, what if one wanted to learn about a specific aspect of
Yreka History, where would one turn?  There are many places where one
can learn about Yreka and Siskiyou County and the suggestions that will be
discussed here will only be the tip of the iceberg!
 Learning about our National Historic District a person can walk down
Miner Street and on each building a plaque is permanently adhered  that
gives a very brief, but interesting history of the building.    If you haven't
taken a walk and read the plaques, take the time to do it!  Walking around
Miner Street and even other streets like Broadway, Oregon Street, or Fourth
Street one may find new signs in windows with a QR Code and a
designation that “This Place Has History” or similar saying.  This is a
current project underway by the Siskiyou History Alliance to bring our
history alive to locals and travelers alike.   Folks can scan the QR Code with
their smart phone and in one click be taken to a story and photos or
historical information about that building or place.  Not all buildings have
these new signs, as mentioned it is a project currently underway.  Keep an
eye out for more to come!
 Did you know that in addition to our National Historic District that
Yreka also has a Historic District designated by the City of Yreka? In broad
terms, the National Historic District encompasses Miner Street (from Main
Street) up to the old Carnegie Building, and Third Street from Miner to
Lennox Street, the Yreka Historic District includes places like our historic
Catholic Church, the former St. Mark's (currently Yreka Preservation)
around to the Fire Department and the Gillis Mansion.  All of the districts
and buildings within fall under the City of Yreka Title 17 Code.
 Looking for historical information can be found in many places in
Yreka!  The Records Office at the Courthouse has large books that show the
ownership chain for homes, buildings, land.. . They will show you how to
research them if asked.  The Siskiyou County Museum houses a collection
of materials owned by either the Siskiyou County Historical Society or the
Museum that include over 20,000 photos of Siskiyou County, books, papers,
documents, etc. that have historical information to research!  This
information is available to research for free with an appointment!
 The Historical Society maintains a gift shop inside the museum and has
many local history books for sale.  The Siskiyou County Library has a
historical collection of materials as well as old Yreka and Siskiyou
newspapers on microfilm.  The Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County
(located next to the museum) has a nice collection of materials on Yreka and
Siskiyou and when they are open there are always knowledgeable folks to
help!

“Where to Find Yreka History?”

925 Lassen Lane - Mt. Shasta, CA  96067
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 to 5 - Saturdays 10 to 2

(530) 926-6562

Noah’s Ark Feed Barn
Food & Supplies for Your Pets

Toys for Your Pets
PET TAGS While you Wait

RON’S
Furniture & Appliance

Owners Ron & Dixie Cervelli

212 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd.
Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

(530) 926-0280
FAX 926-0283
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Yreka History
Continued from Page 14

Yreka Preservation  also hosts a unique historical resource,  it is
home to the Fred and Bernice Meamber Research Collection.
Currently this can be researched with an appointment or email to
Yreka Preservation.  Out of the area and looking for information?  In
older, past editions of the Oakland Tribune in a section titled, “The
Knave” are many articles about Yreka and Siskiyou filled with
interesting stories.  The San Francisco Public Library has copies of
the fabulous Sanborn Fire Maps that show the original footprints of
buildings in Yreka that span the time period from 1885 to 1939.
Many of the Universities in California also have documents, books,
and newspapers or articles ready to be researched.  And, naturally
one can simply “Google” Yreka!  Have fun looking!
 Yreka has fascinating history, go out and find a great “new”
story! ♦

405 Main St.
Etna, CA

(530) 467-5544

WILDWOOD CROSSING
COFFEE SHOP & CAFE

Find us on Facebook at Wildwood Crossing

Call for dine in

DEE 
-

LIC
IOUS!

Frosty
& Grill

415 N Mt. Shasta Blvd
Mt. Shasta Ca 96067

or pick up



 One can read Don’s complete story in STEAM DAYS IN
DUNSMUIR by Robert J. Church, Chapter 13 entitled The
Lefthand Seatbox.  Don details oil firing, the SP cab-forward
locomotives and the duties of a railroad fireman. As the year drew
to a close Don knew it was time to return to college knowing that
he had lived the boyhood dream of working as a steam locomotive
fireman.
 Don continued his interest in railroads by involvement in the
earliest planning stages of the Sacramento California Railroad
Museum, donating his railroad drawings and research
memorabilia to the Rio Vista Western Railroad Museum, and the
creation of Catenary Productions for DVD films on American
railroad history.  The last Catenary Video Productions include
four volumes on Southern Pacific’s Steam.
 Don’s last visit to Dunsmuir was for the May 2011 National
Train Day at the Dunsmuir Depot and the book signing of
STEAM DAYS IN DUNSMUIR.  All Green Lights, Don. ♦
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The Dunsmuir Museum will be closed for the
winter months from November through March 2015.

Visit us at our website.

Dunsmuir Museum
    Located at the

      Amtrak Depot
      Corner of Pine
     & Sacramento

   Dunsmuir, Ca

www.dunsmuirdepot.com

NOTE:  Folks can ride the Depot Society's "Membership
Train" by sending $10 for Depot membership and $10 for
Museum membership to PO Box 324, Dunsmuir CA 96025.
Funds raised provide for the continued maintenance of the
Amtrak Depot (the only Siskiyou stop), the Dunsmuir
Museum and Railroad Display Room.

DUNSMUIR RAILROAD DEPOT HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

Folks are asked to mark their 2015 calendars for UPCOMING EVENTS:

Apr 18th  DUNSMUIR MUSEUM reopens
May 9th  National Train Day
May 23  7th Annual PIE SOCIAL at the Depot
June 13-14  RAILROAD DAYS
July 18th  Depot Ticket Drawings
October 10 Art Walk

 The Depot Society asks the public to ride its Membership “Train.”
Depot membership is $10 and Museum membership is $10.  Checks may
be sent to the Depot Society, PO Box 324, Dunsmuir CA 96025.  All
donations are welcomed and appreciated.
 All Depot fund-raisers provide for the continued maintenance of the
Amtrak Depot (the only Siskiyou County stop), the DUNSMUIR
MUSEUM and its Railroad Display Room.
 The Depot Society thanks its members and the public for their continued
support.  See you at the DUNSMUIR MUSEUM! ♦

The Dunsmuir Railroad Depot Historical Society advises
that the Dunsmuir Museum is closed for the winter months
through March.  Do follow us on www.dunsmuirdepot.com.

Here is a little story: The Lefthand Seatbox

 The railroad community lost a good friend in Don
Olsen who passed away last August at the age of 90.  Don
spent 1947-48 as a fireman on the Southern Pacific Railroad
in Dunsmuir.  He fired all the big steam locomotives and
learned a passion for trains and all the people behind them.
 After completing his junior year at UC Berkeley he
visited a friend in Weed and learned that the railroad did not
have enough crews.  Don interviewed with J. E. Peterson,
Road Fireman of Engines, and after ten minutes he was
asked, “Can you start tomorrow?”  First Don had to promise
his parents that he would return to finish college!  Promise
was made, and Don called Peterson saying, “I’m on my
way.”
 So began his adventure firing those steam locomotives
from Dunsmuir to Klamath Falls. After a couple of weeks
as a student fireman Don’s qualifying run from Klamath to
Dunsmuir included Mr. Peterson on board.  Upon arrival in
Dunsmuir he told Don, “That was a good run, you’re a
natural fireman.”
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Klamath River Community Hall - Old Time Turkey Shoot
Traditions - Old and New

 Just a half hour from Yreka on Highway 96 along the
scenic Klamath River, the downriver KR Community
Hall is preparing to host the annual Spring Turkey Shoot.
If you didn't get to see our range improvements last fall
be certain to come in 2015.
 Thanks to a generous grant by the NRA, shooters and
visitors will be amazed at the many improvements to the
range area at the Klamath River Community Hall.   We
are now proud to showcase new custom-made concrete
shooting benches with adjustable seats that each shooter
will surely benefit from.  Also, an additional shooting
station and target areas were added to allow more events
to happen at the same time.  Metal canopies now cover
each shooting station and the patio/gun rack area where
the shooters can sign up and store their guns safely in
case of inclement weather.
 This year, our Spring Turkey Shoot will take place on
March 29, the Sunday before Easter.  The shooting starts
around 9am.  Non-shooters can play dice games and buy
splatter boards circles (no shooting skills required!) and
win the same great prizes as the shooters: turkey, ham,
bacon, salami and cheese.  Come enjoy a home-cooked
breakfast and/or lunch or just hang out by the bonfire and
watch the fun.
 The Klamath River Community Hall hosts the
Turkey Shoot twice a year, Spring and Fall.  The purpose
is twofold: to provide a safe and fun outlet for people
who enjoy shooting competitively and to raise funds for
our non-profit Community Hall.  We rely on donations
and our fundraising events to keep us afloat!!  The local
Turkey Shoot tradition that began in the 1940s continues
with us into the 21st century, we are growing and getting
better every year. ♦

- Local Gift Items
   - Silk & Dried Floral
       Arrangements
      - Gift Baskets
       - Jams & Jellies
      - Candles & Soaps
    - Handmade Rugs
  - State of Jefferson
Merchandise and more!

“Quality Wildlife Art”
621 S. 11th Street - Montague, CA 96064

(530) 598-9137 or (530) 436-2425
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Mobile Home Foundations
Steel Buildings
Concrete Work

Pole Barn & Repairs
Shops & Garages
Out Buildings

Ten Wheeler Trucks
Chip & Log

End & Belly Dump
Low Bed & Flat Bed

P.O. Box 307
Yreka, CA  96097
(530) 842-1976

CA 302082                  USDOT #1441688              MC #549997                          GEN. LIC. #751270
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Contact us by the 10th of each month to place your events or classes. Call or Email Us !!
EVENTS & CLASSES

A FEW LOCAL EVENTS:
February 7  Weed Chamber of Commerce Chinese
     Auction - Dinner & Dance
     (530) 938-4624 - info

February 7-8  Siskiyou Sled Dog Races
     Check Website to see if event will
     happen.  Hoping for more SNOW!
     www.siskiyousleddograces.com

February 12  Yreka’s 2015 Business Expo
     (530) 842-1649 - info

March 14-15  Siskiyou Central Credit Union
     Sportsmens Expo &  NorCal
     Chainsaw Carving Championship
     Yreka, California - www.sisqfair.com
     (530) 842-2767

March 29    Klamath River Community Hall Old Time
     Turkey Shoot. See AD and story on
     Page 17.

April 9-13   Ashland Independent Film Festival
     Ashland, Oregon - www.ashlandfilm.org
     (541) 488-3823 - info

May 2    Fire Trek Cycling Event, Klamath River

May 23   Art of Survival Century Cycling Event,
     Tulelake, California

Farm Girl Antiques - Needle in a Haystack
316 West Miner Street

Yreka, CA 96097
Call (530) 640-0617 to sign up or for more info!

Saturday February 28
10 am - 3 pm
U.F.O. Saturday!
Bring Your Un Finished Objects!!
And 15% off Fabric!!

Go To www.siskiyouchambers.com for more local events

Classes:

Wednesdays & Saturdays
2pm to 4pm

All Classes 7 classes for $45

Weston’s Quilting & Crafts
414 Chestnut Street

Mt. Shasta, CA  96067
(530) 926-4021

Art Quilts &
  Embroidery
  with Mickey Weston



Contact Mike Ford for more info at 888-771-2021
or email at mford@rmef.org - www.RMEF.org

RMEF Upcoming
Big Game Banquets
State of Jefferson Region

Location Date Contact Phone
Gold Beach, OR 2/7/15 (541) 661-5949
Redding, CA 2/14/15 (530) 226-3344
Chico, CA 2/21/15 (530) 384-2267
Petaluma, CA 2/21/15 (707) 522-0773
Burns, OR 2/28/15 (541) 589-2332
Grants Pass, OR 3/7/15 (541) 301-3975
Fortuna, CA 3/14/15 (707) 682-9elk
Roseburg, OR 3/14/15 (541) 459-8800
Klamath Falls, OR 3/21/15 (541) 331-1331
Salmon, Idaho 3/21/15 (208) 756-6319
Medford, OR 3/28/15 (541) 878-3699
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EVENTS & CLASSES

SCOTT VALLEY THEATRE CO. St. Mark’s Preservation Square
Events & Workshops

St. Mark’s Preservation Square
300 Lane Street

Yreka, California 96097
(530) 340-5587

Weddings, Concerts, Group Meetings and more
See our website for photos and details:

 www.yrekapreservation.org

Facilities are Available for Events!

Full Service Restaurant & Bakery
HEAVEN CAFE & BAKERY

 A SLICE
    OF

322 S. Main Street
Dorris, CA  96023

(530) 397-5493

Delicious Homemade Soups
Baking done from Scratch
Catering - Dine In - Take Out
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PARADEPANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Discovering The
State of Jefferson

By Gail Jenner – Enjoy another new story of the
many historical towns and areas scattered

throughout The State of Jefferson.

www.GailJenner.com

Local Author
Gail Jenner
is a contributor to
NPR's Jefferson Public
Radio series, "As It Was:
Tales From the State of
Jefferson." At left is her
newest book, coauthored
with Bernita L. Tickner.

Saturday - February 14th
585 Collier Way
Etna, CA  96027
(530) 467-5787

M a k e  Y o u r  R e s e r v a t i o n s  T o d a y !

Bob’s Ranch House

 As the 1840s dawned, the fur trade began to dwindle. By 1844,
there was a dramatic shift in style as the Europeans became enamored
by silk hats vs. beaver top hats. Dr. McLoughlin, although British,
turned his alliance to the Americans. He not only “saw the writing on
the wall” that America, not Britain, would take over the region, but
after his son was murdered—most likely by his own men—the doctor
turned to his own lands in the Willamette. He built a sawmill, a
gristmill, and named the nearby community Oregon City.
 In 1841, western migration became more than a trickle; with the
cry of Manifest Destiny, the future was at hand. John Bidwell’s Party
reached Sutter’s Fort in 1841, and this enticed others to follow suit.
 At the same time, the northern portion of the Siskiyou Trail
became a busy thoroughfare; in 1844, Tom McKay and his companion
Depaty transformed the “trail” into a road all the way to Oregon City.
The British fur company was forced to fall back all the way to Victoria
on Vancouver Island.
 In 1842, came “Oregon Fever” and the migration of 150 hardy
pioneers. Most were led by Dr. Elijah White and Lansford Hastings.
The next year saw 875 newcomers, and while many settled in Oregon,
those who were still seeking something different, took the well-
established Siskiyou Trail down to Sutter’s Fort.

 Stephen Hall Meek piloted a group led by Hastings in
1843. Born in Virginia, Stephen was the brother of Joe Meek,
Oregon’s most famous mountain man. He first joined an
expedition in 1831, as a trapper, and moved west. In
1833-34, he traveled to California with brothers Joel and
Joseph Walker. He began working for John McLoughlin and
Hudson’s Bay Company in 1835. He’s credited with having
entered Scott Valley (aka “Beaver Valley”) as one of the first
white men, as early as 1836, while trapping with Tom McKay.
 In 1841, he purchased the first lot in McLoughlin’s newly
established Oregon City. In 1843, he worked as a guide for a
wagon trail traveling from Fort Laramie to the Willamette
Valley. In 1845, he led an ill-fated party from Fort Hall on the
Oregon Trail via the Meek Cutoff.
 In their 1843 trek south from Oregon, Meek and Hastings
crossed paths with Joel Walker and his partner who were
driving 1200 head of cattle, 200 horses, and 600 sheep to
Oregon. The men had left Sutter’s Fort in May of that year,
and enroute met with a band of Indians who
killed several head of horses.

“The Siskiyou Trail”  Part 3
(final episode for Siskiyou Trail...)
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Discovering the State of Jefferson
Continued from Page 22

836 Sawyers Bar Road - Etna, California 96027
Call today at (530) 467-3917 or (530) 598-2853

www.alderbrookmanor.com

4 Lovely Guest Accommodations & PCT Hikers Hut.
Full delicious homemade breakfasts & free Wi-Fi.

Escape the City . . .
Come and enjoy our Beautiful Mountains!!

ALDERBROOK

MANOR
BED &

BREAKFAST

BNG
FINISH

Custom Cabinets,
Furniture & Caskets

P.O. Box 356
Etna, CA 96027
(530) 598-8518
CA Lic #914432

www.BNGFinish.com

Give us a call today so we can begin
to create custom furniture & cabinets
for YOUR beautiful dream home!

Retaliating, Walker reported, “The next day we returned the favor by
killing a good many Indians. We then resumed our journey and saw no
Indians until the next day, when they came within a hundred yards of
our camp and killed a mule. We killed more Indians.”
 Stephen married young Elizabeth Schoonover in 1845. The couple
lived in Linn City, Oregon, until 1848. They had one son, George. In
1850, Meek returned to Oregon, but returned to California and began
mining until c. 1865. In 1865, his beloved Elizabeth died, and for a
time, he returned to working as a guide and trapper. Stephen Meek
retired to Scott Valley, where he enjoyed telling stories to neighbors
and friends. He died in Etna, on January 8, 1889, at the age of 81.
 Travel in the ‘40s continued to increase along the Siskiyou Trail.
James Clyman, another mountain man/trapper, took parties of settlers
over it in 1844 and ’45, including James W. Marshall—who would
later discover gold at Coloma. Although a few trappers continued to
take beaver up and down the trail, sales continued to drop. Finally,
when Michael Laframboise, trapper for Hudson’s Bay Company,
made his way back up the Siskiyou Trail in 1843, both his report
regarding the chaotic political climate of California and the dearth of
beaver signaled the end of the great trapping era.
  The Siskiyou Trail surged again in 1848 after Marshall’s
discovery of gold lured Oregon settlers to rush south. Peter Skene
Ogden wrote that “in less than a week, two thousand of our population
started abandoning large fields of wheat, ready for the sickle, and
others began leaving them in stacks for the benefit of their cattle. Rely
on it - gold has a charm about it that is irresistible...Madness alone can
be compared to it, and we already have men becoming insane from its
effects.”
 Between the argonauts and tides of pioneers, the Siskiyou Trail
became the road by which pack trains, wagons, and stages crossed into
California and/or Oregon. Then, in the 1870s and 1880s, the railroad
finally connected Oregon and California via the Siskiyou Trail. ♦

Photo Joseph Meek (1810-1875) Courtesy Gail Jenner Collection.

Photo Stephen Hall Meek (1807-1889)
Courtesy Gail Jenner  Collection.
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Yreka’s Historic Miner Street
Natural Selections
Brown Eyed Gal Designs - Vintage Home
Bray & Associates Civil Engineering & Land Surveying
Shasta’s Chocolate & Emporium
Siskiyou Art Gallery and Antiques
Don’s Sporting Goods
Evolve Salon
Gold Nugget Printing
Dave’s Clocks
The Sewing Room & Blue Eyed Girl Design
Etna Brewing Co. Tap House
Yreka Healing Arts
Celestial Dreams Gift Shoppe
Lalo’s Mexican Restaurant
Polished Nail Salon
Madrone Hospice Heartisan Boutique
Hospice Thrift Shop
Bella ArtWorks

Yreka Elk’s Lodge
Marqueza’s Fashion Design  and Alterations
String’s Italian Cafe
New Traditions Dulcimer Shop
Farm Girl Antiques & Needle in a Haystack Quilt Shop
Franco American Hotel
Exquisite Jewelry Store
Palace Barber Shop
MacGregor’s Book Store
Ming’s Chinese Restaurant
Dinner’s Ready Siskiyou County
Ohlund’s Office Supply
Miner St. Meat Market
Liberty Arts

We invite you to come down to Miner Street - stroll around - do some shopping - have lunch -
grab a frosty cold local brew - enjoy an old fashioned ice-cream sundae - check out some antiques -
take a FUN art or sewing class - check out a new hairstyle - get a manicure or pedicure - laugh - play -
grab a fabulous dinner - check out the historic buildings - listen to some live music - create happy memories.

Historic Miner Street
Yreka, California 96097
Minutes off I-5
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Veterans Services & Benefits Include:
Compensation/Disability  Pension/Aid & Attendance
Medical/Healthcare    Vocational Rehabilitation
Educational benefits   Burial/Death benefits
Home Loan Eligibility  Obtain Military Records/Medals

Contact:  Tim Grenvik, CVSO (County Veterans Service Officer)
Siskiyou County Veterans Service Office

105 E Oberlin Road - Yreka, CA  96097
Phone:  (530) 842-8010     Fax: 841-4314

timothy.grenvik@siskiyousheriff.org

SENIOR & VETERAN SERVICES

www.miap.us
VETERAN RECOVERY PROGRAM

MISSING IN
AMERICA
PROJECT

SENIOR SERVICES
Greenhorn Grange

Yreka, CA  (530) 842-0622

Happy Camp Family Resource Center
Happy Camp, CA  (530) 493-5117

Happy Camp Senior Center
Happy Camp, CA  (530) 493-2508

Madrone Hospice
Yreka, CA  (530) 842-3907

Meals on Wheels and Veteran’s Services
Dorris, CA (530) 397-2273

Mt. Shasta Senior Nutrition
Mt. Shasta, CA  (530) 926-4611

Scott Valley Community Lunch Program
Valley Oaks Senior Center: 468-2120

Etna United Methodist Church: 467-3612
Scott Valley Family Resources: 468-2450
Scott Valley Berean Church: 467-3715
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$50 OFF CUSTOM WHEELS
When you buy a new set of 4

(Passenger and Pickup/SUV Only)

$20 OFF WHEEL ALIGNMENT
When you buy 4 new tires

(Passenger and Pickup/SUV Only)

TIRE SIPING ON SALE
Buy 3 Get 1 Free

(Passenger and Pickup/SUV Only)

SAVE 15% WIPER BLADES
Off a pair of new wiper blades

(Passenger and Pickup/SUV Only)
1508 Fairlane Rd.   (530) 842-6035
Yreka, CA 96097   www.LesSchwab.com

SAVE ON THESE
SPECIAL OFFERS
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

COME AND EXPERIENCE BUTTE VALLEY, located in extreme Northern California on Highway 97. Visit our
Chamber of Commerce Website at www.ButteValleyChamber.com or  www.bvcc.biz.

EVENT:

Local Telephone Service - DSL &
Wireless Internet - Low Income

Services - Life Line Services
(530) 397-2211

“Where you belong” - Financing Available
www.pacificcrestfcu.com

(530) 397-2710 or 1-800-570-0265

Highway 97, Dorris
Fuel - Metal Recycling (530) 397-7697

24/7 Towing (530) 938-1110

Discount Liquor and Case Pricing
Discount Tobacco

Open 7 days a week
Highway 97. Dorris (530) 397-7466

Best Authentic Mexican Food in Town!
Open weekdays 8am - 9pm

Sunday 9am - 9pm
On Highway 97 in Dorris

Volunteers Wanted!
We pay for training!

Call today (530) 397-2105

NOW OPEN - Thurs/Fri/Sat for Dinner
Join us for our Sweetheart Valentine Dinnerz
February 14 - and Bring your Cajun On for our

Mardi Gras Weekend-Feb. 20 & 21
Call 397-2097 for reservations & info.

Across from the GIANT American Flag
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Dining

Catering - Dine in - Take out
On Highway 97 (530) 397-5493

We would like to entice you to bring YOUR business to Butte Valley, California.
Butte Valley Unified School District has NO developer fees.
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J & D FAMILY DINER - HORNBROOK AND YREKA, CALIFORNIA
 J & D Family Diner is one of our newest favorite restaurants in
Yreka, California. We first heard of their legendary Hornbrook
restaurant a few years ago from our dear friend John Lisle who runs
Palace Barber Shop on Historic Miner Street.  The name of these
restaurants have the first initials of the owners:  John is from The
Republic of Malta in the Mediterranean Sea south of Sicily and Dori
is full-blooded Italian. These wonderful food lovers have been
running their Hornbrook restaurant location just about three years
now and they opened their second location on the north end of Main
Street in Yreka only about 6 months ago.  J & D Family Diner is an
especially unique type of eatery.
 We went in to check out J & D’s yummy food in Yreka only 4
days after this new restaurant opened.  It was immediately obvious
that this quaint little diner clicked all the boxes that tell me I am in
one of my most favorite food joints.  (1) They have a delightful,
clean and pleasant atmosphere, (2) their menu is unique and filled
with their many delicious homemade creations, (3) John & Dori and
all their staff are friendly, smiley and helpful, and most importantly,
(4) their meals are incredible.
 On our first visit, I tried their buffalo burger and fries.  Little did
I know that eating their delicious buffalo burger would alter my
awareness and expectations of buffalo burgers forever more.  It is
evident that John & Dori both have a deeper “sense” of how food
should be prepared and they know how to bring out the magical
properties that deliciously prepared foods contain.
 Their intimate knowledge of the meals they prepare and serve
reflects both an artful and scientific end result.  The softness of the
bun along with its perfectly toasted surface where it rests atop the
layers of freshly sliced tomato, onion and lettuce, the tangy  juiciness
of the hand-pressed, mindfully seasoned, locally raised buffalo meat
patty combine for a magical food experience.  I KNOW John & Dori
prepare and serve all their meals precisely this way.

This place doesn’t just slap their burgers and sandwiches
together in any crazy ol’ fashion… they take great pride and
they put careful thought into every aspect of the dining
experience to deliver meals to us exactly the way they know
we will best enjoy them.

 I had a very nice visit with Dori recently at their Hornbrook
restaurant. It ended up being one heck of a morning for me. I
have always yearned for and believed that in Small Town
America there exists a more delicately defined sense of
community.  In our most special rural ccommunities there is a
thread that weaves together each of its residents, businesses and
visitors.  A lovely thread that weaves together the little town
of Hornbrook, California (and now also the town of Yreka) is
J & D Family Diner.  It is a necessary and beloved part
of the community.

Yreka, California
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J & D Family Diner
Continued from Page 28

 During the two hours while I was there enjoying coffee and gobbling
down one of Dori’s mouth watering “breakfast sandwiches” with eggs,
cheese and link sausages on grilled sourdough, I chatted with many nice
people who came through the front doors.  I was also fortunate to be able to

spend some time
getting to know
both Dori and her
daughter Nicky.
  I need to admit
right now:  I do
tend to be an
“eavesdropper”
when I dine alone,
joining in on other
people’s
conversations...  I
just can’t help it!
I am pretty sure I

inherited this gene from my little Polish Gypsy momma who takes
opportunities to visit with practically everyone she sees.  Come to think of
it, I am also proud to say that my adorable race car fanatic pOp ALSO has
the same outgoing, bubbly and friendly personality.  Having come by these
positive traits of communication naturally from both of my incredible
parents, I DO listen and keep aware of what is going on around me. The art
of initiating conversation is a great way to learn all sorts of new things!
 I met a dear ol’ majestic Norwegian gentleman that morning.  As soon
as he walked
in the door I
had a feeling
that I would
be visiting
with him.
Dori greeted
him warmly
and while he
walked
straight over
to my table
and sat down,
she prepared
his usual black coffee with a couple of ice cubes. This is how well she
knows her regulars.  He and I shook hands and he told me of his early days
working a coal mine in North Dakota.  He told me when his parents first
came to America all he spoke was Norwegian.  How fabulous!  I did my
first ever foreign country report in elementary school about Norway! Some
things are just meant to be.
 I enjoyed our little chat and towards the end he mentioned his dear wife
was home, sick, in bed.  As he was finishing his coffee, Dori brought him a
cup of her delicious homemade tomato soup to take home for his dear wife
of 69 years…  I know this because I asked him how long they had been
married.  I choked-up and took a deep breath with the realization that this
sweet and dedicated couple has been tough enough and old-school enough
to stick together, through thick and thin, for so many decades. This is the
way married couples in my favorite novels and movies do things. Sweet.
  As he stood up to leave, I felt a glow in my heart for this dear man
whom I barely knew.  Many thoughts and questions swirl through my mind
about this dear man’s life, and of his sweet wife and family.  I will never
forget that moment. It was a life-altering experience for me.

 To be honest, when I first got to J & D that morning,
Dori had shared with me about one of her dearest
customers... that dear man is who came up and chatted
with me. The Lord truly works in mysterious ways.
 This experience helped me realize that the name
J & D Family Diner is more than just the name of their
restaurants. Their restaurants truly ARE the essence of
their family that is their community.  J & D Family
Diner is here for a reason.  John & Dori both have a love
of taking care of their family and they happily love them
through the meals they prepare.  They and their family
share time chatting and solving problems while
preparing meals together. It is in their blood.
 It makes me think of my own family life.  Food and
the love of preparing it while laughing and playing and
chatting together is the strongest theme for all of our
family get-togethers.  Preparing and enjoying food
together is something we all yearn for somehow.  My
fondest memories, both from childhood and in the
present time, all revolve around our family get togethers
where we all prepare and enjoy our favorite foods.
 John & Dori’s family is who they work with in both
of their restaurants.  Their family is who they think of
when drawing up their menus and also when they
prepare and serve their meals.  Their family is ultimately
everyone who comes in their doors to enjoy the
captivating embrace and experience of a true home-
cooked meal.  They appreciate their customers and it is
their home cooked meals and unique atmosphere that
beacon us back.
 Only the most special restaurants have this deep love
of food and the true knowledge of what it takes to
prepare and consciously create delicious food with love.
Only the most special spirits know that the food and
family experience is indeed a cultural gift.  John & Dori
have this gift of presenting their delicious homemade
meals with love to everyone in their family.  I am
honored and proud to share my experience and I urge
you all to go in, relax and see for yourselves.
 Hours change with the seasons at the Hornbrook
location. Give them a call for their hours.
 Breakfast, lunch and dinner are served in Yreka
7 days a week.  NOW SERVING fabulous Prime Rib
Dinners on Friday Nights at the Yreka Location! ♦

Written by Michelle Fain, Editor

J & D Family Diner
Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

15439 Hornbrook Road
Hornbrook, CA  96044
(530) 475-3333

715 N. Main Street
Yreka, CA  96097

(530) 842-1333

Papa John and Mama Dori

Hornbrook, California

Yreka, California
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HISTORICAL MARKERs of our region

CHIROPRACTIC

DONALD G. HILL. D.C.
106 Ranch Lane

Yreka, CA  96097
(530) 842-6500

Dardanelles
The Plaques of E Clampus Vitus

Umpqua Joe No. 1859 & Humbug Chapter No. 73

The thirty third in a continuing series of articles prepared by Bill Wensrich
“If you ain’t plaque’n, then you ain’t Clampin’”

 Oregon’s Umpqua Joe E Clampus Vitus Outpost, under the
oversight of sponsoring Yreka Chapter Humbug 73, relocated and
rededicated a plaque lost during the 1960s era construction of
Interstate 5 and new overpass.  Tom Daily, an Umpqua Joe
member, brought the idea forward at a meeting about relocating an
old historical plaque that had become overgrown by brush near a
freeway exit.  An expedition was mounted.  Tromping through
underbrush, Redshirts located the old plaque.  Finding the original
plaque presentation area and monument in disrepair and
inaccessible to the public, members contacted the Oregon
Governor’s office to gather information and permission.  Many
phone calls later resulted in the Oregon Department of
Transportation agreeing to pull up the monument and place it in
their maintenance yard for later ECV access.
 Meanwhile, Outpost members began discussing the notion of
placing the plaque nearby at the Dardanelles Store.  Checking
Jackson County court house records they found the people leasing
the Dardanelles store didn’t own the property.  Further
investigation revealed the store owners name.  Outpost members
contacted him, receiving permission to place the plaque on his
property.  With the original plaque intact, the old monument base
was removed.  After all the research and phone calls by Keith
Long, the Umpqua Joe monument erection crew was ready.
 Headed by Glenn Hearrell, with the help of Matt Perkins, Keith
and Ruben Robles, the crew poured the concrete base for the old
plaque and new rededication granite marker.  Now the Outpost was
ready to host their weekend Clampout Doin’s, plaque unveiling and
dedication ceremony.

 By the Friday night before the dedication things were
jumpin’ at the Doin’s Clampsite.  Umpqua Joe’s cook crew
kicked off the weekend spring function with a feast fit fer large
bellied Clampers.  Chief Clamp Chef and Old Prospector Glenn
“stumble” Hearrell served Umpqua Joe’s “Braves!”  Brave
Clampers then sampled a Friday five course chow down
consisting of barbequed baby back ribs, salmon, Oregon oysters
and Oregon red (chili) complimented by a nice salad.  Yours
truly did a little on the job trainin’ fer some of the young Bucks
wantin’ ta know how ta cook up a hundred half shells or two of
oysters.  Gary “Gato Pelon” Kammerer and Ricky “Rickshaw
Walks Naked With Dogs” Schrier did the oyster shuckin’.
Hallelujah!  Saturday morning rolled in with perfect sunny warm
weather, unbelievable for Oregon that time of year.  With barely
time for breakfast, Wagon Master Zeke called the column of
ECV vehicles together for a short march down Interstate 5 to the
Dardanelles.
 April 26, 2008 under sunny southern Oregon skies at the
Dardanelles store, Humbug Chapter and their Outpost
rededicated one of southern Oregon’s famous historical plaques.
Coordinating the event, Outpost Vice Wagon Master Keith
“Longhorn” Long, Old Prospector Glenn Hearrell, Yreka’s
Humbug Steve “Zeke” Van de Bogart and store owner Donnie
Stoner conducted an outstanding ceremony attended by 40
Redshirts and approximately 25 civilians    Dardanelles’
proprietress Donnie spoke to the crowd followed by the usual
retinue of blessings and toasts from Umpqua Joe’s appointed
indignitaries.  To say the least, the Plaquin’ was a grand success.
Pictures just can’t do it justice.  Ya should’a been there.  This
was an outstanding day, outstanding historical monument
resurrection and dedication.

Old Historical Plaque Above and New Plaque on Page 31-at right.



Page 31

Historical Markers
Continued from Page 30

 Looking back in time over 150 years ago, entrepreneur
Davis Evans first promoted the area as Evansville in 1857
where he operated a ferry across the Rogue River at the
Dardanelles.  He later constructed the first toll bridge in the
area.  However, it was William Green T ’Vault who named the
settlement Dardanelles.   T ’Vault was a prominent
southwest Oregon pioneer who started this settlement south of,
and across the Rogue River from the present town of Gold Hill
just upriver from Rock Point.  At this point the river passes
from the wider valley into a much more constricted section,
with hills close on each side.  Apparently this natural setting
suggested the Strait of the Dardanelles to T ‘Vault, although it
could hardly be more than a suggestion.  The original
Dardanelles gets its name from the city Dandanus.
 Dardanelles, Oregon became a place of importance during
the Rogue Valley pioneer days.  Its post office was established
October 19, 1852, with William G. T ‘Vault postmaster.  T
‘Vault’s log home was designed with small holes all the way
around it.  The holes were just big enough to stick a gun barrel
through to fight off the Rogue Indians.  All of the Euro-
American settlers would rush to T ’Vault’s home to seek
protection.
 T ‘Vault, a newspaper editor of prominence with a wide
range of interests, was married to Ronda Boone Burns,
granddaughter of Daniel Boone.
 To view this plaque take Interstate 5 to southern Oregon.
Use exit 40 and proceed to the west side of the freeway.  About
one hundred yards or so up the north side of the road is the
Dardanelles general store.  There in the parking lot you will find
the plaque.  Just up the road at Exit 43 is the Del Rio winery
where you can also view the Rock Point Hotel and Stage Stop
plaque. See the new plaque below. ♦

Sketch above and Photo below of store front with Keith and
James “Dirt” Ordway–submitted by Bill Wensrich.

Serving Siskiyou County for 32 years
412 South Main Street, Yreka, California  -  CA Lic #516471
(530) 841-1841 - Show Room     (530) 465-2308 - Business
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Siskiyou County, California - State of Jefferson Region

McCloud

Siskiyou Pellet Mill
Larry Dancer

9539 Old Hwy 99
Grenada, CA  96038

(530) 436-2241

Nutrena Feeds &
Cargill Salt304 Maple Street - Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

Dine In - Take Out - Delivery
530-926-2821

in tiny batches on our vintage 1936
roaster and delivered weekly to finer
cafes and groceries in the North State.

NORTHBOUND
C O F F E E R O A S T E R S
www.northboundcoffee.com

Eagle Creek Electrical Design Services, Inc.
Computer Aided Design - Drafting & Detailing

Full Service Electrical Design
Michael Ash - (530) 468-2671 - www.eceds.com
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If you were one of the millions of people who recently received a
new or used tablet for Christmas or Hanukkah, or even for your
birthday, you are not alone. And, if you are one of the many people
who ask themselves, "Now what do I do with it?" You are definitely
not alone.
 At Yreka Computer,  we see people come in with all kinds of
tablets, from companies like RCA, Polaroid, Samsung, and others,
from 8" to 14", who perhaps purchased one for a grandchild or other
relative, and want to know how to set it up. Sometimes they received a
used one from a friend.  And in most cases, they just want to know
how to use it.
 Some tablets, like Samsung Galaxy, or the iPAD from Apple, can
be more straight forward than others, but they all have one thing in
common - you need to set it up to make it your own.
 The thing about these tablets, is that they may include a user
manual, but the thing is so tiny that you need a magnifying glass to
read it. So, you charge it up and what do you see? A screen with a
padlock on it....?  What the....?
 "Tech Savvy" people may just swipe the screen and move on. But,
others may be a little hesitant to touch it.  And after spending $80.00 to
$500.00 or more on the device, they may not feel comfortable handing
it right over to the kid.
 The good news is that once the tablet is set up with an account,  it
is very easy to start downloading applications and having fun. Tablets
are great for taking pictures and videos and sending them to friends
and family. You can make scrapbooks. You can play games. You can
keep notes, and keep up with your calendar. You have probably seen
the Dish commercials that talk about watching TV shows. There are
NetFlix, Hulu, Pandora Music stations.... and more games! Most
"apps" are free, and if not, they cost somewhere between 99cents and
$5bucks.
 Yes, tablets are very fun, and easy to get addicted to.  They are
devices that rely on wireless networking.  And if your home computer
does not have that capability, you can often upgrade your cell-phone to
be a wireless "hot spot"  through your  phone service. You do not have
to put in financial information if you plan on only downloading free
apps.  Tablets rarely, if ever, get infected with viruses...at least not yet.
Now is the time to try one out if you are thinking about it.
 So, how do you get started on the road to tablet fun? There is help
at Yreka Computer.  "I can do a general Android tablet set-up for
about $45.00. Sometimes less, or sometimes a little more depending on
how much personalization a customer wants," says Jean Sylwanowicz,
Yreka Computer Store Manager. "I have a tablet myself, and I must
admit, the more I know about it, the more I use it. It's a fun device, and
practical, too."  There are many accessories for tablets, like Blue-Tooth
keyboards and speakers, protective cases and more. If you have a
wireless printer, you can print web pages, photos, documents and other
files from the tablet.  For someone who does not need full computer
capability and likes to get on the internet, a tablet is a less expensive,
virus free way to go.
 Yreka Computer can set up your tablet account, show you how to
download applications,  and use settings to get the most out of your
tablet. "The best thing to do is call us and set up an appointment. I will
sit with the customer and set up the system usually in less than an
hour," says Jean.

 Yreka Computer is a computer repair retail store
located on 1107 S. Main Street in Yreka, next to the
Klamath Lodge. The store specializes in computer Tune-
ups, Data Transfer, Computer Repair, Windows classes and
other personal and business IT (Information Technology)
Solutions. The store has recently added a new two-sided
bright yellow sign to help customers more easily find the
location. For questions or more information contact Mark
Donahoo, owner, or Jean Sylwanowicz at 530-842-5423. ♦

Dave Duerr
6737 N. Hwy. 3

PO Box 534
Fort Jones, CA 96032

530-468-5444

Mean Gene’s Gas
Fuel and Oil Distributor

Scott Valley, CA

Call to set up
Local Delivery
PRODUCTS: Gasoline, Red Diesel, Highway Diesel,

Kerosene, Oil and we now carry Wood Pellets.

“Setting Up a New Tablet Can be Easy...Or Maybe Not...”
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Siskiyou County District Attorney Elder Abuse Victim
Advocacy and Outreach Program (530) 842-8102
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Photo of Dutchman Peak Fire Lookout by Jaime Tarne

19 Counties of Extreme Northern California & Southern
Oregon that make up The HISTORIC State of Jefferson

Legend:
Pacific Crest Trail

Oregon
California

United we stand.

State of Jefferson
Locations !!

MT. SHASTA, CA

PARADISE, CA

REDDING, CA

YREKA, CA

GRIDLEY, CA

GRANTS PASS, OR

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
MEDFORD, OR

WILLOWS, CA

Beautiful and Rugged Siskiyou County is the Very Heart of The State of Jefferson!



Advertising Rates
Good through March 2015

**NOTE:   A $40.00 set up fee
applies to each new AD design.

FULL COLOR - FULL PAGE ADs
only $240 per month !!

4 x 8 Full Color Ads are also Available
for only $160 per month !!

AD SIZES & RATES PER MONTH

CARD B/W  2x3 ½  only   $40/mo
SMALL B/W  4x4  only   $80/mo
HALF PG B/W 4x8  only $144/mo
FULL PG B/W 8x10 only $200/mo

 JEFFERSON BACKROADS is proudly published for the Hard
Working, Old School & Patriotic Rebels who live in or travel through our
Rugged & Beautiful State of Jefferson. We focus on the positive, the fun,
the amazing local businesses, the history & THE ADVENTURE!!
 Our papers are distributed in the first week of each month throughout
Siskiyou County and surrounding counties.
 Deadline for ads, articles or events:  10th day of the month.
 Subscriptions available by mail within USA for only $36 per year which
covers postage and handling. Please mail check payable to Jefferson
Backroads:  P.O. Box 344, Grenada, CA  96038.  Include your full name,
mailing address, and a phone number.  FYI: It can be read ONLINE
24/7/365.  Thank You!
Editor:    Michelle Fain
Feature Writers: Ralph Fain  Gail L. Jenner
     Claudia East  Robert Pasero
     Ron McCloud Bill Wensrich
     James Ordway
Printed by:    Cascade Printing, Klamath Falls, Oregon

Jefferson Backroads started up in April 2010. Anyone can
read our publications each month FREE via our website.

All content © 2010-2015 by Jefferson Backroads.
All Rights Reserved.  We LOVE Small Town America!

We Honor Our Veterans.
We Support Our Troops.
Let’s Bring ‘em HOME...

Michelle Fain     Ralph Fain
Owner-Editor     Side Kick

PO Box 344
Grenada, CA 96038
(530) 640-0100 www.JeffersonBackroads.com
email:  JeffersonBackroads@gmail.com


