
Current Events - History - Business & Adventure from The Heart of The State of Jefferson !

 FREE LOCAL INFORMATION GUIDE

A happy little publication OCTOBER 2013

Read our Monthly Publications
 Online ANYTIME at

www.JeffersonBackroads.com -
Click on the Back Issues Tab.

Declaration:
The Rugged &
Beautiful State of
Jefferson will remain
the Home of Quality,
Old World, Down to
Earth, Substantial and
Meaningful Industries,
Ideals, Self-Sufficient
People and Deeply
American
Patriotism.



Fresh Hot or Cold Coffees & Teas   -  Real Fruit Smoothies
Delicious Homemade Muffins - Scones - Cookies & Brownies

Easy off - Easy On the Freeway - I-5 at Exit 773
Conveniently Located across the way from the

Baymont Inn & Suites and Black Bear Diner in Yreka

Thanks a Latte - 143 Moonlit Oaks Avenue - Yreka, CA  96097 - (530) 842-9500

OPEN 7
DAYS

A WEEK

Yummy Locally Owned
Drive Thru & Walk Up Window

Coffee Shop in Yreka !!
Thank You SO

MUCH for your
Support over the
past year since

we started
Thanks a Latte!

We look forward
to serving you
long into the

future!
Come by and see
us any time for a

tasty treat!

Page 2                                             Autumn is the most incredible season. Enjoy Every Moment!
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If you live in the Continental U.S.A., you can also
order your merchandise on our website through
the U.S. Mail. Send check or money order for $25
for each item, which includes California Sales
Tax (PLUS add $5.00 for each item to cover
shipping and handling) to Jefferson Backroads,
PO Box 344, Grenada, CA  96038.  Include our
order form from the Merchandise Tab on our
website:   www.jeffersonbackroads.com.  Call
if you have questions:  (530) 640-0100.  Thank You!

Tshirts

STATE OF JEFFERSON ADVENTURE STUFF

TOTE BAGS
Made in USA

Heavy Duty
100%Cotton

Canvas.
Size: approx
14”h x 20”w

Black tote
with locally

designed
colorful
screen
printed

design &
strong

handles.

Design on front of T-shirt

T-shirt Design on Back is approx. 8 x 11 inches

Tshirts are Made in America,
heavy weight 100 % cotton,
pre-shrunk. Locally designed
and screen printed.

Short Sleeve Mens
T-shirt Colors:     Chocolate
When available Black
    Ash Gray

Mens Sizes:   Large
    X-Large
    2-XL
* Special Order Larger Sizes

FLEX
FIT
BALL
CAPS

Compass Design Close-up

You can get your state of

Caps locally designed &
embroidered. Color:
Charcoal Gray

3 Sizes:  Small/Med
    Med/Large
    Large/XL

T-SHIRTS MADE IN
THE USA

Hats Made in Bangladesh

at black bear diner in yreka!
jefferson adventure stuff

TOTES MADE  IN the  usa
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Cover Photo:  Lovely Train Trestle on the
Sacramento River north of Dunsmuir by M. Fain.

3104 Harry Cash Road - Montague - Ca - 96064
www.mtshastanaturallygrown.com
(530) 906-3865 Dave and Kim Stillian

Mt. Shasta Naturally Grown

Open Weekends 10am-5pm. Weekdays by Appt.

Seasonal Vegetables, Garlic,
Onions, Herbs & Free Range Chicken Eggs

 Shasta valley Meats

410 S. 11th Street
Montague, California

(530) 459-5149
Open 7 days a week

8am-5pm

Custom Butchering  Retail Meats
Custom Smoking   Family Packs
Wild Game Processing Deli, Burgers & Fries

Visit the

John Lisle
(530) 842-3989

308 W. Miner Street - Yreka, Ca
Expert Cuts - Fades - Flat Tops

“When everything seem to be going against you,
remember that the airplane takes off against
the wind, not with it ....”

       Henry Ford



We represent the forgotten
American - that simple soul

who goes to work, bucks for a
raise, takes out insurance,

pays for his kids’ schooling,
contributes to his church

& charity and knows there
just ain’t no such thing

as a free lunch.
–Ronald Reagan

jPage 6                                              Autumn is HERE!  It’s the most wonderful time of the Year!

 Bob Pasero is Orland's retired Police Chief. Orland is in Glenn County
which is at the southern end of The State of Jefferson! Bob writes for the
Sacramento Valley Mirror and we will be re-printing some of his fascinating
articles from his column: "On the Road - Adventures in the State of Jefferson."
 Bob is also the National Chaplain for an organization called The Missing
in America Project, a Veteran Recovery Program. Please go to www.miap.us
for more info.

“On the Road to . . .”
by Bob Pasero

On the Road to Shangri-La - Part III (final)

Kimball’s
Auto Body & Paint

Brett Kimball, Owner
108 Davis Road  Yreka, CA  96097 - (530) 842-9484

 Those who know me will tell you that I’ve never met a museum I
didn’t like. Yet, there are some museums that rise to a “higher level.”
Today we will take one final look at James Helton’s Shangri-La, or,
Weaverville if you prefer, and we will visit one such museum. Come
along as we get On The Road to Shangri-La…one last time.
 Weaverville was a very early gold rush city in the “northern mines”
district. Gold was discovered here in 1849. Initially Weaverville was
little more than a tent city but the surrounding creeks, rivers and
hillsides continued to give up gold in significant amounts and the city
grew. By 1852 the city had transitioned to wooden structures and
suffered the nemesis of all gold rush communities – fire. The city would
eventually rebuild with ‘fire proof’brick buildings equipped with
“fire-safe” steel doors. A number of the historic gold rush era brick
buildings remain in the historic district.
 Weaverville’s 19th Century citizenry ranged from the wealthy,
landed gentry of Europe (Baron and Baroness Le Grange) to miners
from around the world. You can meet many of Weaverville’s early
residents on the walking tour of Weaverville’s historic cemetery. There
you will meet successful businessmen, miners and even Weaverville’s
famous ‘Soiled Dove,’ “Madame Marie” Legogneur. As informative
as the walking tours are, as beautiful and historically significant as the
Chinese Joss House is, and as entertaining and enthusiastic as her
citizens are, there is one place in Weaverville that is a must see on any
trip to this community. I am referring to the “J.J. ‘Jake’ Jackson
Memorial Museum and History Center.” The J.J. Jackson museum is
one of those rare, “higher level” museums mentioned earlier.
 When I am “working” (as I laughingly call my field research) I
don’t call ahead or make special “arrangements.” I don’t want special
treatment. Rather, I want the same experiences as a casual visitor would
have. That way I can report honestly on the experience. I realized a
long time ago that I was no Stanton Deleplane and that honesty, not
exaggeration, was most important in my columns.  (Stanton Deleplane
was a Pulitzer Prize winning travel writer for the San Francisco
Chronicle for over 53 years. He turned in his last column then passed
away on April 18, 1988.)
 On a recent trip to Weaverville I intentionally saved time for a long
anticipated return to the J.J. “Jake” Jackson Museum, a jewel in the
crown of the Trinity County Historical Society. This is no ordinary
small town museum. It truly is a magnificent facility with cultural
diversity, historical significance and one of the most complete libraries
of didactic material to be found in any gold rush community museum.
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On the Road to . . .
Continued from Page 6

Open Hours:
Monday - Friday    11:30 am to 10 pm
Saturday       Noon to 10 pm
Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri   11:30 am to 2 pm
Dinner Buffet Fri - Sat  5:30 pm to 8 pm
Sunday      Noon to 9 pm

Traditional Chinese Foods

210 W. Miner Street
Yreka, California

(530) 842-3888

Foods To Go

Mandarin - Szechwan - Cantonese - Peking

Irish ancestors from my maternal Grandmother’s side
settled in Trinity County during the 1850s. One day I plan
a much longer visit specifically to research my genealogy.

 The museum takes its name from early Weaverville
resident J.J.“Jake” Jackson who, along with his brother,
donated a substantial collection of early firearms dating to
the pre gold rush era to start the museum. Originally, as
with many small community museums, the exhibits were
housed in the local Courthouse. However, the collection
of historic documents, textiles, and other exhibits
eventually outgrew the available space and a new facility
was needed. The historical society set about assessing the
needs of the exhibits, upgrading the textile storage facility,
and expanding and rotating the exhibits. A “purpose built”
structure was needed and in 1971 that goal was achieved.
Today the J.J. “Jake” Jackson Memorial Museum and
History Center stands as a model of what is possible
through dogged determination, hard work, and a dedicated
group of volunteers.
 The Museum is a history center in every sense of the
word. Casual visitors, those researching their ancestry, and
historical scholars all will find their need for information
fulfilled. The textile exhibit alone houses over 1,300
different exhibits ranging from garments and rugs to
household linens, quilts, flags and banners representing
various fraternal orders. Other exhibits housed in the
museum include displays of Trinity County’s early mining,
farming, ranching, transportation, Native American and
Chinese history.
 Adjacent to the museum is a fully functional
blacksmith and tin shop. But my favorite area of the
museum is outside of the museum building proper.
Walking the museum’s grounds is like stepping back in
time. A ditch tender’s cabin from the 1890s sits on the
grounds. The ditch tenders were charged with maintaining
the ditch that channeled water for what was, at the time,
the largest hydraulic mining operation in the world: the
LeGrange Mine. Every timber and board in the cabin was
painstakingly numbered. It was then dismantled from its
resting place on a hill overlooking Weaverville,
transported to and reassembled on the grounds of the
museum. The cabin is an open history book of the
hydraulic mining period of the area.

 Charles Bowles, better known as “Black Bart” attempted to rob
the Weaverville to Redding Stage in 1880.  His robbery was foiled
when he discovered that the strong box had been bolted to the floor of
the stage. That stagecoach, photo at left, one of two that ran the
Weaverville to Redding route, has been painstakingly restored and is
on display at the museum. The stagecoach can often be seen leading
local parades and at other community functions in Weaverville.
 Additionally, the only fully functioning stamp mill on the west
coast, the “Paymaster” stamp mill, is housed on the grounds of the
museum as is a functioning monitor (a large nozzle) used during the
hydraulic gold mining era. A turn of the century portable saw mill was
located, moved to the grounds and has been completely restored. It is
fully functional and lumber cut with the saw mill is often used in
ongoing restoration projects at the museum.
 For a weekend getaway, Weaverville is the place to go. The folks
in Weaverville will make you feel welcome and the city is a joy to
experience. Perhaps I will see you in the history center as we get on
the road to the J. J. “Jake” Jackson Museum and History Center in
Shangri-La. ♦

Photos courtesy Bob Pasero.



Open from 10am-2pm on the third Saturday each
month and for town events. Museum will

be closed for the winter months from
November through March 2014.

Railroad Display Room
    Located at the

      Amtrak Depot
      Corner of Pine
     & Sacramento
   Dunsmuir, Ca

    For Info:  call
   (530) 235-0929

Page 8                     Never ever say “there is nothing we can do,” for that is a total loss of faith and determination.

BREWERY & RESTAURANT
5701 Dunsmuir Avenue - Dunsmuir, CA

DunsmuirBreweryWorks.com
(530) 235-1900

131 Callahan Street, Etna, CA  -   (530) 467-5277
www.etnabrew.net

Fresh from the Mountains of Jefferson State

Two amazing
siskiyou county

BREWERIES

DUNSMUIR RAILROAD DEPOT NEWS
The Dunsmuir Railroad Depot Historical Society's RAILROAD

DISPLAY ROOM and the work-in-progress Dunsmuir Museum
will be open October 19th from 10-2 pm and also for the Dunsmuir
Art Walk event from 1-6 pm at the Amtrak Depot. The Depot's
waiting room will feature a local artist.
 We had a great response to our request for RAILROAD DAYS
buttons. And Vic Petrovic's polo shirt with many buttons was
located in the Museum archives. However, we need buttons for '61,
'66-'71, '73-75, '94, '96-2000, and '13. Please call Rita Green for
more information at 530-235-0929.
 The RAILROAD DISPLAY ROOM and the Museum will be
closed for the winter months November through March 2014. ♦

Try our Famous Philly!

5942 Dunsmuir Avenue
Dunsmuir, California

(530) 235-2902

Burgers, Fries & Great Shakes!
Eat In - Take Out
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Tulelake-Butte Valley Fair: Starting a Tradition

 Something interesting about our sleepy little town is that we have
a deep seeded rivalry with the neighboring town of Tulelake. Ask
anyone from either side and they'll be happy to tell you why their town
is better. The rivalry started with the athletic competition between our
two high schools and has carried over into, well, everything.  Now this
isn't just casual rivalry, we take it very seriously.
  It is important to understand this, so you will realize how
impressive it is that once a year, our two towns come together to put
on the Tulelake - Butte Valley Fair.
 Before the fair was established, anyone wishing to show livestock
had to transport their animals south to Yreka for the Siskiyou Golden
Fair, which as you can imagine was quite a hassle.  There had also been
the Rotary Junior Livestock Show that had been sponsored  by the
Tulelake Rotary Club, but it only ran from 1949 to 1951 and did not
gather the attention that a full blown fair would.
 To solve this problem, Chet Main, Dan Crawford, Ivan Rose,
Charlie Weiss and Otto Schultz decided to start the Tulelake - Butte
Valley Fair.  The problem however, was that the State had decreed that
no more fairs were to be established in California. Odd thing to put a
ban on, isn't phit?  Well, with our area's classic stubbornness, the
committee refused to take 'no' for an answer.
 With the help of Senator Collier and despite the opposition from
the Western Fairs Association, a bill was passed allowing the Tulelake
Butte Valley Fair to be established. In 1952, the first fair had to be held

outside the high school in Tulelake, as there were niether
fair grounds nor the funds to rent another town's fair
grounds.
  With the help of Congressman Clair Engel, the board
was able to get the title for a 35 acre alfalfa field in
Tulelake that was owned by the  Bureau of Reclamation
and it is still home to the Tulelake - Butte Valley Fair to
this day.
 The fair has changed with the communities and has
been enjoyed by people from both towns since 1952. The
event is now just short of being an official holiday. (The
Butte Valley High School takes an entire week off to
prepare for and participate in the fair.)
 Usually held in the first week of September, there are
activities such as the livestock showings, a gallery of local
artists, shopping booths, a carnival, and sideshow
performers.  This celebration is all reigned over by two
Fair Queens: one fom Butte Valley and one from Tulelake.
Sound fun?  Come check us out next year!  Image below
courtesy Tulelake-Butte Valley Fair board. ♦

Story by Miss Emily P. Taylor of the Butte Valley Historical Society
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Saturday October 12, 2013
8am - 2pm

California Native Plant Society
Annual Fall Plant Sale

Shasta College Horticulture/Farm
area 11555 Old Oregon Trail

Redding, CA  96003

Sale of over 1,300 California native
plants, books, posters & notecards.

Please Contact: Jay or Terri Thesken
at (530) 221-0906.

Proceeds go to Scholarships.

Clarity Medical Spa
106 Ranch Lane, Suite B
Yreka, California 96097

(530) 842-3261
Rachel Dunn-Black, MD. Owner.

Monday - Friday
9 am - 5 pm

Evenings and weekends
by appointment

www.claritymedicalspa.net

- Laser Resurfacing
- Botox® Injections
- Juvederm® Injections
- Laser Hair, Vein and
 Pigmented Lesion
 Removal
- Facials & Waxing
- Massage
- Microdermabrasion
- Manicures & Pedicures
- Acne Treatments
- Acupuncture Facelift
 and more . . .

Our Services
Include:

Check out our  website for  monthly specials!

All medical procedures performed by Dr. Dunn-Black.

in tiny batches on our vintage 1936
roaster and delivered weekly to finer
cafes and groceries in the North State.

NORTHBOUND
C O F F E E R O A S T E R S
www.northboundcoffee.com

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTERS
1508 Fairlane Road - Yreka, CA  96097

(530) 842-6035

On Saturday, October 5th the Jefferson Mountain Bike
Association will host young riders, ages 6 to 16, for a youth
mountain biking event. The ride is part of a nationwide celebration
known as Take a Kid Mountain Biking Day, supported by the
International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA).   Families
welcome!   JMBA welcomes all local riders who want to have a fun
day on their bikes. Here’s everything you need
to know:

· Event will be held at Upper Greenhorn
Park from 2 pm – 5 pm

· Helmets are mandatory
· Be sure to bring a water bottle
· Parents are encouraged to ride too!
· Waiver forms will be required

 Club members will lead rides for all ability levels.  Helmet
checks will be provided by Scott Valley Bikes.  A bike care clinic
will be conducted by Badger Mountain Bikes.  Hot dogs will be
provided for the kids thanks to a donation from Siskiyou
Distributing.
 Jefferson Mountain Bike Association formed in the spring of
2012 when a local group of mountain bikers decided to join together
to improve the mountain biking experience in the Yreka area.  We
have riders of all ages and abilities and encourage anyone who is
interested in the sport to join us.  www.imba.com/join.
 If you are interested in joining the club for a meeting to learn
more, please contact Club President Brenda Nystrom
brenda@jeffersonmountainbike.com or visit our website at
www.jeffersonmountainbike.com.
 More info: http://www.imba.com/resources/kids/index.html.

Take a Kid Mountain Biking Day Celebration
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ounded in 1894 by Dunsmuir’s first mayor -
Alexander Levy - and continuing today as a
blend of the traditional small town mercantile
and a modern TRUE VALUE hardware store.

5836 Dunsmuir Ave.,
Dunsmuir, Ca
(530) 235-4539

www.dunsmuirhardware.com

pen Every Day
Major credit cards accepted

by Ron McCloud
Owner of Dunsmuir Hardware, Dunsmuir, California

DUNSMUIR
HISTORY

Don & Sengthong Phelps
Restaurant (530) 235-4770
Blue Sky Room 235-1046
5855 Dunsmuir Avenue
Dunsmuir, CA  96025

We know your pet is a member of your family
and will always treat your pet with respect during aftercare.

PET CREMATION & MEMORIAL PRODUCTS

2818 Laverne Avenue
Klamath Falls, Oregon 97603
(541) 891-5253
TracksToHeaven.com

Variety of Urns - Memorial Products
Paw Print Impressions

Keychains - Garden Stone
Memorial Plaque

“A Brief History of Dunsmuir’s Historic District”
It was springtime, 1976 – the year of America’s bicentennial – and life was good.  Dunsmuir’s

tranquil business district was a slice of small-town Americana in the mountain morning fresh air
– like a Norman Rockwell painting.  Bud Bauer would be at his desk in the insurance office next
door to the dress shop where Betty Crowe fussed with a window display.  Barnett’s furniture
store was just opening as Daryl and Dorothy prepared for the day’s activities.  The EDD office
wasn’t open yet but Beverly Minuth was already there – early as usual.  Ron, the new guy in the
hardware store which he’d just bought from Nick Melo and Jim Lockhart, was out in front
sweeping the walkway.  Howard Jones and Chris Stromsness, the town’s lawyers weren’t in yet

– maybe a court day – but the door to the Canyon Bakery was
open and Bob Parker was letting those delicious aromas drift out
onto the street and in through the open door of the pharmacy where
Vic and Maggie Petrovicks were already busy.
  Not quite 10:00am yet so the Bank of America and Mister
G’s clothing store weren’t open yet, but John – Bud – Ekwall at
the bank and Guido – Bill – Mei at the clothing store would be
there soon.  Orm and Gertie Clark were already busy in the
Dunsmuir Auto Parts. Grace Renoud hadn’t opened the Garden
Court flower shop yet - but was already there dealing with an early
delivery of fresh flowers.  Bob Sisting was just unlocking the door
to “The Big Lick” – the Big Liquor and Sporting Goods store and
there was already activity at the Dunsmuir Leatherworks as Bill
Morgan coordinated the day’s work schedule.  Patty Koschnick’s
beauty salon and Carl Churchill’s jewelry store in the Travelers
Hotel mall weren’t open yet although Jack and Evelyn Stevens
had the open sign in the Siskiyou Appliance store window and
were ready for business.  Fred Felix was also ready for business
in Fred and Shirl’s bar – and was already pouring coffee for early
morning patrons.  Sue Kermode hadn’t opened her Stars and
Stripes children’s store yet – must  be  running a  little  late,  and

"Many of the buildings in this circa 1928 photo are still standing and the
Dunsmuir Historic District looks much the same - thanks to historic
preservation efforts. Power poles are now gone though, and automobiles
are a bit more sleek. Photo, Ron McCloud"
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Dunsmuir History
Continued from Page 12

Restaurant
Beer & Wine
Catering
Banquet Room
Holiday Parties

Bob’s Ranch House

Prime Rib Friday and Saturday Evenings

Live Music on Wednesday Evenings

- Family Atmosphere
- Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner
- Famous Homemade Pies

585 Collier Way
Etna, CA  96027

(530) 467-5787

Jack Smith’s shoe store wouldn’t open until close to
noon.  Curly Luttrell and Chet Carlson were already
doing haircuts and Donna and Patty’s restaurant was
in the midst of breakfasts.  Bill Hatfield’s print shop
– next to the Dunsmuir News office had been busy for
some time – filling early print orders.
 But wait!  What was going on in front of that new
real estate business?  A large sign was being erected
– a very large sign with garish red and black letters
that projected out over the walkway.  It was so large
in fact that it blocked the view of smaller signs in front
of neighboring businesses.
 By that afternoon word of the new sign had spread
to other business owners – concerned that visibility of
their own signs might be jeopardized.  An inquiry at
the Dunsmuir city hall revealed that nothing could be
done.  There was no ordinance limiting the size, design
or placement of signs or how they might impact others.
Any business could display a sign that blocked its
neighbors and could be any size, color, shape or design
even though it might present a shabby appearance that
made the whole business district look cluttered and
unattractive. A delegation of business owners attended
the next city council meeting and urged that some
controls be placed on signage.  That business group
was given a challenge from the mayor – the business
owners should draft an ordinance and bring it back to
the council for action.
 That challenge was the beginning of Dunsmuir’s
Historic Business District.  A committee of business
owners was formed and over the next few months they
contacted state and federal agencies for legal
definitions and guidelines.  They communicated with
other towns in Northern California and Southern
Oregon to see how they had dealt with the problem.
It became apparent that signage was only one problem.
There was a larger need for a theme which would
define the signage and overall appearance which best
fit the community.  Publication of the committee’s
efforts in the local newspapers raised public awareness
and interest.  Suggestions boxes were placed at city
hall and the library so that citizens could give their
thoughts regarding a theme for the town. “Historic
Railroad Town” was the overwhelming favorite.
 The legally established historic districts in Yreka,
California and in Jacksonville, Oregon inspired the
committee to begin thinking about a Dunsmuir
Historic District. And in a stroke of good fortune,
contact was made with a graduate student at Oregon
State University who was interested in helping with
the formation of Dunsmuir’s historic district as an
academic project.  That student spent many hours in
studying the town’s history, economy and structure
and was the guiding spirit in the intricate project.
Boundaries for the district were defined.  Meetings
were held with business and property owners to solicit

their support.  Multiple state and
federal forms were completed to
comply with requirements for
establishment of the district.  The
historic district ordinance was
developed and a series of public
hearings were held.  The ordinance was
adopted into the city code and the
Historic District Management
Commission was appointed as an
advisory group to the Planning
Commission and to oversee the district.
  Dunsmuir’s historic business
district is now 35 years old and has
evolved from an attempt to deal with a
relatively minor signage problem to
what is today a vital part of the town’s
personality.  The efforts of the Historic
District Management Commission are
obvious.
   Attractive signage, undergrounded utilities, compatible color schemes,
and pride in storefront appearance give the business district its character.
There is a growing interest and appreciation for heritage, history and
antiquity in our country and as older towns such as Dunsmuir age, the
importance of preservation increases.  Defining the important historic
elements of a community and taking steps to preserve them isn’t an easy
task and Dunsmuir is fortunate to have survived the challenges of doing
so. ♦

Ron McCloud is the co-author with Deborah Harton of a history of
Dunsmuir published by the Arcadia Publishing Company in 2010.  He is
the owner of Dunsmuir Hardware which has a history going back to 1894.
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 Join us each month for Claudia East’s fascinating historical
stories of the town of Yreka, California.   Feel free to read &
follow Claudia on her blog at: http://yrekahistory.blogspot.com.

HISTORY OF YREKA
by Claudia A. East

 The need for water during the dry months became more
evident and as early as 1853 the Yreka Ditch Company was
formed with the purpose of creating some sort of flume from
the Shasta River to the mines both north and south of Yreka.
Eventually a decision was made to create a channel rather than
use a flume the entire distance. In due course the ditch was
created and dug entirely by hand with crude tools of the era.
It was completed within two years - an amazing feat
considering its length. The ditch is approximately 95 miles
long and begins on the Shasta River just northwest of present
day Weed. Although only about 30 miles “as the crow flies”
the ditch winds around the foothills of the Shasta Valley on
the western slope and in some areas travels west considerable
distance. The ditch ran the entire west side of the valley and
ended at Canal Gulch in Hawkinsville north of Yreka.
 According to Silva it was March of 1856 when water was
turned into the ditch at the Shasta River, but because of a
variety of problems such as squirrel holes, seepage and
unsettled soil and leakage in flumes that crossed small ravines
it took the water five months to reach Yreka. Once up and
running, however, it delivered 21,000 gallons of water per
minute and was sold to the miners for their use in placer mining
at 50 cents per “miner’s inch.”
 Much of the “big ditch” can still be viewed today as one
travels between Yreka and Weed area along the hillside to the
west. Parts of the ditch are gone and the land no longer bears
any resemblance to it ever being there, but sections of it are
actually still in use today, other sections are visible but have
filled in with soil due to erosion and appear quite shallow!

“The Big Ditch”
 It was 1851 when the first gold was discovered on Yreka
“Flats” and within a very short time the area was crawling with
miners hungry to find the promise of gold! Placer mining was the
technique for the area and worked well as long as water was
available. By late fall, however, water became in short supply.
According to Richard Silva in his extensive research and his
publication, “The Big Ditch” (published by the Siskiyou County
Historical Society and Museum in 2002) he states that water, or
“liquid gold” was “so limited that some miners made more money
selling it [water] than panning for gold.”

Photo submitted by Claudia East. View of Shasta Valley from
Big Ditch.

Quality Custom Homes - Remodel - Repair - Design
Serving The State of Jefferson for 40 years

Michael D. Swords - Contractor Lic 951813
michaeldswords@hotmail.com

PO Box 64
Castella, CA 96017

(530) 227-5897
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History of Yreka
Continued from Page 14 LOCAL RESTAURANTS

Open Mon thru Sat
8 am to 5 pm

Closed Sunday

Nature’s Kitchen

Cafe & Espresso
Vitamins - Supplements - Gifts

412 S. Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097

(530) 842-1136

Full Service Restaurant & Bakery
HEAVEN CAFE & BAKERY

 A SLICE
    OF

322 S. Main Street
Dorris, CA  96023

(530) 397-5493

Delicious Homemade Soups
Baking done from Scratch
Catering - Dine In - Take Out

W
IL

DWOOD CROSSINGCOFFEE HOUSE
405 Main St.

Etna, CA
(530) 467-5544

Breakfast Everyday
Lunch Monday - Friday

Steve Hector, Owner

610 So. Mt. Shasta Blvd.
Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

(530) 926-9944

MountShastaPastry.com

 Several names have been used in reference to this engineering
marvel of its day, according to the information in Richard Silva’s
book, among the more well known names were: The Edson-Foulke
Company Ditch, The Big Ditch, and the China Ditch as well as the
Yreka Ditch. Silva goes on to point out that Chinese laborers did
not construct the ditch; it was completed by miners, farmers, and
other individuals. Apparently, the Chinese were quite involved
with continuing the maintenance of the ditch once it was completed.
 A copy of this great read, The Big Ditch, by Richard Silva can
be purchased at the Siskiyou County Museum Gift Shop. ♦

jimistreasures.com

        Mouth-
     Watering
  Jams, Jellies,
   Jalapeno Jams,
       BBQ Sauces
         &  Syrups
          cooked in
       small batches!

(530) 436-2301

Photo submitted by Claudia East. Big Ditch
running along hillside from Gazelle Callahan Road.



Page 16            “I don’t believe in a government that protects us from ourselves.”  Ronald Reagan

ane’s MarketL
Hwy 97 - Dorris, CA  96023

(530) 397-2401
Open 7 Days a Week

Fresh Meats - Groceries - Game Processing

BNG
FINISH

Custom Cabinets,
Furniture & Caskets

P.O. Box 356
Etna, CA 96027
(530) 598-8518
CA Lic #914432

www.BNGFinish.com

Give us a call today so we can begin
to create custom furniture & cabinets
for YOUR beautiful dream home!

by Ralph Fain

Backroads
        Adventures

PRODUCTS:  Gasoline, Red Diesel, Highway Diesel,
Kerosene, Oil and we now carry Wood Pellets.

Mean Gene’s Gas
Fuel and Oil Distributor

Scott Valley, CA

Dave Duerr
6737 N. Hwy. 3

PO Box 534
Fort Jones, CA  96032

530-468-5444

Call to set up
Local Delivery

 The “old ways.” Jeez, I must be getting old when our country has
devolved to the point where the things I was taught as a youngster are
forgotten, shunned or downright demonized. Fewer and fewer people
possess the skills necessary to track, shoot, field dress and butcher their
own meat whether venison, bear or small birds or game. How many
folks know how to catch big catfish? Where do you go? When? What
type of bait, hooks and rods do you use?  Do you know how to cut the
white, thick, sweet fillets from the fish once taken?
 I am proud to rub elbows with the farmers and ranchers in our area.
Many are going back to organic, grass fed beef. No unnecessary
hormones or antibiotics in their chickens, pigs, sheep and livestock.
And you can dang sure bet that they know how to humanely and
efficiently process their meat!
 “Modern Man” wants his meat presented to him/her in a nice clean
package. They don’t care and most still don’t even know how their
meat was raised or how the animal came to be in that nice clean little
package. You have a much closer connection and respect for your food
when you raise (or hunt) an animal and take it’s life, process and clean
the meat, then feed your family. You learn and respect the meaning of
life in a way, the “old way” that you never will from that little package
at the store.

“Fall, Family and Old Ways!”

 My family loves fall! We love autumn in many of the
“old ways.” I am proud of my family. I make no apologies.
We hunt, fish and gather, preparing for winter. What we
do, what we believe, how we want to live and love life, is
so politically incorrect with much of the country today,
those folks who have been tamed into submission. I am
proud to live in the State of Jefferson where the “old ways”
are still our way of life for much of the population.

Photo of Ian, Trish, Ralph, Jeremy and Laura with Ian’s NICE MULEY BUCK
taken in August 2013 on The State of Jefferson high desert.

R & B Enterprises
Automotive, Small Engine, Truck & Farm Repair

508 A. East Oberlin Road., Yreka, CA 96097
(530) 842-7400 - email: rbcardoctor@att.net

Richard Horn, Owner
M-F: 8am-5pm   Sat: 9am-5pm
Emergency Repair Available
* Most Credit Cards Accepted



Grand Prize:
Fully guided trophy Elk

Hunt with Sangre de Cristo Outfitters
On the Famous Mountain Meadows Ranch

near Westcliffe, Colorado

Life is what you make it.  You may as well make it excellent!                      October 2013 Page 17

Contact Mike Ford for more info at  888-771-2021
or email at mford@rmef.org.        RMEF.org

RMEF SUPER DRAWING
DECEMBER 17, 2013

ê ê

Backroads Adventures
Continued from Page 16

 I am proud of my family! The women folk are learning to hunt,
fish, shoot bows and process their own game. And are these ladies
successful! We all are learning the art of canning our bounty from
our gardens. We all know how to garden but canning is another
“old way” art form. How many folks know the difference between
a hot pack and a cold pack? How do you can meat, jams, jellies
and vegetables? What can go in the dehydrator and how does this
process work? How many folks know how to smoke meat?
 The State of Jefferson supplies all the resources you need to
live the “old ways.” You simply have to “Hit the Backroads” and
partake. Salmon season is here and the Klamath River is full of the
fall run of Chinook Salmon as you read this. Mmm… smoked
salmon! Go catch ya one! If you don’t know how, hire a guide, we
know a couple of outstanding guides who will put you into the
fish. Just contact us! ♦

Photos:  at left Nicole and Stacy with their first ever State of
Jefferson bucks, and above Jeremy and Ralph with their State of
Jefferson MOMBO catfish caught on Shasta Lake.

3 J’s Deli &
Mini Mart

Ken Joling  &  Earl Joling

Store (530) 436-2208
Fax (530) 436-0351

Office (530) 436-0364
Fax (530) 436-0380

Exit 766 off I-5
338 A-12 Hwy
P.O. Box 174

Grenada, CA 96038

Email: threejs@cot.net

GAS & DIESEL
PROPANE

FOOD & DRINKS
ATM - ICE
CHAINS

OPEN
6am to 9pm

7 days
a week!

RMEF BIG GAME 2013 Banquet Schedule
Location Date Contact Phone
Ukiah, CA    11/23/13 (707) 279-0604

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW !!



Enjoy the good life on this 10 acre organic farm only 2
miles from Yreka.  2 bed, 1 bath main home has restored
original hardwood floors, high ceilings, open concept
kitchen and living area, sun porch, woodstove and Franco
Belge oil stove. Double pane vinyl windows, separate
laundry room, french doors off the bedroom to back deck
with Mt. Shasta view. Guest cottage has 2 bedrooms and
full bath with claw foot tub, sunroom and back deck.
Spring fed, bass stocked pond has sauna cabin. $349,000.
MLS#103739. Tonya Jester BRE #01495854

1299-A South Main Street - Yreka, CA  96097

Give us a call today !

w w w . S i s k i y o u C o u n t y P r o p e r t i e s O n l i n e . c o m
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Lovely 3 bedroom 2 bath home on 7 acres with irrigation
and house well. Home has many upgrades and big country
kitchen with lots of character. Room for horses with arena,
covered shelters, about two acres of irrigated pasture,
wheel line and irrigation gun a truly must see. $339,500.
MLS#103618. MikeMatherly.com BRE #01739851.

Email:  info@siskiyoucountypropertiesonline.com

(530) 842-1996 or Toll Free 1-800-655-3591
Ray Singleton BRE #00638938       Tammy Haas BRE #01343244
Mike Matherly BRE #01739851      Tonya Jester BRE #01495854

  Office BRE #01522563

East of Callahan, CA, on Schneider Hill with Callahan
Gazelle Road frontage, 319 acres of recreational land. Build
your hide-away cabin, hunt, hike, ride ATVs, do some
mining or just enjoy the beautiful mountains of Siskiyou
County. There is also some timber on the property.
$350,000. MLS#104209. Ray Singleton BRE #00638938

VARIATIONS SALON – Busy, successful, full service
salon with real estate. Currently offering hair, nail, and
tanning services. Also has 2 private rooms available for
massage therapy/esthetician/makeup artist… Beautiful
building with large, private deck, full kitchen, 1 ½ bath,
and laundry. Could be used as a residence in rear and
business up front. Great locations and visibility with ample
off street parking, wheelchair ramp, and covered front
porch. MLS #’s 104250 & 104252. Asking $197,000.
Tammy Haas BRE #01343244.



 This summer, Ralph was doing some research on private and commercial nurseries
operating in our Great Siskiyou County when he stumbled upon a gold mine of a nursery
doing business right here in Fort Jones.   Mountain Crest Gardens is an incredible place
that raises and sells hundreds of varieties of beautiful succulent plants.  The nursery was
started up in 1995 and locally produces and sells lovely individual plants, stunning potted
decorative gift items, gorgeous locally built bird houses and more!  Orders are taken and
placed year-round from all over the country through their website and are shipped out each
week throughout all 50 states!
 Although most of their sales are done thru their website, they certainly welcome local
shoppers. It is highly recommended to call ahead before you go visit, just in case they are
swamped with orders. They also sell to Springhill Nursery in Mt. Shasta and the Grange
Co-ops in Medford and Central Point, so our local readers can also find these delightful
plants and gift items right in town.
 When we wandered through with Nora, who answered our request for a tour when we
emailed the nursery, she happily chatted with us for an entire hour, reflecting great pride
and affection for this amazing little local company.  While gazing over the rows and rows
of seemingly endless quantities, colors, shapes and sizes of perfect little plants, I was asking
so many questions and had so many ideas flooding my brain, I was sort of intoxicated with
giddy-ness.  You betcha - it’s a normal occurrence for this crazy publisher person…
 Nora told us that our local schools and other local gardening clubs enjoy tours of the
facilities throughout the warmer seasons.  I highly recommend any of you who would like
to witness something extraordinary to give them a call and go see their bulging greenhouses.
 One of the most fascinating things I learned is that they create their own stone-like pots
to house and display these succulent plants.  A clever mixture of cement and peat moss is
blended and formed to create perfect little homes for the plants which can be grown indoors
in bright indirect light or outdoors in the milder seasons.  A splendid idea that Nora shared
with us is that many brides-to-be are using these beautiful and colorful succulent plants as
uniquely stunning wedding bouquets or as party favors.
 While we all proudly make the decision to SHOP LOCAL, I highly recommend
Mountain Crest Gardens for their great selection of high quality and beautifully unique gift
items. Check out the amazing and extensive collection of plants and gifts on their website:
www.mountaincrestgardens.com or give them a call at (530) 468-2210.  It will be one of
the most interesting and lovely places you will visit in our Rugged and Beautiful Siskiyou
County.  I am so proud to know we have stellar businesses such as this flourishing right
here in The State of Jefferson. See AD at top left corner of this page. ♦

Expect the best, but be prepared for the worst.                                         October 2013 - Page  19

Mountain crest gardens
Fort Jones, California - Story by M. Fain and Photos by Ralph Fain
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The Deadline is the 10th of each month - to place items on these Events & Classes Pages. Call or Email Us !!

EVENTS & CLASSES
October 5 - Take a Kid Mountain Biking - Story on Page 11.

October 5-6, 2013 - Rollin Weed Car Show. Call the Weed
Chamber at (530) 938-4624.

October 11-13, 2013 - Dear Mad’m Day Celebration in Happy
Camp. Call the Happy Camp Chamber for info: (530) 493-2900

October 12, 2013 - Scott Valley Marathon in Etna, California.
Put on by the Rotary Club and Scott Valley Unified School
District.  Call the Scott Valley Chamber for more info.

October 12, 2013 - BikeToberfest in McCloud.  Call the
McCloud Chamber for more info at (530) 964-3113.

October 12, 2013 - Annual Fall Plant Sale at Shasta College in
Redding.  Call (530) 221-0906 and see AD on Page 11 for info.

November 16, 2013 - Santa’s Paws & Shop Event at Mt.
Shasta City Park lower lodge, put on by Siskiyou Humane
Society. Holiday entertainment & food. Do some Local Holiday
Shopping Here!  See Page 9 for details.

October 10 to 13 at the Sisson Museum in Mt. Shasta. Come
to the Joaquin Miller Conference.  See details at lower left. Call
926-5508 for info.

Saturday Nov. 9th - 3 Larrys Concert at the Avery Theatre in
Etna. See ad at left for all the details.

Saturday November 16 - John Doan will be performing again at
the Avery Theatre. See ad below for details.

Nov. 30-Dec. 1 - COS HOLIDAY CRAFT BAZAAR IN WEED.
Seeking vendors!  Call 938-5373 for more information.

SCOTT VALLEY THEATRE CO.
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Saturday November 16:  John Doan will perform
with his Harp Guitar!  Tickets available at Scott
Valley Bank in Etna, Fort Jones, Yreka and at
Wildwood Crossing in Etna. 467-5815 for info.

Saturday December 7:  Annual Holiday Piano
Concert to raise funds for the Etna Fire Department.
Watch for details!

What: The 3 Larry's, A Blues Harp Revue, 2nd Annual
Where:  Avery Theater, Etna, Ca.

   When:  Sat., Nov. 9th, 7-9p.m.
Who:  Larry Eaton & Jim Roy, Larry Marks
  with The Ron Lovelace Blues Band and
 Larry Bayard with "Stone Free"

For Info:  Call (530) 643-0381
Invitation - Mount Shasta Sisson Museum - October 10-13, 2013

You are invited to participate in a remarkable gathering of
historians, artists, activists, and writers that share an intrigue for
Joaquin Miller and his experiences in the Mount Shasta region in

the early 1850’s. These true stories of war, love, and moral conflict
rival any Shakespearean play or Greek tragedy. Young Miller, later

known as the Poet of the Sierras, was a frontier adventurer and
prolific writer that first crossed over the Siskiyou Mountains from

his Oregon homeland in 1854 as a young man, and was immediately
plunged into a smoldering cauldron of immigrant settlers and

miners, and Native American tribes. His Mount Shasta adventures
are truly extraordinary, and extraordinarily true.

Call (530) 926-5508 for all information

St. Mark’s Preservation Square
300 Lane Street

Yreka, California 96097
(530) 340-5587

Facilities are Available for Events!
Weddings, Concerts, Group Meetings and more

See our website for photos and details:
 www.yrekapreservation.org.

St. Mark’s Preservation Square
Events & Workshops
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www.GailJenner.com

Local Author
Gail Jenner
is a contributor to
NPR's Jefferson Public
Radio series, "As It Was:
Tales From the State of
Jefferson." At left is her
newest book, coauthored
with Bernita L. Tickner

Discovering The
State of Jefferson

By Gail Jenner – Enjoy another new story of the
many historical towns and areas scattered

throughout The State of Jefferson.

Page 22        “Freedom is one of the deepest and noblest aspirations of the human spirit.” Ronald Reagan

836 Sawyers Bar Road - Etna, California 96027
Call today at (530) 467-3917 or (530) 598-2853

www.alderbrookmanor.com

4 Lovely Guest Accommodations & PCT Hikers Hut.
Full delicious homemade breakfasts & free Wi-Fi.
Escape the City - Come and enjoy our Beautiful

Mountains and Gorgeous Storms !

ALDERBROOK

MANOR
BED &

BREAKFAST

 Greenview, California – located in the middle of Scott
Valley – was first known as Hayes Corner. A large and stately
hotel, the Hayes Hotel, was built “up on the hill” in the late
1850s or early 1860s (original date unknown), and it was a
popular dance hall and gathering place; later the Ford Motor
Company of Yreka bought the location and tore the hotel
down.
 The Green family, an early pioneering family, established
its residence here, and story has it that from “Green’s view”
the new name evolved. Other businesses established around
Greenview included Hughes’s Blacksmith, a Denny-Bar store
(now the remodeled Senior Nutrition site), the Siskiyou
Creamery, a butcher shop, a theater, and Judge Baldwin’s Store
and house (later known as the Palmer house). Judge Baldwin
was a local circuit judge. Another store, run by Charlie Harris,
also served as the post office.
 Private Perry LaForest Harris, the son of Charles Harris
of Greenview, died in France during World War I. In his honor,
the local American Legion adopted his name as its individual
chapter name. His grandfather was John Cash Dyer, a miner
in Oro Fino. The local American Legion is still the Perry Harris
Post #260 and is well known throughout Scott Valley.
 W.A. Egli served as Greenview’s Postmaster for many of
its early years.  In an interesting tidbit, the Feb. 1918 Siskiyou
Standard reported: “Our friend W. A. Egli of Greenview, while
returning from Yreka with a load of passengers last Monday
evening, ran his auto off the McAdam’s Creek bridge near the
Mello place. Fortunately nobody was hurt, nor was the
machine injured. Evidently Mr. Egli will have to readjust the
sights of his machine.”  (See historic photo of Mr. And Mrs.
Egli on Page 23.)
 During its heyday, Greenview was a popular place for
dances and concerts, as announced in its Feb. 15th issue, 1918:
“The date set for the big Red Cross ball to be given in
Greenview by the Etna Brass Band, is March 29th. Every effort
will be made to make the affair a perfect success in every
particular, as the band boys wish to see a neat sum netted for
a worthy cause. Tickets will be sold at $1.00 and it is
anticipated that a representative attendance will be present
from all portions of the Valley.”

“Greenview, California”
A rare (and rough) photo of Greenview and Hayes Hotel at the end of
"Main Street." Courtesy Betty Jane Young Collection.
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530 918 9234
www.waysidegrill.com

2217 S. Mt. Shasta Blvd., Mt. Shasta, California

Gourmet Burgers    Brick Oven Pizzas
Soups - Salads - Pasta  Steaks - Ribs - Chicken
Southwest Sandwiches  Chipotle BBQ Ribs

Excellent Food
Live Music
Full Bar

Discovering The State of Jefferson
Continued from Page 22

Call for dine in

DEE 
-

LIC
IOUS!

Frosty
& Grill

415 N Mt. Shasta Blvd
Mt. Shasta Ca 96067

or pick up

From a 1932 clipping (from an old scrapbook): Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Egli and their 50th Anniversary.  Photo shows them
in their wedding photo from 1882. Courtesy Gail Jenner Collection.

 Another dance was also announced: “A masquerade dance
is to be given here Friday night, Feb. 15th, for the benefit of
the Greenview School.”
 Traditionally, Greenview also hosted the annual Scott
Valley Thanksgiving Ball. Each town within the valley usually
had a traditional holiday dance, and people traveled from all
over to attend the huge celebrations.  Dances were held in The
Maplesden Hall in Etna, the Western Hotel and the Dance Hall
in Fort Jones, and in Callahan as well.
 But Christmas in Greenview was an especially happy time,
with dances and a giant Christmas tree. According to Marry
Harris Hammer, in an interview with Bernita Tickner, “Mother
made gifts for everyone, and for Earle Egli, a pot of beans.”
 Electricity first came to Greenview in the early 1900s.
Again, according to Mary, “I can recall the first radio in
Atwater Kent’s… the radio was a big one and everyone turned
out to put up a big antenna behind the hall.”

 She added, “Bert Palmer drove a jitney stage (a Model-T Ford)
which later became the school bus that took us kids to Etna High
School….it had isinglass curtains and wooden seats.”
 Another fun tidbit involving Greenview, from a story retold
by a traveling salesman in the 1880s: “A funny mistake was made
at Greenview in Scott Valley when the shipping department sent
a merchant a dozen toilet brooms instead of toy brooms for
children, at the same price. He did not know what they were, as
there was not a patent toilet in the whole valley, at that time. So I
replaced them and sold them to the hotel to clean their spitoons.”
 One final fun story about Greenview was written up in THE
WESTERN SENTINEL, Friday, November 25, 1949: “Turkeys
were to be delivered in a Flying Turkey Drop (called a ‘Derby’)
to Thanksgiving hopefuls in Fort Jones by the Scott Valley Airmen.
Piloted by Duane Sleep of Oro Fino, as luck would have it, the
LIVE turkeys took flight once they were released! They landed in
a variety of unexpected locations, including Greenview, where
Mrs. Mabel Whipple – who was awaiting the delivery of a very
special parcel at the post office ‘got the bird!” ♦
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STEELMAN
AVIATION, LLC

“Proudly providing the highest quality of
aircraft servicing available.”

- Offering a Cessna 150 Rental Aircraft for
 Pilots and Perspective Pilots.
- 50, 100 and Annual Inspections
- Engine Repairs or Replacements
- Prop Balancing, Aircraft Weighing
- Sheet Metal Repairs/Structural Repairs
- Insurance Minor and Major Repairs
- Modifications/STC’s, Restorations

Located at Yreka-Montague Roher Field
Municipal Airport

900 West Old Montague Road
Montague, CA  96064

(530) 459-3392
email: steelmanaviation1@gmail.com

Story Submitted By Tamara Steelman of Steelman Aviation,
Montague, California

MONTAGUE-YREKA AIRPORT ROHRER FIELD HISTORY

Eagle Creek Electrical Design Services, Inc.
Computer Aided Design - Drafting & Detailing
Full Service Electrical Design

Michael Ash - (530) 467-4233 - www.eceds.com

History of Montague-Yreka Airport Rohrer Field

 The municipal airport at Montague was created at its present location
in 1928. Brice Rohrer, after whom the airport was renamed in 1978, was
one of those who graded the strip out of Montague’s rough adobe. The
maintenance hangar and a small weather observatory building were built
in 1928. Civilian Conservation Corps funds helped to bring in large
quantities of gravel to stabilize the landing area in the early '30s. What
is now the pilots' lounge was built as a lunchroom in 1931.
 Photos show the airport being used by William Randolph Hearst to
bring notables to visit his McCloud Reservoir castle. Others show a
United Airlines Ford trimotor being refueled here.
 Leo Purington established the first postwar fixed base operation
(FBO) here in 1945 and ran it for 17 years. Leo considered one of his
most important contributions to be his recommendation that the City of
Montague join with Yreka to share in the costs of operating this airport
that obviously serves the county seat.
 In 1974 Montague entered into a joint powers agreement with Yreka
that established the Montague-Yreka Airport Advisory Commission.
Full responsibility for the airport remained with Montague, but Yreka
contributed one-half of the $5,000 per year matching funds to go with
the annual state contribution. (Montague traditionally provided its
$2,500 share in in-kind services.) In 2002 the agreement was amended
to increase each city's share to $5,000.
      Subsequent FBO’s were operated by Bud Davis, Lloyd

Thompson, Fred Arnberg, and a number of partnerships. About
1976 the late Bill Maginnis bought out his partners and ran
Montague Aviation, Inc, until January 1, 1979 when Terry and
Jean Weathers purchased some of the assets and established a
“Ma and Pa” FBO with two employees, dba Montague
Aviation. At the request of the Airport Advisory Commission,
the Weathers agreed to lease and operate the entire developed
southeast quarter of the airport, instead of the small portion of
office, hangar and fuel island previously leased to Montague
Aviation, Inc.
  Originally the airport was only a north-south dirt strip.
A crosswind runway was added in the '30s. A small amount of
paving was added to the south end of the original strip in the
'50s to accommodate drag racing by automobiles, not aircraft.
The north-south strip eventually received a paving job of sorts,
but the excellent fifty-foot wide runway full parallel taxiways
was not installed until 1978. This major improvement was
funded ninety-percent by the California Department of
Transportation Aeronautics Division.
  The last major improvement consisted of lengthening
the runway by six hundred feet to its present 3360 feet in 1982.
This was part of a statewide program to bring airports up to
what was then called “Basic Utility One” status.

Evergreen
Family Dentistry

310 Evergreen Lane
Yreka, CA  96097

(530) 842-2558

Timothy G. Willis, DDS
Randy D. Krant, DDS



“So often times it happens, that we live our lives in chains and we never even know we have the key.”  The Eagles

Montague Airport History
Continued from Page 24

 Parking appeared to be the biggest upcoming problem. The ramp
was enlarged and an additional future expansion area was prepared. A
hangar plan was prepared in the early '80s and several individuals built
hangars on land subleased from Montague Aviation. These parties
shared the expense of providing taxiways to their hangars.
 It is interesting to note that January 1979 is generally regarded to
be the start of the decline in general aviation in the United States.
Montague Aviation’s gross income increased variably from $179,000
in 1979 to $299,000 in 1987, and has decreased since. Montague
Aviation became the only airplane charter service or flight school
operating in Siskiyou County. Rohrer Field offered the only full service
maintenance operations in the county, with both Montague Aviation
and Northwest Aircraft Repair in business on the field. With the timber
industry on the decline, there was no good reason to expect significant
growth in areas other than tourism (scenic flights and glider rides).

 Steelman Aviation, an aircraft repair company, started
up shortly after the closure of Northwest around 2002 and
continues in business today.  Larry and Sharon Graves,
dba as Montague Aeropark, have leased the airport land
west of the runway since 1996. Dba North Valley
Aviation, the Graves also served as the FBO for a number
of years, until July 2002 when Dave and Kristine Weld
took over. Shasta Valley Aviation operated by the Welds
was the FBO at the airport until recently.
 The Montague Soaring Center took over operation of
the airport as the FBO in early 2012. For details, please
click on www.montaguesoaring.com. The cities of
Montague and Yreka have jointly repaired the runway
paving and restriped the runway and taxiways. Future
improvements to airport lighting are planned.
 For information:  City Hall Hours - Monday - Friday
7:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. - Phone: (530) 459-3030
After Hours Emergency - Phone: (530) 598-1020
Copyright 2013 © City of Montague, California. ♦

Photo courtesy Montague-Yreka Airport - Rohrer Field.

David Smith,
Broker

License #OD53727

Auto � Home � Health
1400 Fairlane, Suite F
Yreka, CA  96097

530-842-1500 Office
530-598-8581 Cell
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HISTORICAL MARKERS
OF SISKIYOU COUNTY

Jim Hendricks
Owner

30 Commercial Way
PO Box 30

Etna, CA  96027
(530) 467-5678

www.etnarvp.com
email: etnarvp@sisqtel.net

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE PARK, INC.
- RV Park

 - Store
 - Self-Storage

- Oxygen
- Lift Chairs
- Wheel Chairs
- Hospital Beds
- Walkers
- Sales & Rentals
- Local Service

Scott Valley Respiratory Home Care, Inc. Corporate Office
1714 South Oregon Street - Yreka, CA 96097 - (530) 841-3000

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT - LOCALLY OWNED

On Call 24-Hours 7 Days a Week

Most Insurances Billed

Tennant
The Plaques of E Clampus Vitus

Humbug Chapter No. 73
The seventeenth in a continuing series of articles

prepared by Bill Wensrich
“If you ain’t plaque’n, then you ain’t Clampin’”

 Under the temporal guidance of Tim Murphy, presiding Humbug
of the E Clampus Vitus Humbug Chapter, the town of Tennant was
commemorated with a historical monument in 1985 by ECV.
Following the plaque dedication the Chapter held its Doin’s party on
the Creek just outside the Tennant town site near Bray-Tennant Road.
The town of Tennant was a logging camp established by the Long Bell
Lumber Company of Weed, California.  Long Bell Lumber Company
was first established 1897 as the Weed Lumber Company by Abner
Weed, town namesake.
 In need of more and more raw logs, the search widened further
away from Weed.  To meet demand, Tenant was established in the
1920s.  Named after Garver Tennant, a Long Bell Lumber Company
manager, the town served Long Bell Lumber Company needs as a
support base for far flung logging operations.  Like most company
owned towns, the houses and streets seemed to be identical and laid
out in mostly symmetrical patterns.  All the buildings and stores in the
town were owned by the lumber company.  The company provided the
employment, housing, mercantile goods and social services.  Most
people lived in the homes the company built on company land.  It was
often said that “if you didn’t shop at the company store, they would
fire you.”
 The Weed area lumber industry peaked in the 1940s.  By the 1950s
logging operations and the town of Tennant’s prosperity came to an
end.
 In 1991 the plaque was revised and rededicated to correct errors
in the wording.  The plaque photo above still poses a spelling conflict
with the town’s namesake.  Garver Tennant is the correct spelling. ♦

Tennant School House, circa 1940. Photo from the Siskiyou County Office
of Education website.



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

EXPERIENCE BUTTE VALLEY, located in extreme Northern California on Highway 97.
Visit our Website at ButteValleyChamber.com or bvcc.biz.

EVENT:
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El Ranchito Mexican Restaurant
Best Authentic Mexican Food in Town!

Open weekdays 8am - 9pm
Sunday 9am - 9pm

On Highway 97 in Dorris

Lane’s Market
Open 7 days a week

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables, Fresh Meat Counter.
Game Processing & More!  Beer, Wine & Liquor.

See us in Dorris on Highway 97
(530) 397-2401

Pacfic Crest Federal Credit Union
“Where you belong”
Financing Available

www.pacificcrestfcu.com
(530) 397-2710 or 1-800-570-0265

Butte Valley Ambulance Services, Inc.
Volunteers Wanted!
We pay for training.

Call us today (530) 397-2105

Black Butte Mini Mart
Highway 97, Dorris

Fuel - Metal Recycling (530) 397-7697
24/7 Towing (530) 938-1110

A Slice of Heaven Cafe & Bakery
Across from the GIANT American Flag

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Dining
Catering - Dine in - Take out

On Highway 97 (530) 397-5493

Primo Pizza and Foodmart
Discount Liqor & Tobacco

6am to 10pm - 7 days a week
Highway 97, Dorris

Cal-Ore Telephone Company
Local Telephone Service
DSL & Wireless Internet

Low Income Services - Life Line Services
(530) 397-2211
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  Excellent Residential &
        Commercial Contractor
             501 N. Phillipe Lane
               Yreka, CA  96097
               (530) 842-4585
              Lic. 431882

For all your plumbing, electrical,
well & pump services

Gary P. Allen, CPA
An Accountancy Corporation

gary@gpacpa.com

Certified Public Accountant
    Management Consultant

  (530) 842-1226
Fax (530) 842-7344

PO Box 1166
1019 South Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097

Mona M. Carr, CIC
Independent Insurance Agent since 1981

CA #OA65427  - OR #841716  - NV #17779

Intermountain

43223 Hwy 299E
Fall River Mills, Ca 96028

800-655-6561

Farm - Ranch - Stables - Auto - Homeowners - Business
INSURANCE SERVICES INC.

Siskiyou Pellet Mill
Larry Dancer

9539 Old Hwy 99
Grenada, CA  96038

(530) 436-2241

Nutrena Feeds &
Cargill Salt

Mike & Annabel Todd,
Proprietors

511 Main Street -Etna, Ca
(530) 467-5335

Hours: Mon-Fri: Noon to 5pm
Saturdays: 10am to 4pm
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 Today’s State of Jefferson refers to portions of Southern Oregon and Northern
California. Originally this region represented the “second half” or “northern mines” of
the famous gold rush of 1849-50, but it never received the kind of historical reference
that the Sierra Mother Lode did, even though it contributed as much, if not more, to the
coffers of the two states. Moreover, the region was easily overlooked after the gold
rush, since it continued to be less populated and more rural than the remainder of the
two states.  See Map image at left of the counties that make up The State of Jefferson.
 The name Jefferson was selected after Yreka's local paper, The Siskiyou Daily
News, ran a contest. J. E. Mundell of Eureka, California, submitted the winning name.
A seal was created: a gold mining pan etched with two Xs to signify the double-cross
by Salem and Sacramento politicians. Today the seal is still used on flags, banners, and
State of Jefferson memorabilia.
 Because the people who have settled along the northern boundary of California and
the southern boundary of Oregon have always been of an independent nature, it seems
fitting that this region has attempted, on numerous occasions, to create a new state, not
just in name or principle, but in reality as well.
 The dream lives on for this unrealized State of Jefferson. With majestic Mt. Shasta
at its heart, and the Cascades forming its backbone, the region’s wild rivers and rugged
peaks both isolate and, at times, insulate its residents from the more populated outside
world. Ranching, mining and logging have been its traditional source of wealth, but
now recreation and tourism compete as major industries.

It is the people who reside here that make the greatest contribution to the character
of this region we love, proudly called The State of Jefferson. ♦

Map of Siskiyou County - The Heart of The Great State of Jefferson

McCloud

DL Trotter & Associates
Construction Facilitation

664 Main Street
Quincy, California 95971

530.283.9162

Dane Brinkley - Courtesy Mt. Shasta Ski Park

What IS The State of Jefferson? By Gail Jenner
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Get ready for the Holidays!  Create
personalized and one of a kind gifts.

Open Wed-Thur 11-8
Fridays 10-6

Saturdays 11-3
(530) 842-5411

202 W. Miner - Yreka

-   Paint Your Own Ceramics
-   Glass Fusing Workshops
-   Call us to Schedule Your
 Own Special Classes &
 Private Parties

fasturn
“The perfect tube turning system...”
Made by a bunch of girls and Dan in Medford, Oregon, USA

TM

Fabric - Notions - Books - Quilting, Sewing & Crafting Workshops
(800) 729-0280
(541) 772-8430
email:  fasturn@yahoo.com

3859 S. Stage Road
Medford, OR 97501

www.fasturn.net

Hours:
M-F 9-5:30
Sat 10-5
Sun 11-5

“Patriotism is supporting your
country all the time, and your
government when it deserves it.”
      Mark Twain
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Local Radio
CAL TRANS

ROAD
CONDITIONS

AM 1610
OR CALL

1-800-427-7623

KZRO FM 100.1
Mt. Shasta

Classic Rock

KSYC FM 103.9
Yreka

Country & Rock

KSIZ FM 102.3
FM 107.1
Yreka

Classic Rock

KTHU FM 100.7
Chico

Thunderheads
Classic Rock

KBOY FM 95.7
Grants Pass
Classic Rock

KSJK AM 1200
Jefferson

Public
Radio

News & Info

KLAD FM 92.5
Klamath Falls

Country

Rockin the
Backroads!!

Siskiyou County
Chamber Alliance

Links to All Chambers

siskiyouchambers.com

Butte Valley Chamber
PO Box 541

Dorris, CA  96023
530-397-2111

buttevalleychamber.com

Dunsmuir Chamber
5915 Dunsmuir Avenue
Dunsmuir, CA  96025

530-235-2177
dunsmuir.com

Happy Camp Chamber
PO Box 1188

Happy Camp, CA  96039
530-493-2900

happycampchamber.org

McCloud Chamber
PO Box 372

McCloud, CA  96057
530-964-3113

mccloudchamber.com

Mt. Shasta Chamber
300 Pine Street

Mt. Shasta, CA  96067
530-926-4865

mtshastachamber.com

Scott Valley Chamber
PO Box 374

Etna, CA  96027
530-475-2656

scottvalley.org

Tulelake Chamber
PO Box 1152

Tulelake, CA  96134
530-667-5312

visittulelake.com

Weed Chamber
34 Main Street

Weed, CA  96094
1-530-938-4624

weedchamber.com

Yreka Chamber
Historic Capital City

of The State of Jefferson
117 West Miner Street

Yreka, CA  96097
530-842-1649

yrekachamber.com

Chamber of Commerce Info

Noah’s Ark Feed Barn
Food & Supplies for Your Pets

Toys for Your Pets
PET TAGS While you Wait

925 Lassen Lane
Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

(530) 926-6562
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 to 5

Saturdays 10 to 2

Try All 9
State of Jefferson

Locations !!

MT. SHASTA, CA

PARADISE, CA

REDDING, CA

YREKA, CA

GRIDLEY, CA

GRANTS PASS, OR

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
MEDFORD, OR

WILLOWS, CA

CHIROPRACTIC

DONALD G. HILL. D.C.
106 Ranch Lane

Yreka, CA  96097
(530) 842-6500

“Women and cats will
do as they please, and
men and dogs should
relax and get used to
the idea.”
           Robert Heinlein



   “Quality Wildlife Art”
621 S. 11th Street - Montague, CA 96064

(530) 598-9137 or (530) 436-2425
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Montague, Ca
We have seen the incredible wildlife mounts done and displayed

by Mike Copley the past few years at the Siskiyou Sportsmen’s
Expo, held in March at the Siskiyou Golden Fairgrounds and
thought, “Holy Cow!  This guy does EXCELLENT WORK!”
 Mike and his wife Raeleen have been running Trophy Quest
Taxidermy in a warehouse in Historic Montague since May of 2009.
Mike has been living in Siskiyou County for 25 years and Raeleen
was born and raised here.   He attended taxidermy school in Montana
and, even in his early training days, Mike impressed his instructor
with his natural abilities.
 In 2011, Mike returned from the Oregon State Taxidermy

Convention, bringing
home two 1st place
ribbons and a Best in
Category for two
Coues Deer mounts he
entered.  Coues deer
are a smaller sub-
species of white tail
deer, found in Arizona,
New Mexico and
Mexico. He also won a
trophy for the most
points in his category
at this prestigious
competition.
  With a
dedication to
perfection and extra

attention to detail, Mike has earned an exceptional reputation for
such a new taxidermist.  Many of his clients have expressed that they
feel they have received far more than their money’s worth, and can
see that their mount has a level of quality that you don’t often see.
Mike provides competition quality product to every customer.
 The turn around time for Mike’s trophies is much shorter than
many other shops. Mike likes to work at a pace that allows him to
focus on creating a quality product and this gives him the
opportunity to personally create each piece. It is a trend he would
like to continue.  No one wants to wait two years to see their trophy.
 His slogan, “Making them come to life is what it’s all about,”
pretty much says it all.
 Go by and see some of his work in person to truly appreciate
what a gem we have here in Siskiyou County.  Craftsmanship and
excellent quality are things to grab a hold of whenever you are
fortunate enough to find it, especially in this day and age.  Our hat is
off to this amazing Local Business. Photos courtesy Trophy Quest
Taxidermy.  See their AD at top left of this page. ♦

TROPHY QUEST
taxidermy
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Greenhorn Grange

Yreka, CA  (530) 842-0622

Happy Camp Family Resource Center

Happy Camp, CA  (530) 493-5117

Happy Camp Senior Center

Happy Camp, CA  (530) 493-2508

Madrone Hospice

Yreka, CA  (530) 842-3907

Meals on Wheels and Veteran’s Services

Dorris, CA (530) 397-2273

Mt. Shasta Senior Nutrition

Mt. Shasta, CA  (530) 926-4611

Scott Valley Community Lunch Program

Valley Oaks Senior Center: 468-2120

Etna United Methodist Church: 467-3612

Scott Valley Family Resources: 468-2450

Scott Valley Berean Church: 467-3715

SENIOR & VETERAN SERVICES

www.miap.us
VETERAN RECOVERY PROGRAM

MISSING IN
AMERICA
PROJECT

HOLY
SMOKE! INC.

Serving Siskiyou County for 32 years
412 South Main Street, Yreka, California  -  CA Lic #516471
(530) 841-1841 - Show Room     (530) 465-2308 - Business

STOVES, FIREPLACES & INSERTS
Cleaning, Service & Installation

Veterans Services & Benefits Include:
Compensation/Disability  Pension/Aid & Attendance
Medical/Healthcare    Vocational Rehabilitation
Educational benefits   Burial/Death benefits
Home Loan Eligibility  Obtain Military Records/Medals

Contact:  Tim Grenvik, CVSO (County Veterans Service Officer)
Siskiyou County Veterans Service Office

105 E Oberlin Road - Yreka, CA  96097
Phone:  (530) 842-8010     Fax: 841-4314

timothy.grenvik@siskiyousheriff.org



9309 North Hwy 3 - Fort Jones, CA  96032

20 varieties of pumpkins available. We also have PINK pumpkins!

Open Weekends in October from 10 am - 4 pm
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“Voted best Deli in Siskiyou County in 2013.”

211 South Oregon Street
Yreka CA 96097

Open 9-4 weekdays

Sandwiches are our Specialty!
- Fast Friendly Service
- Meats & Cheeses Sliced to Order
- Party Trays Available
- Short Lunch Time?  Call Ahead
 for To-Go Orders in a Hurry

(530) 842-3806
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e:  photo o

Photo of Dutchman Peak Fire Lookout by Jaime Tarne

19 Counties of Extreme Northern California &
Southern Oregon that make up The State of Jefferson

Legend:
Pacific Crest Trail

Oregon
California

United we stand.
RichterScaleRE.com - 303 North Main Street, Yreka, Ca

CA Real Estate #01721387

Joe Faris
(530) 598-4020

JoeFaris@hotmail.com

This Rugged and
Beautiful Territory
we call The State
of Jefferson is full
of freedom-loving,

Patriotic and
self-sufficient

individuals who
believe in our

Original
American

Constitution.
We Stand Strong
and Proud of our
Hard Working &

Diligent American
Heritage and Will
Fiercely Protect It.

http://www.richterscalere.com


Affordable Advertising Rates
Good through December 2013

JEFFERSON BACKROADS

**NOTE:   A $40.00 set up fee
applies to each new AD design.

 JEFFERSON BACKROADS is proudly published for the
Hard Working & Patriotic Rebels who live in or travel through
our Rugged & Beautiful State of Jefferson. We focus on the
positive, fun & adventure.
 Our papers are distributed in the first week of each month
throughout Siskiyou County and surrounding counties.
 Deadline for ads, articles or events:  10th of the month.
 Subscriptions available by mail within USA for only $48 per
year which covers postage and handling. Please mail check
payable to Jefferson Backroads:  P.O. Box 344, Grenada, CA
96038.  Include your full name, mailing address, and a phone
number. Thank You!
Editor:    Michelle Fain
Feature Writers: Ralph Fain  Gail L. Jenner
     Claudia East  Robert Pasero
     Ron McCloud Emily Taylor
     Bill Wensrich James Ordway
Printed by:    Cascade Printing, Klamath Falls, OR

Jefferson Backroads started up in April 2010. Anyone can read
our publications each month FREE via our website.
All content © 2010-2013 by Jefferson Backroads.
All Rights Reserved.

We Honor Our Veterans.
We Support Our Troops.

Let’s Bring ‘Em HOME...

LIFE

IS

MUSIC

MUSIC

IS

LIFE

We Vote.

Jefferson Backroads
Loves to Show off Your
Products, Services & Events!

 The Jefferson Backroads Publication is
proving to be very successful in bringing
new customers into our many quality
local businesses.  Please feel free to call
or email us to jump into our next issue.
We love to be of service!
 Jefferson Backroads is available to read
anytime, ONLINE, as well as in our paper
publications which are distributed
throughout our region each month.
 We take pride in being the most
affordable area publication in which to
advertise.  Our goal is to provide a
positive & quality service to each of
our happy advertisers, readers, writers,
and subscribers.  Join us . . .

Michelle Fain     Ralph Fain
Owner-Editor     Side Kick

PO Box 344
Grenada, CA 96038
(530) 640-0100 www.JeffersonBackroads.com
email:  JeffersonBackroads@gmail.com

NEW !
FULL COLOR - FULL PAGE AD

only $225 per month !!

- Half-Page Color Ads are also Available -

Page 36                               We proudly support and defend our American Constitutional Rights.

AD SIZES  3-MONTH AD RUN
(inches)  COST PER MONTH

CARD B/W  2x3 ½   $40/mo

SMALL B/W  4x4  $70/mo

FULL PG B/W 8x10  $175/mo


