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State of Jefferson Regional Craft Breweries

131 Callahan Street, Etna, CA  -   (530) 467-5277
www.etnabrew.net

Fresh from the Mountains of Jefferson State

Butte County, California
 Feather River Brewing Co.
 Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.

Coos County, Oregon
 7 Devils Brewing Co.

Curry County, Oregon
Arch Rock Brewing Co.

Douglas County, Oregon
McMenamins Roseburg Station Pub & Brewery

 Wild River Brewing & Pizza Company

Humboldt County, California
Eel River Brewing Company

 Lost Coast Brewery
 Mad River Brewing
 Redwood Curtain Brewing Company
 Six Rivers Brewery

Jackson County, Oregon
 BricktownE Brewing Company
 Caldera Brewing Co.
 Opposition Brewing Co.
 Portal Brewing Co.
 Southern Oregon Brewing
 Standing Stone Brewing Co.

Klamath County, Oregon
Klamath Basin Brewing Co.

 Mia & Pia’s Pizzeria & Brewhouse

Lassen County, California
Lassen Ale Works

Mendocino County, California
 Anderson Valley Brewing Company
 Butte Creek Brewing
 Mendocino Brewing Company
 North Coast Brewing Company
 Ukiah Brewing Company

Plumas County, California
The Brewing Lair

Shasta County, California
 Fall River Brewing Company
 Wildcard Brewing Co.

Siskiyou County, California
Dunsmuir Brewery Works

 Etna Brewing Co.
 Mt. Shasta Brewing Co.

MICRO BREWERY & RESTAURANT
5701 Dunsmuir Avenue - Dunsmuir, CA  96025
DunsmuirBreweryWorks.com - (530) 235-1900

Daily Menu Specials - Live Music
Kegs & Growlers TO GO - T-Shirts

Open Tuesday thru Sunday for Lunch & Dinner
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Butte Valley Museum
Main St - Dorris, CA  96023

email: museumbv@gmail.com

Ley Station & Museum
SW Oregon & West Miner St.

Yreka, CA  96097
(530) 842-1649

Dunsmuir Museum &
Railroad Display Room

Pine Street and Sacramento Ave
     AMTRAK Station

Dunsmuir, CA  96025
www.dunsmuirdepot.com

Montague Depot Museum
230 South 11th Street
Montague, CA  96064

(530) 459-3385

Etna Museum
520 Main Street
Etna, CA  96027
(530) 467-5366

www.etnamuseum.org

The People’s Center
The Karuk Tribe

64236 Second Ave.
Happy Camp, CA 96039

(530) 493-1600
www.karuk.us

Fort Jones Museum
11913 Main Street

Fort Jones, CA  96032
(530) 468-5568

www.fortjonesmuseum.com

Siskiyou County Museum
910 Main Street - Yreka, CA  96097

(530) 842-3836

Genealogy Society of
Siskiyou Co.

Research Library
912 S. Main Street - Yreka, CA

96097
(530) 842-0277

www.siskiyougenealogy.org

Mt. Shasta Museum
1 North Old Stage Road
Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

(530) 926-5508
mountshastasissonmuseum.org

Heritage Junction Museum
320 Main Street

McCloud, CA  96057
(530) 964-2604

www.mccloudchamber.com

Tulelake Museum
800 South Main Street
Tulelake, CA  96134

(530) 667-5312
www.tulelake.org

Klamath Basin NWR
Visitor Center
4009 Hill Road

Tulelake, CA  96134
(530) 667-2231

www.fws.gov/klamathbasinrefuges

Weed Historic Lumber
     Town Museum

303 Gilman Avenue
Weed, CA  96094

(530) 938-0550
www.siskiyous.edu/museum

Lava Beds National Monument
1 Indian Well Headquarters

Tulelake, CA  96134
(530) 667-8100

www.nps.gov/labe

WWII Valor in the Pacific
   National  Monument
800 South Main Street
Tulelake, CA  96134

(530) 260-0537
www.nps.gov/tule

www.siskiyouchambers.com

Local Radio
CAL TRANS

Road
Conditions

AM 1610
OR CALL

1-800-427-7623

Oregon Road
Conditions

1-800-977-6368

KSYC FM 103.9
Yreka

Country & Rock

KSIZ FM 102.3
FM 107.1
Yreka

Classic Rock

KZRO FM 100.1
Mt. Shasta

Classic Rock

KTHU FM 100.7
Chico

Thunderheads
Classic Rock

KBOY FM 95.7
Grants Pass
Classic Rock

KSJK AM 1200
Jefferson

Public
Radio

News & Info

KLAD FM 92.5
Klamath Falls

Country

Rockin the
Backroads!!

www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/page/
siskiyou-county-museum
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2 & 30 BREW PUBS - A few Local Breweries & Pubs in The State of Jefferson
25  Butte Valley Chamber Businesses & Information
18-19 Calendar of Many Upcoming Local Events
16  Country Quilters & Hand-Crafters - “Shasta Lily Quilt Guild” by Judy Sartor
17  Country Quilters & Hand-Crafters - Upcoming Sewing Classes
7  Dunsmuir Railroad Depot & Museum News
18-19 EVENT:  Concerts and Performances at Local Establishments
24  Local Arts, Crafts, Classes, Workshops & Music Lessons - Shoppe Serendipity
8 & 31 Local and Regional Maps
4  Museum and Chamber of Commerce Info
23  Senior Services & Information
20  STORY:  “Discovering the State of Jefferson” by Gail Jenner
12  STORY:  “Dunsmuir History” by Ron McCloud
28  STORY:  “Historical Markers of our Region” by Bill Wensrich
10  STORY:  “On the Road to...” by Bob Pasero
22  STORY:  “Thank You & A Happy New Year” by Michelle Fain
14  STORY:  “Yreka History” by Claudia East
23  Veterans Services - Events & Information
6  Yreka’s Historic Miner Street Businesses

WE LOVE SMALL TOWN AMERICA

Cover Photo of lovely storm waves
at Crescent City, California by Ralph Fain

Let it Snow,
Let it Snow,
Let it Snow!!!!

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
This happy little local publication is made

possible ONLY thanks to the paid advertisements
you see within these pages, and because of our beloved

writers, readers and subscribers.

If you would like to join our advertisers and
surround your own business, community organization
or upcoming events with our amazing stories, please

give us a call or send us an email.

Please take a moment to
let these generous businesses know you saw their Ads

and stories in Jefferson Backroads.  It really
DOES make a difference!

Open Mon thru Sat
8 am to 5 pm

Closed Sunday

Nature’s Kitchen

Cafe & Espresso
Vitamins - Supplements - Gifts

412 S. Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097

(530) 842-1136
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Yreka’s Historic Miner Street
Natural Selections
Brown Eyed Gal Designs - Vintage Home
Bray & Associates Civil Engineering & Land Surveying
Shasta’s Chocolate & Emporium
Siskiyou Art Gallery and Antiques
Don’s Sporting Goods
Evolve Salon
Gold Nugget Printing
Dave’s Clocks
Brickhouse Bakery & Pizzeria
The Sewing Room & Blue Eyed Girl Design
Etna Brewing Co. Tap House
Yreka Healing Arts
Celestial Dreams Gift Shoppe
Lalo’s Mexican Restaurant
Polished Nail Salon
Madrone Hospice Heartisan Boutique
Hospice Thrift Shop
Bella ArtWorks

Yreka Elk’s Lodge
Marqueza’s Fashion Design  and Alterations
String’s Italian Cafe
New Traditions Dulcimer Shop
Farm Girl Antiques & Needle in a Haystack Quilt Shop
Franco American Hotel
Exquisite Jewelry Store
Palace Barber Shop
MacGregor’s Book Store
Ming’s Chinese Restaurant
Dinner’s Ready Siskiyou County
Ohlund’s Office Supply
Miner St. Meat Market
Liberty Arts

We invite you to come down to Miner Street - stroll around - do some shopping - have lunch -
grab a frosty cold local brew - enjoy an old fashioned ice-cream sundae - check out some antiques -
get a manicure or pedicure - check out a new hairstyle - party with your girls or your boys - laugh - play -
do some crafts - grab dinner - check out the historic buildings - listen to some live music - create happy memories.

Historic Miner Street
Yreka, California 96097
Minutes off I-5
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The Dunsmuir Museum will be closed for the
winter months from November through March 2015.

Visit us at our website.

Dunsmuir Museum
    Located at the

      Amtrak Depot
      Corner of Pine
     & Sacramento

   Dunsmuir, Ca

www.dunsmuirdepot.com

NOTE:  Folks can ride the Depot Society's
"Membership Train" by sending $10 for Depot
membership and $10 for Museum membership
to PO Box 324, Dunsmuir CA 96025.  Funds
raised provide for the continued maintenance of
the Amtrak Depot (the only Siskiyou stop), the
Dunsmuir Museum and Railroad Display Room.

DUNSMUIR RAILROAD DEPOT HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS
LOOKS BACK AND AHEAD TO 2015
 On May 3rd the Dunsmuir Railroad Depot Historical
Society was pleased to formerly reopen the DUNSMUIR
MUSEUM.  The display panels tell the story of the local Indian
era, the Dunsmuir Family, the Dunsmuir railroad sites and
facilities, the arrival of the diesel locomotives, and
RAILROAD DAYS buttons.  The Museum now includes the
Elinore Van Fossen Harrison Native American Basket
Collection, the “Golden Era of Fishing” as well as the Railroad
Display Room.  The Shasta Archives folks have organized
original field survey and bridge inspection books, etc.  680
negatives and photos have been scanned and identified as to
location, railroad mile post; they advise only 6-7000 left to do.
 The Museum was also open the third Saturday monthly
and for town events.  It is now closed through March 2015 for
the winter months.

Visit us at www.dunsmuirdepot.com for the latest information.
 The 2014 events included the May 10th National Train Day, our May
24th 6th Annual PIE SOCIAL (71 bakers donated 190 pies), the June
Dunsmuir Hometown Heritage Celebration (over 200 visitors), our July
Depot Ticket Drawing (for 2 Coast Starlight tickets and 2 Quilts), and the
October Art Walk. Depot member and local resident Joseph Vella has
painted a mural of  the #1727 Locomotive on the Museum wall.
 In October two Dogwood trees, donated by family and friends, were
planted overlooking the rail yard to honor Past Presidents Rita Green and
Anthony Skalko.  The City Manager, the Mayor and family members spoke
at the dedication.

Folks are asked to mark their 2015 calendars for UPCOMING EVENTS:

Apr 18th  DUNSMUIR MUSEUM reopens
May 9th  National Train Day
May 23  7th Annual PIE SOCIAL at the Depot
June 13-14  RAILROAD DAYS
July 18th  Depot Ticket Drawings
October 10 Art Walk

 The Depot Society asks the public to ride its Membership “Train.”
Depot membership is $10 and Museum membership is $10.  Checks may
be sent to the Depot Society, PO Box 324, Dunsmuir CA 96025.  All
donations are welcomed and appreciated.
 All Depot fund-raisers provide for the continued maintenance of the
Amtrak Depot (the only Siskiyou County stop), the DUNSMUIR
MUSEUM and its Railroad Display Room.
 The Depot Society thanks its members and the public for their continued
support.  See you at the DUNSMUIR MUSEUM! ♦

Quality Custom Homes - Remodel - Repair - Design
Serving The State of Jefferson for 40 years

Michael D. Swords - Contractor Lic 951813
michaeldswords@hotmail.com

PO Box 64
Castella, CA 96017

(530) 227-5897
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Siskiyou County, California - State of Jefferson Region

McCloud

CHIROPRACTIC

DONALD G. HILL. D.C.
106 Ranch Lane

Yreka, CA  96097
(530) 842-6500
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A Flair of the Pacific Northwest
Regional Wines  -  Cocktails  -  Craft Beers

Locally Grown Natural Beef, Pork & Fresh Fish
Free Range Chicken & Eggs

Fresh Local Organic Produce
Vegetarian Entrees
Amazing Desserts

Call for reservations.  Open 7 days a week.
Full Service Catering Available.

1013 South Mt. Shasta Blvd., Mt. Shasta, Ca  96067
(530) 926-3372     www.LilysRestaurant.com

Open Hours:
Monday - Friday    11:30 am to 10 pm
Saturday       Noon to 10 pm
Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri   11:30 am to 2 pm
Dinner Buffet Fri - Sat  5:30 pm to 8 pm
Sunday      Noon to 9 pm

Traditional Chinese Foods

210 W. Miner Street
Yreka, California

(530) 842-3888

Foods To Go

Mandarin - Szechwan - Cantonese - Peking

405 Main St.
Etna, CA

(530) 467-5544

WILDWOOD CROSSING
COFFEE SHOP & CAFE

Find us on Facebook at Wildwood Crossing

- Local Gift Items
   - Silk & Dried Floral
       Arrangements
      - Gift Baskets
       - Jams & Jellies
      - Candles & Soaps
    - Handmade Rugs
  - State of Jefferson
Merchandise and more!

Call for dine in

DEE 
-

LIC
IOUS!

Frosty
& Grill

415 N Mt. Shasta Blvd
Mt. Shasta Ca 96067

or pick up

“When you get into a tight place and everything
goes against you, till it seems as though you could
not hang on a minute longer, never give up then,
for that is just the place and time that the tide
will turn.”

     Harriet Beecher Stowe
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Locally Owned & Operated

24 HOUR FUELING - Open 7 days a Week
250 E. Webb Street - Montague, CA 96064

(530) 459-3414

Co

rtright’s

Market & Deli
Fish Friday!ê ê

Taco Tuesday!ê ê

Yummy Fish & Chips, Bowl of
Clam Chowder and a Small
Fountain Drink for only $5.99

5 tacos for
only $4.00

 Bob Pasero is Orland's retired Police Chief. Orland is in Glenn County
which is at the southern end of The State of Jefferson! Bob writes for the
Sacramento Valley Mirror and we will be re-printing some of his fascinating
articles from his column: "On the Road - Adventures in the State of Jefferson."
 Bob is also the National Chaplain for an organization called The Missing
in America Project, a Veteran Recovery Program. Please go to www.miap.us
for more info.

“On the Road to . . .”
by Bob Pasero

 If the Golden State were a monarch, our region could easily be the
crown, which is, by definition; “an ornate headdress often made of gold
and set with gems.” Our region is what one large newspaper used to
refer to as “Superior California.” I must admit, I always rather liked
that sobriquet. Some call this area the State of Jefferson, some refer to
it as Northern California and some simply call it “home.” I have always
been rather smugly proud of our little corner of the world and I do think
of it as a crown. However, to truly be a crown it would need a few
gems to really give it “shine” or if you are from the equestrian, or
automotive world, “Chrome” or “flash.” Today we will visit one of
those gems that truly defines our home as the crown of the Golden
State. This gem is set in what the original inhabitants, the Maidu Nation
called “Nakam Koyo” or “Big Meadows.” Our destination today is a
sparkling gem that got its rather unique name by combining the names
of the three daughters of Guy C. Earl. Mr. Earl was the vice president
of the Great Western Power Company (forerunner of PG&E) at the
time the original dam creating this reservoir was built in 1914. His
daughter’s names were, ALice MArtha & EleaNOR. We will find this
gem at the end of today’s trip On The Road to Lake ALMANOR.

“Lake Almanor”
 It is altogether appropriate that the first of 2015’s “On the Road
Columns” should be a vehicle to mark the centennial observance
of Lake Almanor. The original dam that held back the waters of
the north fork of the Feather River, Benner Creek, Last Chance
Creek, and Hamilton Branch (as well as a number of natural but
unnamed springs to form the original Lake Almanor) was started
in 1913 and completed 100 years ago in 1914. Just 12 years later
in 1926/27 the lake was more than doubled in size and it was raised
again to its current height in 1962. Although generally referred to
as a “large” reservoir Almanor is, in fact, a relatively small body
of water. Almanor’s maximum depth of 90 feet, surface area of
slightly over 4500 feet and full capacity of just over 1.3 million
acre feet - when compared to Shasta Lake’s maximum depth of
over 500 feet, surface area of over 30,000 acres and full capacity
of 4.5 million acre feet and the rather diminutive size - can be put
into perspective. But, as the old saying has it, “Good
things come in small packages.”

Photo of Lake Almanor with Lassen Peak - by Bob Pasero
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David Smith,
Insurance Broker

License #OD53727

Auto � Home � Health
999 So. Main Street
Yreka, CA  96097

530-842-1500 Office
530-598-8581 Cell

3 J’s Deli &
Mini Mart

Ken Joling  &  Earl Joling

Store (530) 436-2208
Fax (530) 436-0351

Office (530) 436-0364
Fax (530) 436-0380

Exit 766 off I-5
338 A-12 Hwy
P.O. Box 174

Grenada, CA 96038

Email: threejs@cot.net

GAS & DIESEL
PROPANE

FOOD & DRINKS
ATM - ICE
CHAINS

OPEN
6am to 9pm

7 days
a week!

3104 Harry Cash Road - Montague - Ca - 96064
www.mtshastanaturallygrown.com
(530) 906-3865 Dave and Kim Stillian

Mt. Shasta Naturally Grown

Open Weekends 10am-5pm. Weekdays by Appt.

Seasonal Vegetables, Garlic,
Onions, Herbs & Free Range Chicken Eggs

“On the Road to...”
Continued from Page 10

 Lake Almanor has long been a favorite recreation spot for Superior
California residents. The elevation of nearly 4,500 feet makes for a welcoming
cool respite from the valley heat and the natural beauty of the area is
unparalleled. Combine the beauty with a lake, the amenities of which cater to
the outdoors person, hikers, bird watchers, boating enthusiast, anglers, kayak
enthusiasts, and those who enjoy personal water craft and it is a combination
that is impossible to beat.
 Fishing at Lake Almanor can be both challenging and rewarding. Rainbow
trout, brown trout, salmon, small mouth bass and catfish all inhabit the waters
of this beautiful lake. If one prefers beating the water into frothy foam with fly
fishing gear, you will want to know that there is a natural fly hatch on the lake
usually from mid June through July (check with local sporting goods stores as
that date draws closer). Fly fishing with the right fly can be very productive
when properly presented.  When the water starts to warm up in the summer
months the fishing really heats up also. Either side of the peninsula and around
Big Springs cove on the northeast side of the lake can be very productive. As
a small child the first catfish I ever saw was caught by my Uncle Bruno at Lake
Almanor.  I was hooked on fishing from that time on and have enjoyed fishing
Lake Almanor ever since. A recent trip didn’t allow me the opportunity to try
my hand against the finny adversaries; it was more of a time to spend just
relaxing.
 As popular and heavily used as Almanor is we were able to find a very nice
campsite at the Rocky Point Campground for our summer trip even though it
was over the Labor Day Holiday and even though I had not made reservations.
That is not the recommended course of action.
 Lake Almanor (and neighboring Butt Valley Reservoir) are PG&E lakes.
The campgrounds are managed by American Land and Leisure and as such the
campsites at both are spacious, clean, well maintained and the camp hosts are
genial and offer a wealth of information. But bear in mind that, as with many
PG&E facilities, the campgrounds generally offer vault toilets and no hook ups.
This is, what I call “leisurely roughing it.” For that reason it is quite nice that
the Plumas County communities Greenville and Chester are both just a short
drive from the many of the campsites. Both communities offer shower facilities,
restaurants, grocery stores, souvenir shopping and sports shops that offer fishing
tackle and local knowledge dispensed with a smile. So you can learn where
and what the fish are biting at any given time offering you a much better
chance to take home that lunker German brown.
 The spring will be here soon, so now is a good time to start planning a
summer getaway to beautiful Lake Almanor. Lake Almanor is easily reached
from the Valley Floor. From Redding or Red Bluff take Highway 36 east,
and from Chico head east on Highway 32. When it comes to a great getaway
at a beautiful spot, all roads do not lead to Rome…in the Sacramento Valley
it is easy to get On The Road to Lake Almanor. ♦

Photo of Lovely Lake Almanor by Bob Pasero.

we believe.
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5836 Dunsmuir Ave.,
Dunsmuir, Ca
(530) 235-4539

www.dunsmuirhardware.com

pen Every Day
Major credit cards accepted

ounded in 1894 by Dunsmuir’s first mayor,
Alexander Levy, and continuing today as a
blend of the traditional small town mercantile
and a modern TRUE VALUE hardware store.

For all your plumbing, electrical,
well & pump services

- Oxygen
- Lift Chairs
- Wheel Chairs
- Hospital Beds
- Walkers
- Sales & Rentals
- Local Service

Scott Valley Respiratory Home Care, Inc. Corporate Office
1714 South Oregon Street - Yreka, CA 96097 - (530) 841-3000

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT - LOCALLY OWNED

On Call 24-Hours 7 Days a Week

Most Insurances Billed

by Ron McCloud
Owner of Dunsmuir Hardware, Dunsmuir, California

DUNSMUIR
HISTORY

J & D Family Diner
Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

15439 Hornbrook Road
Hornbrook, CA  96044
(530) 475-3333

715 N. Main Street
Yreka, CA  96097

(530) 842-1333

Papa John and Mama Dori

 Fifty years!  It sounds like a long time but to people who were in Dunsmuir
and experienced it personally, it was such a memorable time that it doesn’t seem
that long ago.  It’s an easy thing to think of the storm and flood as a local
happening but the records show that Dunsmuir was one of many towns that got
caught up in a major widespread storm.  Spanning the holiday season, the storm
and resulting flooding began in mid-December of 1964 and continued through
late January of 1965.
 The sheer magnitude of the storm is breathtaking even today.  The National
Weather Service considers the storm to be a “100 year storm” and the United
States Army Corps of Engineers report called the flood “the most devastating
inundation recorded in the history of California.”   California Governor Pat
Brown was quoted as saying that “a flood of similar proportions could happen
only once in 1,000 years," and it was often referred to later as the Thousand
Year Flood.  Virtually every major stream and river in Northern California,
Oregon and Washington were in flood stage nearly simultaneously.  Idaho and
Nevada were also impacted.
 Between December 20 and December 26, a staggering 10,390,000 acre feet
of water flowed into the Pacific Ocean from the combined rivers and streams
on the North Coast.  That’s the equivalent of a column of water an acre in size
– 1,968 miles high!  Almost all reservoirs filled to overflowing.  Twenty-six
U.S. Geological Survey stream gauges were destroyed.  Many communities
suffered massive power outages and were left isolated for days.  The flood killed
19 people, heavily damaged or completely devastated at least 10 towns,
destroyed all or portions of major highway and county bridges, carried away
millions of board feet of lumber and logs from mill sites, devastated thousands

of acres of agricultural land and killed 4,000 head of livestock.
The flood devastated the tracks and multiple stream and river
crossings of the Southern Pacific Railroad as well as other
smaller lines and spurs.
  California Governor Brown declared 34 counties in the
region disaster areas.  Together, Del Norte, Humboldt,
Mendocino, Siskiyou, Trinity and Sonoma counties sustained
more damage than the other 28 counties combined.  There
was over $13 million dollars of damage in Siskiyou County
alone.  Humboldt County suffered over $100 million dollars
in damage.
 According to the United States Army Corps of Engineers,
November rains in northern California and southern Oregon
in 1964 had been three times above normal and the soil was
saturated prior to the arrival of the flood producing storm.
Snowfall at the higher elevations had been the heaviest since
1954.  Snowpack at the Mt. Shasta Ski Bowl was ten feet.

“The Storm of 1964”



Kimball’s
Auto Body & Paint

Brett Kimball, Owner
108 Davis Road  Yreka, CA  96097 - (530) 842-9484
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Mona M. Carr, CIC
Independent Insurance Agent since 1981

CA #OA65427  - OR #841716  - NV #17779

Intermountain

43223 Hwy 299E
Fall River Mills, Ca 96028

800-655-6561

Farm - Ranch - Stables - Auto - Homeowners - Business
INSURANCE SERVICES INC.

(530) 842-1996 or 842-3591
(530) 842-1739 fax

CA BRE#10522563

www.siskiyoucountypropertiesonline.com

1299 S. Main Street, Suite A
Yreka, CA  96097

Dunsmuir History
Continued from Page 12

 Then on Sunday, December 20, heavy warm rains began
in an intense downpour known as a “pineapple express.”  This
weather phenomenon is caused by a breakdown of the typical
Pacific winter high pressure system resulting in high winds
carrying warm, moist air reaching from Hawaii to the Pacific
Northwest.  Temperatures were higher than normal during
the storm resulting in rain rather than snow.  Existing snow
below 6,500 feet elevation rapidly melted, adding to the
overflow of rivers and streams, and the rain continued to fall
for the next 23 days.
 Dunsmuir in the narrow Sacramento River Canyon was
hit hard.  Tuesday, December 22 and Wednesday, the 23rd
were days of peak flooding of the river and all the streams
flowing into it.  Over 2,000 feet of Southern Pacific track was
washed out and left hanging over the raging river.  The
Scherrer Avenue Bridge washed out, as did the South County
Bridge.  The Dunsmuir News reported that the Scherrer Avenue Bridge “lifted
from its abutments and disappeared.”  The steel South County Bridge “gave
way to a pile-up of logs that forced it from its sunken abutment and swept it
200 feet downstream.”
 The area of Dunsmuir known as Champion Park – between those two
bridges - was totally cut off except for a footbridge from South First Street
across the river to the south railroad yard.  Broken sewer, water and natural gas
lines crossing the river were broken and swept away in spite of valiant efforts
by crews to save them.  Virtually all homes in the lower south part of the town
were evacuated.  Numerous homes along the river were flooded and some
literally floated away.
 But Dunsmuir is a survivor.  Fires, mudslides, chemical spills and storms
have rocked the town to its roots but it rises up to meet the challenges.  When
the Storm of 1964/65 – also known as the Christmas Storm or the Thousand
Year Storm – ended in late January of 1965 and the flood waters receded,
Dunsmuir carried on. Storms would come again – notably in 1974, 1995, 1997,
2000, and 2006 but 1964/65 is often referred to as “the big one.”

Ron McCloud is the co-author with Deborah Harton of a history of
Dunsmuir published by the Arcadia Publishing Company in 2010.  He is the
owner of Dunsmuir Hardware which traces its roots to 1894. ♦

This woodcut from the 1800s dramatizes the sometimes wild
weather of Northern California.  Floods and torrential rains
contrast with drought and unpredictable events.  After fifty

years, the storm and flood of 1964/65 is remembered for its
massive impact on the State of Jefferson.

Now OPEN !! LET IT SNOW, LET IT SNOW, LET IT SNOW

WWW.SKIPARK.COM
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Visit the

John Lisle
(530) 842-3989

308 W. Miner Street - Yreka, Ca
Expert Cuts - Fades - Flat Tops

Gary P. Allen, CPA
An Accountancy Corporation

gary@gpacpa.com

Certified Public Accountant
    Management Consultant

  (530) 842-1226
Fax (530) 842-7344

PO Box 1166
1019 South Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097

Klander’s Deli
211 South Oregon Street

Yreka CA 96097

(530) 842-3806

“Sandwiches are our Specialty!”

 Join us each month for Claudia East’s fascinating historical stories
of the town of Yreka, California.   Feel free to read & follow Claudia on
her blog at: http://yrekahistory.blogspot.com.

HISTORY OF YREKA
by Claudia A. East

Compiled by Claudia East
Below is an updated article that originally appeared in the

January 1975 edition of the Yreka Echoes Newsletter. The basic
article was originally written by Hazel Fiock Ohlund.  Copyright

by Yreka (Historic) Preservation.  Reprinted by permission.

 Winter has arrived in Yreka!  Over the last 160 plus years we have
seen both many dry and wet winters. In this edition we will give snippets
of some of the harshest winters seen by our pioneer forefathers!
 Winter of 1852-53:   There were four floods the first winter after the
town of Yreka was founded.  Many of the business houses on Main Street
had to be shifted to the higher ground of Miner Street because of the
flooding of Yreka Creek. From Wells History, printed in 1888, we are told
that the trails were so impassable on account of mud and water, and the
mountain routes so blockaded with snow that pack trains were unable to
get in with supplies.  Provisions became exhausted.  “Flour sacks were
scraped and soaked to remove...every vestige of their contents.”  Salt sold
rapidly at $1.00 per ounce, flour at $3.00 a pound and eggs for $1.00 each!
 Fortunately, Yreka had a humanitarian in its midst, a blacksmith by
the name of Alvy Boles. (He had a blacksmith shop with his partner,
William Dane, where an empty restaurant now sits on the north side of
Miner and Main Streets in Yreka.)  Boles cultivated 140 acres of land along
Yreka Creek and raised wheat and vegetables for the people of Yreka, some
of whom might have starved.  He also had 22 acres north of town where
he raised “a splendid crop of potatoes.”
 Winter of 1861-62: Newspaper accounts mention the next heavy snow
came in the winter of 1855-56 which kept the trails closed until late in the
Spring.  Then, in 1861-62, early rains beginning in November caused
devastating floods throughout California.  “Early in the morning of
November 30, 1861 Yreka creek overflowed its banks and a torrent of water
came rushing down Main Street.  The bridge was carried away and the
whole lower portion of the city was under water.  Gardens and cellars were
flooded and everything floatable went whirling down the rushing
stream….Yreka creek was 300 feet wide….Buildings were undermined
and borne away or overturned.”  (Wells’ History, p. 41.)
 Winter of 1900-01:  On New Year’s night, 1901, it started snowing in
Yreka and it snowed for 3 days and nights.  In that time, over 6 feet of snow
fell.  This big snow is best remembered from pictures of snow tunnels on
Miner Street, leading from the middle of the street to the sidewalks.  The
middle of the street was blocked by huge snow banks caused by shoveling
snow from the tops of the roofs and from the sidewalks.  So tunnels were
dug, providing “an easier way to deliver goods on sleighs than climbing
over the high banks.”  (Yreka Journal, January 22, 1901.)

“Harsh Winters in Yreka”
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Yreka History
Continued from Page 14

 It is interesting to note that this snow fell in two days, and within
a week of the snowfall wages for shoveling snow went from $1 an hour
to $2.50 an hour.  These were incredible wages considering the 1901
yearly income for a household in the U.S. averaged $750 a year!
 At this time the snow was  also 4 feet deep at the Forest House on
the level, and 10 feet on the road at the top of Fort Jones Mountain.
 Unfortunately, following this heavy snow in 1901, the rains came
and once again Yreka found itself in the midst of a heavy flood.  The
flooded Yreka Creek did significant damage to the train station, railroad
tracks, homes and businesses.  A few years later after repeated flooding
from Yreka Creek, the train station was moved from its initial location
near where Dobby’s Lock Shop is located today along Main Street to
its current location higher up the hill from the creek. ♦

Miner Street in Yreka, circa 1890.
Both Photos Courtesy Yreka Historic Preservation.

Fourth Street between Miner and Center Streets circa 1925
(before the street was widened)  "Snowballs on Trees."
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990 2nd Street SE, Bandon, OR 97411
(888) 456-2430 www.woolcompany.com

Supplies - Classes - Retreats
Experienced Friendly Staff

Robin King & Diane McKoen, Owners

P.O. Box 298
109 E. Front Street
Merrill, OR  97633

(541) 798-5955

Tater Patch Quilts

www.TaterPatchQuilts.com

fasturn
“The perfect tube turning system...”
Made by a bunch of girls and Dan in Medford, Oregon, USA

Fabric - Notions - Books - Quilting, Sewing & Crafting Workshops
(800) 729-0280
(541) 772-8430
email:  fasturn@yahoo.com

3859 S. Stage Road
Medford, OR 97501

www.fasturn.net

Hours:
M-F 9-5:30
Sat 10-5
Sun 11-5

TM

Weston’s Quilting & Crafts
Helping You Create for Over 45 Years!

See us on Facebook!
414 Chestnut Street

Mt. Shasta, CA  96067
(530) 926-4021

Hours: Tue-Sat 10am-5pm
Michaela Weston, Owner

"A bed without a quilt is like a sky without stars."

 The women of the Shasta Lily Quilt Guild have a mission:  fill that sky
with stars.
 Quilt fabrics, patterns, styles and uses have changed over the years, as have
the machines and tools that we use to create quilts.  What has not changed,

however, is the camaraderie of quilting.  While we may not have old fashioned
quilting bees, the Shasta Lily Quilt Guild provides group unity through our
stellar programs.
 Project Linus is our greatest charitable outreach.  We create blankets for
distribution to children in need of a hug.  With the assistance of the Klamath
Chapter of Project Linus, we distributed 1,000 blankets to the children of Weed.
We have two Linus Extravaganzas where we sew quilts for Project Linus.
 We also create Caring Friends quilts for adults who need hugs.  After all,
there is no age limit for hugs.
 And then there is Scrappies, where we indulge our craftsy sides by making
items to sell at our Quilt Show Boutique.
 For our artistic minds, we have women who create small art quilts on a
monthly basis.
 We are just beginning work on our next Opportunity Quilt, and it promises
to be an exciting challenge.
 Anything Goes is a monthly open sew day.  Members come to sew, to pin
quilts, to get advice or new ideas, to knit, to embroider, or just to visit.  What
more could a group of like-minded women wish for?
 Now, most of us can not keep up with a list of activities this long, but that's
the beauty of our program.  We offer a lot of opportunities--all designed by
members--but there is no need to do everything...well, unless you want to try.
 The New Year is a good time to join the Shasta Lily Quilt Guild--or at least
to drop in on one of our meetings.  Check out our website www.shastalily.org
or contact President Barbara Hegdal at barbara_hegdal@att.net. ♦

“Shasta Lily Quilt Guild”

Project Linus - Quilting Workshops
Sew Days on 1st Wednesday of the Month

Shadow Mountain Rec Center
Mt. Shasta, California
www.ShastaLily.org
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Mobile Home Foundations
Steel Buildings
Concrete Work

Pole Barn & Repairs
Shops & Garages
Out Buildings

Ten Wheeler Trucks
Chip & Log

End & Belly Dump
Low Bed & Flat Bed

P.O. Box 307
Yreka, CA  96097
(530) 842-1976

CA 302082                  USDOT #1441688              MC #549997                          GEN. LIC. #751270

UPCOMING SEWING CLASSES
Saturday January 10 from 10am - 3 pm

Winter Appliqué Table Runner
$55

Saturday January 17 from 10am - 3pm
Learn To Use Your Sewing Machine Class

$45

Saturday January 24 from 11am -3pm
Learn to Sew Class
$45 plus material

Contact Farm Girl Antiques/
Needle in a Haystack at 640-0617

to sign up or for more info!
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Contact us by the 10th of each month to place your events or classes. Call or Email Us !!

EVENTS & CLASSES
A FEW LOCAL EVENTS:
January    Watch for Our Many Local Crab Feeds

January 17-18 Southern Oregon Wedding Show at
     the Medford Armory.
     www.soweddingshow.com

February 7  Weed Chamber of Commerce Chinese
     Auction - Dinner & Dance
     (530) 938-4624 - info

February 7-8 Siskiyou Sled Dog Races, Deer
     Mountain Snowmobile Park east of
     Weed, California on Highway 97
     Hoping for a cold and snowy year!
     For more info see their website:
     www.siskiyousleddograces.com

February 12  Yreka’s 2015 Business Expo
     (530) 842-1649 - info

March 14-15  Siskiyou Central Credit Union
     Sportsmens Expo &  NorCal
     Chainsaw Carving Championship
     Yreka, California - www.sisqfair.com
     (530) 842-2767

April 9-13  Ashland Independent Film Festival
     Ashland, Oregon - www.ashlandfilm.org
     (541) 488-3823 - info

Saturday January 10 from 10am - 3 pm
Winter Appliqué Table Runner

$55

Saturday January 17 from 10am - 3pm
Learn To Use Your Sewing Machine Class

$45

Saturday January 24 from 11am -3pm
Learn to Sew Class
$45 plus material

Visit The Sewing Room
& Mercantile located at
311 W. Miner St. in the
historic district of Yreka
California. The front
room offers cute and
affordable women's
clothing for sale, home
decor, aprons & dish

towels, frames and gifts featuring local photographs
framed with 100+ year old handmade barn wood frames
from a Little Shasta Valley ranch.
 Also find beautiful juniper wood furniture, locally
made, and cute dog collars, coats, horse saddle pads, and
halters covered with cute fabric.  Alterations and sewing
are completed in the back room, so see Heidi if you need
some quick hemming or repairs.

THE SEWING ROOM

311 W. Miner Street - Yreka, Ca 96097
(530) 598-3383 - www.BlueEyedGirlDesign.com

Farm Girl Antiques - Needle in a Haystack
316 West Miner Street

Yreka, CA 96097
Call (530) 640-0617 to sign up or for more info!

836 Sawyers Bar Road - Etna, California 96027
Call today at (530) 467-3917 or (530) 598-2853

www.alderbrookmanor.com

4 Lovely Guest Accommodations & PCT Hikers Hut.
Full delicious homemade breakfasts & free Wi-Fi.

Escape the City . . .
Come and enjoy our Beautiful Mountains!!

ALDERBROOK

MANOR
BED &

BREAKFAST
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SIERRA CENTRAL CREDIT UNION
SISKIYOU SPORTSMENS EXPO

& NORCAL CHAINSAW
CARVING CHAMPIONSHIPS

MARCH 14-15, 2015
Siskiyou Golden Fairgrounds, Yreka
(530) 842-2767 - www.sisqfair.com

St. Mark’s Preservation Square
Events & Workshops

St. Mark’s Preservation Square
300 Lane Street

Yreka, California 96097
(530) 340-5587

Weddings, Concerts, Group Meetings and more
See our website for photos and details:

 www.yrekapreservation.org

Facilities are Available for Events!

EVENTS & CLASSES

A TON OF FUN FOR EVERYONE!!

Contact Mike Ford for more info at 888-771-2021
or email at mford@rmef.org - www.RMEF.org

RMEF Upcoming
Big Game Banquets

State of Jefferson Region
Location Date Contact Phone
Lakeview, OR 1/31/15 (541) 947-2748
Gold Beach, OR 2/7/15 (541) 661-5949
Roseburg, OR 3/14/15 (541) 459-8800
Klamath Falls, OR 3/21/15 (541) 884-2269
Medford, OR 3/28/15 (541) 878-3699

Eagle Creek Electrical Design Services, Inc.
Computer Aided Design - Drafting & Detailing

Full Service Electrical Design
Michael Ash - (530) 468-2671 - www.eceds.com

SCOTT VALLEY THEATRE CO.
HAPPY NEW YEAR !!
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PARADEPANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Restaurant
Beer & Wine
Catering
Banquet Room
Holiday Parties

Bob’s Ranch House

Prime Rib Friday and Saturday Evenings

Live Music on Wednesday Evenings

- Family Atmosphere
- Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner
- Famous Homemade Pies

585 Collier Way
Etna, CA  96027

(530) 467-5787

Discovering The
State of Jefferson

By Gail Jenner – Enjoy another new story of the
many historical towns and areas scattered

throughout The State of Jefferson.

“The Siskiyou Trail, Part 2”
Continued from December 2014 Jefferson Backroads...
 Another important trailblazer in Oregon and Northern California’s
early history was Peter Skene Ogden. As described in Richard Dillon’s
book, SISKIYOU TRAIL, Ogden was a man “of great endurance,
courage, and modesty.” He was also a man of “great wit and
amusement.” See photo at right on Page 21.
 Born in Quebec in 1794, Ogden fled west across the Rockies in
1817, after a terrible incident where he was charged with murder. After
heading up an expedition against the Cowlitz tribe, which ended in a
terrible massacre, Ogden seemed to turn a corner, becoming a strong
leader and able commander. Though he found himself many times at
odds with various tribes and openly detested a number of them, he had
strong ties to other tribes. He married a Nez Perce woman, who often
accompanied him on expeditions. He became one of the Northwest
Company’s most able men although Hudson’s Bay Company viewed
him as a troublemaker. In 1821, however, the two companies merged
and Ogden was appointed him Chief Trader for Snake River region in
1823.
 Between 1824 and 1830, Ogden led several expeditions to explore
the Snake River country. One of the company's objectives was a
“scourged earth” policy of taking as many beaver pelts as possible,
thus discouraging American trappers and traders.
 According to one historian, Ogden proved to be an outstanding
explorer, or “a man of great leg,” and Fort Vancouver’s Doctor
McLoughlin soon sought him out to “tie the Snake River to the
Willamette (apparently unaware of the Cascade Range).” Ogden outdid
himself; he also explored the Klamath Lakes basin, the Siskiyous and
the Shasta regions, the Central Valley of California, and even the
Colorado River.
 Interestingly, at this point in time, the explorers and early trappers
had no notion of where rivers began or how they were linked; they
were in search of the fabled “Buenaventura” River, which was thought
to flow from “Lake Salado” (the Great Salt Lake) all the way to the
Pacific, with many assuming it emptied out through the San Francisco
Bay. Many of these early men believed there must be a single
fountainhead somewhere in the Rockies. Even Lewis and Clark mapped
the Multnomah (Willamette) as rising out of a lake south of the Snake
River, flowing north and west, to join the Columbia (again with no
account of the Cascade Range).
 One of Ogden’s rivals in the fur industry was the American-born
Jedediah Smith. They often found themselves in similar regions, they
were curt and civil, but Smith was considered “a sly, cunning, Yankee.”
  Ogden ran his company of men, women, and children (often
numbering well over one hundred) in almost military fashion. It was
written that “no man (was) exempted from going on discovery (ie,
scouting)… no man (was) exempted from the night
watch except the day guard…”

www.GailJenner.com

Local Author
Gail Jenner
is a contributor to
NPR's Jefferson Public
Radio series, "As It Was:
Tales From the State of
Jefferson." At left is her
newest book, coauthored
with Bernita L. Tickner.
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Discovering the State of Jefferson
Continued from Page 20

      In November 1826, Ogden
and his party of men headed for
the untrapped “Clameitte”
River. They traveled due west,
but the landscape was
disheartening and in order to
keep his men from deserting or
mutinying, he promised them
a river. They did reach the
Little Deschutes River, and
having Tom McKay as his
guide (he’d traveled to this

region under the command of Finnan McDonald), they
kept going. The men were hungry; unfortunately Ogden
complained that there were few real hunters in the group
and returned with only seven white-tailed deer. He wrote:
“Our hunters are not even deserving of the name and,
although constantly in motion, can scarecely support
themselves.”
  The party did start over the Cascades and
Siskiyous (called by them, the “Umpqua Mountains”) but
word from Fort Vancouver warned that the Spanish were
concerned over their entry into their territory. Ogden was
instructed to “avoid armed collisions with Americans or
Spaniards at all cost,” although he was not told to turn
back.
 On the shores of Klamath Lake, Ogden wrote: “All
looks gloomy. What will become of us? Two horses
already killed for food…” In addition, there were no beaver.
 It was on Christmas Day, 1826, that Ogden and his
men saw Mount Shasta, looming far out in the distance.
They were warned against traveling further south,
however, after being told by some visiting Klamath
Indians that it was the land of the Sastise (Shasta), and
they were at present at war with them. Ogden promised
himself he would return in the spring. But by this time, his
men were near starving, and the need to keep moving was
paramount.
 In January 1827, Ogden and his men finally reached
the Klamath River—and California. Just south of the
Oregon line, near today’s Beswick, they discovered a hot
springs. But they found no beaver. The Klamath guide who
agreed to lead Ogden  over the Siskiyous informed him
that the Klamaths had “destroyed them all.” In fact, they
did not trade them, but ate the meat and used the hides
after singing the fur off the pelts.
 Turning southwest to Cottonwood Creek, north of
Hornbrook, Ogden noted that the soil was good and he
guessed the river navigable. Here they did trap some
beaver, in spite of the heavy rain. He regretted the lack of
a well-marked trail over the Siskiyous that could link Fort
Vancouver with the Klamath by way of the Willamette.
He wrote: “It is to be regretted this country has been
allowed to remain so long unexplored.” He noted,
however, that the region did not promise much in the way
of beaver or large and attractive rivers. They did find the
local Klamath Indians helpful, kind, and eager to trade.
He admonished his men to not steal from them, as he did
not want to make enemies of them.

 In February, Ogden and his men crossed over “The Mountain” and arrived
at the Little Applegate River. The snow had been not much more than a foot
deep, making their journey easy. He wrote of their ascent, “The first Mountain
since my sojourn…that I have succeeded in crossing without sacrificing horses,
either in summer or winter.” The loss of any horses was perilous and Ogden
refused to sacrifice them unless absolutely necessary.
 The party set up camp and immediately met with a local Indian (most likely
a Shasta) who brought them a salmon and announced that winter was over; it
was February 9! He noted that these new Indians were “bold, stout-looking
fellows who made their caps and arrow quivers of beaver skins.” As to the
continued conflict between the Klamath and Shasta, he wrote: “So far as regards
their quarrels, we shall give ourselves no trouble…” Unfortunately, as time
went on, there were a number of threats and/or attacks on horses, and Ogden
admitted, “The Indians are displeased at seeing us daily destroy their beaver,
and say they will, in consequence, starve.”
 Ogden is credited with naming several local landmarks. “This river I have
named Sastise River, also a mount equal in height to Mount Hood or Vancouver
I have named Mount Sastise…I have given these names from the tribe of
Indians who are well known by all the neighboring tribes.”
 In 1828-29, Peter Skene Ogden explored the Great Salt Lake region; hence,
Ogden River and Ogden, Utah, are named for him. He explored areas of the
Great Basin and followed the Humboldt River to its dry sink in modern-day
Nevada (which Jedediah Smith crossed in 1827). He also traveled the edge of
the Sierra Nevada Range, through the Mojave Desert.
 In 1847, Ogden is credited with averting a war with the Cayuse and
Umatilla tribes, where he negotiated for the lives of 49 settlers taken after the
tragic Whitman Massacre.
 He retired to Oregon City, with one of his numerous Indian wives. He wrote
a memoir, entitled TRAITS OF AMERICAN INDIAN LIFE AND
CHARACTER. BY A FUR TRADER. He died in 1854.

Part 3 of The Siskiyou Trail, to be continued …. ♦
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SISKIYOU  COUNTY   CATTLEWOMEN

For more information about the Siskiyou County CattleWomen,
go to www.siskiyoucountycattlewomen.com.

BEEF
HAS
Z inc
I ron
P rotein

January 24, 2014 General Meeting
Strings Restaurant, Yreka, California

11:00 am

Congratulations to three outstanding Cattlewomen
Rita March 2014 Cattlewoman of the Year
Doloris Tozier 2014 Pioneer Cattlewoman

Heidy Carver 2014 Top Hand Cattlewoman

Full Service Restaurant & Bakery
HEAVEN CAFE & BAKERY

 A SLICE
    OF

322 S. Main Street
Dorris, CA  96023

(530) 397-5493

Delicious Homemade Soups
Baking done from Scratch
Catering - Dine In - Take Out

Jim Hendricks
Owner

30 Commercial Way
PO Box 30

Etna, CA  96027
(530) 467-5678

www.etnarvp.com
email: etnarvp@sisqtel.net

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE PARK, INC.
- RV Park

 - Store
 - Self-Storage

 The New Year is here and I just wanted to reflect a little on what this
HAPPY LITTLE PUBLICATION means to me.  We have been publishing
Jefferson Backroads every single month for nearly five straight years, with
the excellent and beautiful contributions of the many advertisers and story
writers you see on our pages.  The joy I receive, gathering, putting together
and proudly sharing the unique essence of our beloved Siskiyou County,
California region through our adventurous and solid State of Jefferson theme
is immense.  I thank you all from the bottom of my heart for allowing me to
provide this service...
 I have known for decades how much I yearn for and deeply love our old-
fashioned, Small Town – Rural American way of life.  I was fortunate to
have moved far away from the big city in the summer of 1984, up to our
neighboring rugged and remote Lassen County, about 100 miles to the east
of Yreka.  This territory of Northern California and Southern Oregon IS our
backyard, from the coast to the eastern borders and beyond.  With our lower
amounts of people and our higher amounts of fresh air, mountains, flowing
streams, backroads and stars, THIS is the region I call my home. Rural
America reflects my heart and soul, and I am grateful to be living up here in
our own piece of God’s Majestic Country.
 The events that take place at the various times of year up this way are
deeply rooted in tradition and reflect the love of our community.  All of us
who are joined together on these pages enjoy sharing our way of life, our
community events, our businesses, recreational opportunities and our
incredible history, and THIS is why I believe our publication has continued
to flourish for five straight years.  Jefferson Backroads is our gift to the many
wonderful readers who seek out or stumble upon our happy little local
publication, in its paper form or on our 24/7/365 website publication links.
 Each month we strive to bring to our pages new and interesting stories,
amazing and unique artists and crafters, dedicated mom and pop businesses,
delicious brew pubs, wineries and restaurants along with a sampling of the
more than 1,000 fabulous things to do around here!
  Happy New Year to each and every one of you and  Thank You ALL

– honored and amazing Writers, Readers, Advertisers &
Subscribers – for being so supportive, so encouraging and
so generous as to SHARE your energies through this
amazing community EFFORT we call Jefferson Backroads.
          – M.Fain, Editor

THANK YOU ... & A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

BNG
FINISH

Custom Cabinets,
Furniture & Caskets

P.O. Box 356
Etna, CA 96027
(530) 598-8518
CA Lic #914432

www.BNGFinish.com

Give us a call today so we can begin
to create custom furniture & cabinets
for YOUR beautiful dream home!
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Veterans Services & Benefits Include:
Compensation/Disability  Pension/Aid & Attendance
Medical/Healthcare    Vocational Rehabilitation
Educational benefits   Burial/Death benefits
Home Loan Eligibility  Obtain Military Records/Medals

Contact:  Tim Grenvik, CVSO (County Veterans Service Officer)
Siskiyou County Veterans Service Office

105 E Oberlin Road - Yreka, CA  96097
Phone:  (530) 842-8010     Fax: 841-4314

timothy.grenvik@siskiyousheriff.org

SENIOR & VETERAN SERVICES

www.miap.us
VETERAN RECOVERY PROGRAM

MISSING IN
AMERICA
PROJECT

SENIOR SERVICES
Greenhorn Grange

Yreka, CA  (530) 842-0622

Happy Camp Family Resource Center
Happy Camp, CA  (530) 493-5117

Happy Camp Senior Center
Happy Camp, CA  (530) 493-2508

Madrone Hospice
Yreka, CA  (530) 842-3907

Meals on Wheels and Veteran’s Services
Dorris, CA (530) 397-2273

Mt. Shasta Senior Nutrition
Mt. Shasta, CA  (530) 926-4611

Scott Valley Community Lunch Program
Valley Oaks Senior Center: 468-2120

Etna United Methodist Church: 467-3612
Scott Valley Family Resources: 468-2450
Scott Valley Berean Church: 467-3715
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

COME AND EXPERIENCE BUTTE VALLEY, located in extreme Northern California on Highway 97. Visit our
Chamber of Commerce Website at www.ButteValleyChamber.com or  www.bvcc.biz.

EVENT:

Local Telephone Service - DSL &
Wireless Internet - Low Income

Services - Life Line Services
(530) 397-2211

“Where you belong” - Financing Available
www.pacificcrestfcu.com

(530) 397-2710 or 1-800-570-0265

Across from the GIANT American Flag
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Dining

Catering - Dine in - Take out
On Highway 97 (530) 397-5493

Highway 97, Dorris
Fuel - Metal Recycling (530) 397-7697

24/7 Towing (530) 938-1110

Discount Liquor and Case Pricing
Discount Tobacco

Open 7 days a week
Highway 97. Dorris (530) 397-7466

Best Authentic Mexican Food in Town!
Open weekdays 8am - 9pm

Sunday 9am - 9pm
On Highway 97 in Dorris

Volunteers Wanted!
We pay for training!

Call today (530) 397-2105

We would like to entice you to bring YOUR business to Butte Valley, California.
Butte Valley Unified School District has NO developer fees.

NOW OPEN
Thurs/Fri/Sat. 5 - 9 p.m.

(530) 397-2097
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Siskiyou Pellet Mill
Larry Dancer

9539 Old Hwy 99
Grenada, CA  96038

(530) 436-2241

Nutrena Feeds &
Cargill Salt

Breakfast Everyday
Lunch Monday - Friday

Steve Hector, Owner

610 So. Mt. Shasta Blvd.
Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

(530) 926-9944

MountShastaPastry.com

304 Maple Street - Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

Dine In - Take Out - Delivery
530-926-2821

in tiny batches on our vintage 1936
roaster and delivered weekly to finer
cafes and groceries in the North State.

NORTHBOUND
C O F F E E R O A S T E R S
www.northboundcoffee.com
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1508 Fairlane Rd.   (530) 842-6035
Yreka, CA 96097   www.LesSchwab.com

TIRE
YOUR WINTER

HEADQUARTERS!

Serving Siskiyou County for 32 years
412 South Main Street, Yreka, California  -  CA Lic #516471
(530) 841-1841 - Show Room     (530) 465-2308 - Business

925 Lassen Lane - Mt. Shasta, CA  96067
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 to 5 - Saturdays 10 to 2

(530) 926-6562

Noah’s Ark Feed Barn
Food & Supplies for Your Pets

Toys for Your Pets
PET TAGS While you Wait

RON’S
Furniture & Appliance

Owners Ron & Dixie Cervelli

212 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd.
Mt. Shasta, CA  96067

(530) 926-0280
FAX 926-0283

Montgomerys Meat Co.
Meat - Deli - BBQ &

Custom Processing
Eric Montgomery

488 S. Weed Blvd.
Weed, CA 96094

(530) 938-0203

montgomerysmeats@att.net

Dave Duerr
6737 N. Hwy. 3

PO Box 534
Fort Jones, CA 96032

530-468-5444

Mean Gene’s Gas
Fuel and Oil Distributor

Scott Valley, CA

Call to set up
Local Delivery
PRODUCTS: Gasoline, Red Diesel, Highway Diesel,

Kerosene, Oil and we now carry Wood Pellets.
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HISTORICAL MARKERs
of our region

Rock Point Hotel and Stage Stop
The Plaques of E Clampus Vitus

Umpqua Joe No. 1859 &
Humbug Chapter No. 73

The thirty second in a continuing series of articles
prepared by Bill Wensrich

“If you ain’t plaque’n, then you ain’t Clampin’”

Sights and sounds of horse drawn coaches rumbling through the
stage stop have been replaced with those of vineyards and the smell of Petit
Syrah.  Memories long ago loudly resonated with a stage coach coming
through the covered bridge.  You could hear the rhythm of the horse’s hoof
beats and smell the dirt, leather and sawdust.   Today that imagery of the
Rock Point Stage Stop and Hotel has been lost to time with the passing of
generations.  The site, now occupied by southern Oregon’s Del Rio Winery,
instead evokes experiences reminiscent of California’s Napa Valley.  The
old Rock Point Hotel now houses their tasting room.
 Discovery of gold in southern Oregon in 1851 unleashed a flood of
miners and homesteaders into the area.  This invasion and land grab resulted
in ongoing conflict with local Indian tribes culminating in Oregon’s 1855
Rogue Indian War.  One John B. White fought the Indians from 1855-1856,
serving under Captain William A. Wilkinson.  In exchange for his services,
he received land and homesteaded the Rock Point area.  Rock Point is
named after distinctive geology found at this location along the Rogue
River.  At this point the river passes from a wider valley into a much more
constricted section, with hills close on each side and rock lined river banks.

After White was appointed judge for the Dardanelles
precinct in 1857, he established a post office in Rock Point
two years later.  Building first on the south side of the river,
John developed a new homestead on the north side of the stage
road after the flood of 1861-1862 destroyed his home and the
bridge over the Rogue.
 Meanwhile, a certain Lytle White with his wife, Jane,
arrived in the area in 1859.  In 1863 Mr. Lytle White, no
relation to John B. White, was able to purchase 168 acres from
John for the sum of $2,000.  Lytle opened a store and took on
partner Ben Haymond.  John B. White continued to prosper,
and was instrumental in Rock Point’s growth from a single
square block to over six square blocks throughout the 1860s
and 1870s.
 As for Lytle, he saw great promise with the 1860 advent
of the Oregon and California Stage Companies developing a
through route from Portland, Oregon to Sacramento,
California.  In 1864 he began construction of a hotel and stage
stop in Rock Point.  It is this building that the E Clampus Vitus
plaque commemorates.  On February 8, 1865, the hotel opened
to the public with a grand ball attended by a reported 61
couples.  Containing 30 guest rooms, a bar, a second floor
ballroom, kitchens, dining room, separate parlors for the ladies
and gents and the first telegraph office for the area, the hotel
served as the highly anticipated stagecoach stop until the
arrival of the railroad in 1883.  During the rest of the decade
the small community of Rock Point flourished.   Joining the
hotel and post office were homes, Abram Schuly's blacksmith
shop, Haymond and White's store, a saloon and school.  Record
books from the Stage Company verify regular use of the Rock
Point Hotel as a stage stop.
 Arrival of the Oregon and California Railroad brought
changes.  The railroad company determined the best place for
a station in the Rogue Valley was east of Rock Point where
they found flat ground.  This place a few miles away became
the town of Gold Hill, Oregon.  The stage stopped rolling.
Hotel patronage dried up.  Rock Point became a memory.
During its heyday it hosted a hotel, stage stop, telegraph, bar,
blacksmith, livery stable, saloon, post office, barbershop,
school house, general store, and tavern.  By the turn of the
twentieth century the hotel closed and the area returned to
farming.

Sketch of the Region - Circa 1888

Pear packing shed restored in 2004 for winery use.
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This historical monument was dedicated on Saturday morning,
April 28, 2007.  The afternoon before the dedication, flying low late
Friday on Interstate 5, passenger and fellow Redshirt, Spike
“Raspberry” Haines, yelled out “there’s exit 43!”  Wheeling onto River
Road into southern Oregon’s Del Rio wine county, we could sense the
scent and smell of the weekend Clampsite and Plaque dedication.
Climbing the gentle hill toward the announced Clampsite a quarter
mile away we ran into a change of venue very fast.  The road to the
picnic area was taped off.  Three white police cars were spread out
across the vineyard at varying locations and as it turns out, owner Rob
Wallace approached our vehicle telling us the function location had
changed to five miles up the road.  As he pointed to one of those hastily
written hard to read Clamper signs with the letters “ECV” at the top I
exclaimed, “something musta happened!”
 An hour later after missing several turns we found Valley of the
Rogue State Park winding up in Loop ‘F” near the end of the road.
I’m not sure what the letter “F” signified for us on this occasion, but I
had some strongly worded thoughts about it.
 Once in the park at first glance, all Spike and I saw were red shirts
and green trees.  We thought it was Christmas.  Soon the “Dizz”
flagged us down and welcomed us to the new makeshift Clampsite.
We knew we’d arrived at an honest to God Clampout and plaque
dedication.
 After setting up the tent and “telegraphing” the Widders, we began
to sample ale and Budweiser beer on tap.  Later that night, we found
out the reason for the venue change.  The winery owners were
concerned about insurance issues and reconsidered the notion of letting
Clampers camp on their property.  The police cars turned out to be
something the winery owner likes to do for fun; they store unoccupied
cop cars on the property to reduce vandalism.
 Following a quick Saturday breakfast 40 Redshirts were led by
Wagon Master Steve “Zeke” Van de Bogart to the winery for the plaque
dedication.  Dizzy Dean Crandell handed out some fine Clamphistory
discussing the Rock Point Hotel Stage Stop and Telegraph office.
 Zeke speechified and recognized Glenn Hearrell and Matt Perkins
for mounting the Plaque.  It was Glenn’s idea to plaque the Winery.
Owners, Jolee and Rob Wallace, discussed the winery and its history.
Jolee had provided the wording for the plaque.  During the ceremony
Zeke asked Leo Champagne to say a few words and read the plaque to
all gathered.  Leo did a fine job as he stumbled over a few of the
misspelled words on the plaque (What do you expect?  We’re
Clampers!).
 Following the ceremony, Mr. Wallace took a number of Redshirts
on a tour of the winery.  With 215 acres under cultivation on the 815
acre farm, Wallace grows 15 different varieties of grapes.  Redshirts
got to view the old 1920s vintage packing house that was converted
into a wine cellar and bottling room.  Inside the more than 80 year old
remodeled building, modern stainless steel vats hold grape juice prior
to aging in 60 gallon white oak barrels imported from France and
Hungary.
 Rob explained wine labeled “bottled in Oregon” can only contain
the juice from grapes grown in the state.  If wine is blended with grapes
from California or other locations outside Oregon it must be labeled
as “American” wine.

Following the tour we headed to the tasting room.  Jolee
and Marilou were pouring for the Redshirts right and left,
stackin’em up almost as fast as we were drinkin’ ‘em.  Sampling
various viticultural vineyard varietal pleasures was fun, fun fun!
First a Merlot, then a Syrah and Claret followed by Cabernet Franc
and Rose’ Jolee.  WOWser!  We had a great time trying all the
wines two or three or even four times over.  The Syrah proved
popular when it came time to take a memento or two home.
 To view this plaque take Interstate 5 to southern Oregon.  Use
Exit 43 and head east of the freeway.  Turn right onto Highway 99
and continue across the Rogue River using the bridge.  Turn left
on North River road.  You’ll see the winery.  Take the first right
hand turn into Del Rio Vineyards which is west of Gold Hill.  The
Plaque is mounted on the side of the tasting room building.  While
you’re there be sure to sample the wine and take a bottle or two
home with you.  For more information access their web site at:
www.delriovineyards.com/. ♦

Rock Point Stage Stop - Image circa 1888.
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Beautiful and Rugged Siskiyou County is the Very Heart of The State of Jefferson!
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Photo of Dutchman Peak Fire Lookout by Jaime Tarne

19 Counties of Extreme Northern California & Southern
Oregon that make up The HISTORIC State of Jefferson

Legend:
Pacific Crest Trail

Oregon
California

United we stand.

State of Jefferson
Locations !!

MT. SHASTA, CA

PARADISE, CA

REDDING, CA

YREKA, CA

GRIDLEY, CA

GRANTS PASS, OR

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
MEDFORD, OR

WILLOWS, CA
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