DISCOVERING THE
STATE OF JEFFERSON
REGION
By Gail Jenner - Enjoy another new story of the
many historical towns and unique realms which
can be found scattered about The State of Jefferson.

“The Region Grows as People Move West”
Photos: above Courtesy Library of Congress.
Below women often mined alongside their
husbands. Courtesy Gail Jenner Collection

Initially, small groups of emigrants migrated west via the Oregon Trail before 1843;
after that, larger trains of settlers moved westward. By 1847, nearly 5,000 people had
traveled to Oregon.
Discovery of gold in California caused immigrants to turn away from Oregon and
seek their fortunes in the booming gold fields. In 1849, there were only 400 new arrivals
in Oregon.
In 1850, with the passage of the Donation Land Law, an action to encourage
settlement of the Oregon country, the number of settlers increased. The land grant
gave to every white man and Indian half-breed who were citizens of the United States
and residents of the territory (or who might become residents by December 1, 1850)
640 acres for nothing. A married woman could be granted a half-section. Unsettled
land in other areas of the United States was homesteaded in tracts of 160 acres.
Almost overnight, Jacksonville sprang up to become a major boomtown in southern
Oregon, while Yreka and other burgeoning communities took root in northern California.
Communities with intriguing names emerged in Oregon, including Logtown, Buncom,
Sterling, Steamboat, City Gulch, Browntown, Althouse, Kerby, Waldo and others.
Frogtown, Hawkinsville, Scott Bar, Sawyers Bar, Hamburg and other settlements grew
up in Siskiyou County. These locations were only a handful of the thousands of mining
sites carved out across the “northern mines.”
Meanwhile, thousands of miners, including hundreds of Chinese, contributed
their labor and money to the region between 1851 and 1890. In addition, miles of
ditches were dug to transport water to the mining sites, and miles of toll roads were
eventually built to accommodate the increased travel moving north or south, east or
west. The extent of the
mining industry in
Jackson County alone
was substantiated by
the 5,438 mining
locations established
from October 1856 to
June 1880.
In all, more than
400,000 people
crossed the plains
between 1840 and
Here is another of
1860. Approximately
Local Author Gail Jenner’s
80,000 of those settled
amazing literary
in the famed
projects.
Willamette Valley of
Oregon. �
www.GailJenner.com
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TAWANDA
FARMS

Tawanda Farms
Tawanda Farms is a cattle and sheep ranch in the rural
seclusion of Siskiyou County, Northern California.
We are proud to offer high-quality grass-fed,
grass finished beef and lamb, fleece, and breeding stock.
935 Lichens Road, Montague, CA 96064
(530) 459-0966 - www.TawandaFarms.com
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If you can stand one more ram story. This summer we sold a
lot of animals to other breeding farms. That’s a good thing: good
that the animals can live when they have done all they can for this
flock, and good for the pocketbook. So we had animals going to
Kansas, Iowa, Washington and California. Only one adult animal
went to Washington. The others were lambs.
The one adult was Brugge, a beautiful dark Romney ram. He
went to a wonderful home. Rebecca needed a new ram so Brugge
went to live there. This young woman shepherd knows what she
is doing with meat and fleece and matching up breeding pairs.
She is an outstanding fleece person and she is big into natural
things. She wanted to know if Brugge likes vegetables because
she feeds leftover veggies to the sheep. Of course, he likes
veggies.
She needed to know that while Brugge is not aggressive, he is
not super friendly. He holds his head high and is standoffish. He
went there with two ewe lambs and for the time they spent
together, they bonded. They were his family. However, the girls
needed to come out of his pen since breeding time was only a
month or so away.
As luck would have it, a Bantam hen hatched her chicks and
moved in with Brugge. Rebecca was worried because those
babies were smaller than his hooves. She thought they might get
hurt, unintentionally, of course. So she watched. Brugge
followed them around the pen He would look at each foot before
he set it down, being very aware of where they were. She said the
hen is not fond of sheep but eventually left Brugge to babysit
while she went out to forage.
This is what we, at Tawanda Farms, call a killer ram. He is
so mindful of little things and that he is so much bigger. To the
Bantams he is a gentle giant.
Animals are such wonderful creatures when you take the time
to stop and watch. You can learn all kinds of things. �

DUNSMUIR RAILROAD DEPOT HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS
THE TRAINS
by Caroline Reginato Hamlin C1986
Our lives were governed by the trains. Their huge, huffing bodies, hissing out steam as
they lumbered through our mountain valley, were like angry Minotaurs who demanded
our deference and tribute. In the dark of night their whistles cried out to us, reassuring
us that our world which depended so entirely on their movement, continued. The
whistles called to us, telling us the time of day, the time to eat, the time to work. The
rhythms of the trains were the rhythms of our lives.
Our fathers, brothers, uncles, nephews, all worked on the trains: those who shoveled
coal, those who laid track, those who switched tracking, the conductors, the firemen,
the engineers, the boilermakers who crawled into the enormous bellies searching for
their heartbeats - all served the master, the train.
Its breathe came into our homes. We washed black soot from our walls, our curtains,
our windows, endlessly battling coal dust year in and year out. For those who labored
in its belly, the blackness sunk into their very skin, under their nails and into their
psyche.
We rode the trains. We, who knew little of the world outside our canyon. We, with
our free passes, passes to the world, traveled up and down the rails, visiting aunts,
uncles, brothers and sisters, those who were no longer part of our world of trains, those
who left to find a larger existence.
Exerpt from Dunsmuir Centennial Book 1886-1986

Delicious Charbroiled Burgers
Fries & Great Shakes!
Smoked BBQ Pulled Pork
& Philly Cheesesteaks!
Pet-Friendly Patio Dining
Dine In or Take Out
5942 Dunsmuir Avenue
Dunsmuir, California
(530) 235-2902

Dunsmuir Museum
Located at the
Amtrak Depot
Corner of Pine
& Sacramento
Dunsmuir, Ca
Revisit the past in this historic railroad town.
Open April through October, 1st and 3rd Saturday,
from 10am to 2pm.

www.dunsmuirdepot.com
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History of the Mount Shasta Region
Stories & Photos submitted by the
Mount Shasta Sisson Museum
1 North Old Stage Road, Mt. Shasta, CA 96067
(530) 926-5508 website: www.mtshastamuseum.com

“Siskiyou’s Gold”

Thompson’s Dry Diggings. Photo Courtesy
Siskiyou County Museum.

405 Main Street
Etna, California 96027
(530) 467-5544

There is no question that it was gold that drew the men and women to
Siskiyou County. Two well-producing areas were Thompson's Dry Diggings
and Greenhorn Creek in Yreka.
Thompson’s Dry Diggings was named for its discoverer, Abraham
Thompson. In 1851, Abraham Thompson, Judge Day, and Dr. F. G. Hearn
were in a party of men who left the Willamette Valley to go south over the
Siskiyou mountains. They were on their way to Scotts Bar where gold had
been discovered in November 1850. They were overtaken with a 3-day rain
storm, so they stayed three days at the camping ground on Ieka Creek (Yreka).
They drove the horses and mules up on the flats above the camp to graze. The
place where the stock was located became water-soaked. The roots came
loose with the bunch grass when an animal pulled on the grass. This
caused the animal to spit out both the grass and the dirt. The hard rain
washed these grass roots, causing little particles of gold to be released.
When Thompson was on watch one day with the stock, he saw the little
yellow pieces of gold. His panning of this soil led to the discovery in
March 1851 of gold in Yreka. Thousands of prospectors flooded the area.
Greenhorn Creek in Yreka was another productive area. Greenhorn
Creek commemorates the “greenhorn” who discovered the gold. This
ground had been worked by many miners. The creek was mined until it
was thought to be worked out. The miners moved on to a nearby area.
In the 1957 Siskiyou Pioneer, published by the Siskiyou County
Historical Society, Frank Herzog wrote his version of what happened: "A
very well-dressed traveling Englishman with a good outfit of mules,
saddle horses, etc. arrived at the Bean, McConnell workings and watched
the boys sluicing and panning, and asked the boys what they were doing
mixing the dirt with the water. Mr. Bean told him they were separating
and washing the gold from the dirt and gravel. The Englishman seemed
quite surprised and asked if he could camp thereabouts and watch them
mine, adding that he had always wanted a gold mine himself and asked
them where he could go to get a gold mine. By this time, the whole crew
was interested and Mr. Bean pointed to a most unlikely spot up the hill
and told the man that he might find some gold up there under the oak
tree. The Englishman took Bean at his word, and he began scratching
around the oak tree and settled down to working the 'unlikely spot.'
There, he struck a very rich 'lead' or ‘channel,’ which earned him $7,000
in a very short time."
Thus, the creek was called "Greenhorn," after that inexperienced
person, who looked like he could be easily tricked. It was said that about
$11,000,000 of gold was produced in the five-mile reach of Greenhorn
Creek. Because of the many productive gold mines in the area, Siskiyou
County earned its reputation as being one of the most productive areas
for gold mining in the United States. �

Facebook: Wildwood Crossing
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Northern Klamath Co.
Oregon History & Events
By John C. Driscoll
Johncdriscoll1068@gmailcom
Find other interesting regional histories for sale on these pages.

“The 2018 Gilchrist Cruise:
The Guard Changes”
Since 1994 every third Saturday of July classic car owners and classic car
enthusiasts gather in front of the Gilchrist Mall for the annual Gilchrist Cruise
and Summer Fun Day. Since its founding in 1994 by Rick Ward and Bill
Scally, the Gilchrist Cruise has attracted classic cars from throughout the
Pacific Northwest and northern California. Last winter Rick Ward and Bill
Scally, after 23 years of taking charge of the Gilchrist Cruise, the turned north
Klamath County’s première summer event over to the Crescent Rural Fire
Protection District. This year this amazing fire department began building on
the work done by Rick Ward and Bill Scally.
2018 included entries from the 1920s, 1930s, 1940s, hot rods, a 1960 MG
“A’ model, a ’58 Ford Thunderbird and numerous Fords and Chevys from the
50s, 60s and 70s. This year Jim and Rain Boman’s red 1932 Ford Coupe
went home with the Best In Show trophy. (Photo below)
As always the Gilchrist Cruise begins with a pancake breakfast put on by
the Crescent Rural
Fire Protection
District. Following
the Poker Run the
Newberry Band
played for the
street dance. This
year 82 cars were
entered. Joanie’s
Catering of
Crescent prepared
barbeque providing
lunch and early
dinner. This year’s
number of crafts vendors offering their works more than doubled. The 2018
Gilchrist Cruise was, to date, one of the biggest and was the best attended.
What makes the Gilchrist Cruise possible, what has sustained it for the
past 23 years, is Gilchrist’s sense of community. Gilchrist residents, as well
as those of Crescent, join together each year to make this event happen.
Gilchrist is a unique community.
Gilchrist, Oregon, known as The Model Company Town, was established
in 1938 by the Gilchrist Timber Company. The town’s founding residents
moved out to Oregon from Laurel, Mississippi. Gilchrist, located in north
Klamath County on the eastern slope of the Cascades Mountains, is home of
Oregon’s first mall. The Gilchrist Mall includes one of the few remaining
regulation, two lane, bowling alleys. Gilchrist is Oregon’s first town that was
from the time of its founding entirely plumbed, wired for electricity and
equipped with a rotary dial telephone system. These features were why the
town was described in 1939 as the Wonder Town. Hollis Johnson, renowned
Oregon architect was Gilchrist’s designer. He used the Norwegian Modern
style when designing the town. Gilchrist, at the time of its completion,
attracted national attention. Seeing the town is yet another reason to attend
the Gilchrist Cruise.

Jim Price, Crescent Rural Fire Department’s member in
charge of the 2018 Gilchrist Cruise, said about the 2018 Cruise
and plans for the 2019 Cruise:
“We relied heavily on the previous organizers to keep the
cruise going as it has in the past. We wanted to keep most of
the traditions alive and try to make it seamless for those who
have attended in years past. We kept the check-in, raffles, Bestin-show award, jacket sponsor program, live band, BBQ & beer
garden, and even the pancake breakfast. We added many more
vendors to keep people around and enjoying the day. We also
changed the poker run to keep the cars in the lot, giving them a
chance to stay and enjoy themselves longer. We added an
engine blow and car smash this year. For the most part, the day
was very similar to cruises in the past. We simply wanted to add
a little more to the 'Summer Fun Day' part of the event by adding
a little more besides the car show. We did move the pancake
breakfast to inside the Pine Room Restaurant, which was a very
positive move. It kept people out of the heat and provided a
nostalgic atmosphere for those who remember dining in there.
With the Volunteer Association taking over the Cruise this year,
it provided our team with not only a fundraising opportunity, but
also a training opportunity that included much planning,
coordinating and implementing with all hands-on deck for the
event. It was a great opportunity to see our students, volunteers
and paid staff all step up and be an important part of the Cruise
and helping us pull it off. Next year, we will implement our ICS
(Incident Command System) earlier as a way to delegate the
vital tasks to those willing to take them on. This will provide us
with a more organized approach to the day and allow us to build
on what was a successful event overall. With a very positive
community response with lots of volunteers, I think we can only
grow from here.”
For more information about the 2019 Gilchrist Cruise
contact Jim Price at 541-433-2466. The third Saturday in July
is always the day for the Gilchrist Cruise. For 2019 the date is
July 20, 2019. See you there. �
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Pioneer
Stories
Story Prepared by
Jennifer Bryan of the G.S.S.C.

“DNA Tests Bring Family
Together”
A while back two strangers submitted DNA Samples
to Ancestry.com in hopes of finding who their father was
and information about his parents. They were interested in
their Family Trees since both didn’t have their father in
their lives growing up. The research had hit a ‘Brick Wall’
when they discovered their father was adopted and
adoption records were not found. There was confusion
also due to name changes or use of different names.
Georgine submitted the test, and as expected, she found
no matches as she was an only child. Later, Jim
submitted the test, at the urging of his wife, Nancy. He
found a match! Georgine!
The Ancestry.com DNA Test results linked them as
cousins. The first emails confirmed they were siblings with
surprising similarities in their lives. They were were only a
few years apart in age, and both of their mothers had
been around Veteran’s hospitals on the East Coast after
WW II. Both of their mothers had children with the same
man, although that part was previously unknown to either
of these siblings.
With research at the Genealogical Society of Siskiyou
County their journey started. The research revealed that
they were actually half siblings and they contacted each
other via emails, continuing their conversation. At first it
was a cautious contact but really exciting for both of them
at the same time. They started following the bread crumbs
of their family history trying to find the link.

The research results
pointed at a US WW II
Navy Sailor that had lung
issues and he was in and
out of Veterans’ hospitals
during the time period.
James Ernest Murphy
must have been a
smooth-talking man,
because he charmed at
least two sweet women.
In the late 1940’s, he
met a school teacher,
love followed, and
Virginia became the
mother of Jim Murphy.
‘Gina’ decided to raise
her only child in
Massachusetts in her
parents’ home after Ernest left town. The second was Brenda, a nurse from
England. Brenda had met this charming sailor in a Connecticut Veteran’s hospital
and love blossomed. In the 1950’s, Brenda moved back to England with Ernest
James Murphy (subtle name change) and had one child with him, Georgine
Murphy. Ernest only stayed in England a short time.
Through family history research it was discovered that Ernest James Murphy
also used the name of James Ernest Murphy and that he was adopted by his
Aunt and Uncle. The family name is also in question and it could be Mathes not
Murphy (not-so-subtle name change). Searching out Ernest’s birth parents’ line is
a genealogical work in progress. Ernest also married at least 3, maybe 4 times.
So far, the research has only revealed the two children, but our sailor traveled
quite a bit.
After the two siblings discovered each other via the DNA test they spent time
getting to know each other via emails and phone calls. This summer they met in
person for the first time in Yreka. Jim Murphy and his wife Nancy came to Yreka
to spend a week visiting with sister Georgine and seeing the sites of Yreka. Since
Jim is a model train buff, he made friends with the local model train enthusiasts
and got to see his operating model train displays. They also spent several days
researching the family history at the Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County in
Yreka, meeting the great staff, and finding more details plus some wonderful
photos that had been posted online.
The happy ending to the story is they
love each other and will continue their
relationship now for many years to come.
Bless them, they have a lot to catch up
with. Photo above of Jim & Georgina. �

Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County
2018 Schedule for Genealogical Society of Siskiyou County
Open Saturdays - 10am to 3pm (for additional info call
JEN BRYAN 530-917-9478)
Sept 1st
Sept 8
Sept 15th
Sept 22
Sept 29

Closed
10am to 3pm
10am to 3pm
10am to Noon
10am to 3pm
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Labor Day Holiday
Open Research
Open Research
Class – Organizing your Research
Open Research

