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Get back to the Basics.

Honoring our TRUE Heroes

Grow, raise & preserve
your own healthy foods.
Make music with your friends.
CREATE. Sew, crochet, knit,
weave, paint, draw, build, write.
Learn and teach kids the
old school, old world cooking
& hand-crafting methods.
Work Hard. Smile. Believe.
Make a Positive Difference.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
LAND OF THE FREE...
BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE.

We Proudly Support, Honor & Salute
America’s Amazing Heroes...
The Men and Women who Bravely
Protect and Serve Law Abiding Citizens:
Our Law Enforcement & Firefighters,
Military & Veterans, Paramedics,
First Responders, Emergency Medical &
Search and Rescue Personnel.
We Thank You All for Your Courageous Service.

“MADE IN AMERICA”
We seek Made in America
Products & Services
to KEEP AMERICA STRONG.

WE LOVE OLD SCHOOL AMERICA
THANK YOU! This happy little local
publication is made possible ONLY thanks to
our Honored Advertisers who graciously place
their ADs with us. Our beloved writers, readers
and
subscribers
complete the
circle...
Please take a
moment to let
these
generous
businesses
know you saw
their Ads and
stories in
Jefferson
Backroads.
It really DOES
make a
difference!

2017 Advertising Rates
AD SIZES & RATES PER MONTH
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4x4
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Full Color Ads
Full Color Ads
Full Color Ads

only $50/mo
only $85/mo
only $150/mo
only $200/mo

only $100/mo
only $160/mo
only $225/mo
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*Additional $50 new ad design fee will be applied.
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ADVERTISING Rates and Publication Information
BREW PUBS - A Few Local Breweries, Tap Houses & Pubs
Butte Valley Chamber of Commerce Business & Events
Dunsmuir Railroad Depot & Museum News & Events
Events - Upcoming . . . Just a Few
Map of Siskiyou County
Map of The State of Jefferson
Quilting & Handcrafting Stuff
RMEF Banquet Schedule
Senior & Veteran Services & Information
Shasta Legacy Law Center - Love Your Pets
Siskiyou Bowmen Upcoming Events
Siskiyou Ice Rink - Info and Upcoming Events
STORY: “Billy Aseltine - Billy’s Story, Part I” by Hank Nelson
STORY: “Napping the Backroads” by Ralph Fain
STORY: “Northern Klamath County, Oregon History” By John Driscoll
STORY: “Shasta ClayWorks” by Renee Wendy
STORY: “Stitching in the Ditch” by Judy Sartor
STORY: “Trash or Treasure?” by Jill Livingston
Veteran & Senior Services & Information

WE

email: JeffersonBackroads@gmail.com

BUSINESSES

Cover Photo - Point Cabrillo Light Station, Mendocino, California
Taken in January 2017 by Michelle Fain
Jefferson Backroads is proudly created and published for those
Independent, Hard Working, Old School, Patriotic American Rebels who
live in or travel through our Rugged & Beautiful State of Jefferson
Region. The TRUE Independent Nature of The State of Jefferson can be
found in Small Towns all across Rural America. We focus on the positive,
the fun, the amazing local businesses, the history and The Adventure!!
Our papers are distributed in the first week of each month throughout
Siskiyou County, California and in surrounding counties.
Subscriptions are available by mail within the USA for only $36 per
year which covers postage and handling. Please mail check payable to
Jefferson Backroads: P.O. Box 344, Grenada, CA 96038. Include your
full name, mailing address and a phone number or email. FYI: Our
publications can be read ONLINE 24/7/365. Thank You for your Support!
Editor/Owner:
Feature Writers:

Michelle Fain Ralph Fain
PO Box 344
Grenada, CA 96038 Owner-Editor Side Kick
(530) 640-0100
www.JeffersonBackroads.com

Mom & Pop

Printed by:

Michelle Fain & Side Kick: Ralph Fain
Jen Bryan
Gail L. Jenner
Hank Nelson
Jean Nels
Judy Sartor
Bill Wensrich
Cascade Printing, Klamath Falls, Oregon

Jefferson Backroads started up in April 2010. Anyone can read our
publications each month FREE via our website and Facebook page.
All content © 2010-2016 by Jefferson Backroads. All Rights Reserved.
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Siskiyou ice rink

Bob’s Ranch House

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers of all ages are welcome at Siskiyou Ice Rink.
♥ Help on the ice and off with school groups is needed typically 12
3pm, Tues thru Friday to assist children with getting their skates on
and off, to help them on the ice, and to help put away skates away
after the session is over.
♥ Experienced skaters are welcome to volunteer as rink guards on
the ice during the season.
♥ Experienced hockey players are welcome to volunteer as
assistant coaches for the rink’s youth hockey program. Help is
needed with setting up the rink for pick-up games, and volunteers
will be needed at the annual Pick Up Hockey Tournament on Sat,
Jan 30, 2016. Email Chris at hockey@siskiyourink.org for
information.

Tuesday- February 14th
585 Collier Way
Etna, CA 96027
(530) 467-5787

Make Your Reservations Today!
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Friends of the Rink is a volunteer-run organization dedicated to
support the Siskiyou Ice Rink – if you have a particular area of
interest you would like to be involved with, or particular skills you
would like share, let us know – it’s likely we can put you to work!
Call the rink office at 530-926-1715 or call FOR 530-926-5631.
You can also email volunteer@siskiyourink.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
LIVE MUSIC:
Saturday Feb. 11, 2017
Strings Broken
GreatfulDead Inspired band.
$10 cover.

Friday - February 10, 2017 from 6-9pm
A Valentine’s Chocolate Affair
The Gallery - Black Bear Building - Mt. Shasta City
Call (530) 926-2334
February 11-12, 2017 from
Winter Art & Chocolate Festival
Brookings Harbor High School, Brookings, Oregon
Call Brookings Chamber of Commerce at (541) 469-3181
Friday - Sunday, March 3-4-5, 2017
NorCal Sports Show
Shasta District Fairgrounds - Anderson, California
www.norcalsportshow.com
Friday - Saturday, March 11-12, 2017
Siskiyou Central Credit Union Sportsmens Expo
Siskiyou Golden Fairgrounds - Yreka, California
www.sisqfair.com - Call (530) 842-2767

WE

LOCAL
MUSICIANS

Historic
Market
Deli - Bar
Live Music
12511 S. Highway 3
Callahan, Ca 96014
(530) 467-3395

We serve food as long as the bar is open.

Scott Valley Theatre Co.
February 3rd @ 7pm
11th Annual Etna High School Improv Night
February 24th, 25th& 26th @7pm
The “Mad Players Present”
“Cabin Fever -or - Dancing With Wolves” a melodrama
March - Fort Jones Elementary Talent Show
March - Etna Elementary Talent Show

Avery Memorial Theatre
430 Main Street - Etna, CA 96027
(530) 598-0989
www.scottvalleytheatrecompany.org

Find Siskiyou Bowmen on Facebook
email siskiyoubowmen@sbcglobal.net
or call (530) 475-6021 or 459-3713
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Dennis Moore
(530) 598-0359
Yreka, California
kendam@nctv.com
—Salmon
—Trout
—Steelhead

Backroads
Adventures
By Ralph Fain

“Napping the Backroads”
“Let’s begin by taking a smallish
nap or two…”
–Winnie the Pooh

WE

FISHER

You read the title right “Napping the Backroads.” Wth you ask. The
answer is simple, like me. I love a nice fat nap! And the best naps to take are
out in the fresh air and sunshine in our Great State of Jefferson!
When I first retired I took a nap every single day. I figured it was my way of
recharging from years of work and the environment in which I worked. After
6 months of daily naps, I began to feel a bit guilty. After a year, I began to
feel a bit lazy. Beyond the year I felt a bit that maybe it was getting out of
hand and I was taking advantage of a good thing and I should be doing
Hours:
something more productive every afternoon. So I tried to quit.
TM
M-F 10-6
Now, I chewed tobacco for years and I know what it’s like to be addicted
Sat 10-4
and I know what it’s like to break that addiction. It’s hell. It’s a long, slow,
Sun 12-4
“The perfect tube turning system...”
minute by minute agonizing hell which requires constant attention to be
Made by a bunch of girls and Dan in Medford, Oregon, USA successful. Twenty years after quitting my tobacco addiction my mouth still
waters every time someone opens a can of chewing tobacco and the aroma
hits my nose.
Giving up napping is worse! How in the world does a person get up at
the crack of dawn to go fishing along the Smith River (or any river but I
3859 S. Stage Road have to get a plug in for my favorite State of Jefferson River!) and not get
(800) 729-0280
(541) 772-8430
Medford, OR 97501 sleepy by one or two o’clock in the afternoon? Seriously, when the weather
email: fasturn@yahoo.com
www.fasturn.net breaks, and it does in the winter time on the Smith, and you are sitting on a
gravel bar soaking in the sun’s rays, how do your eyelids not droop? The
gravel gathers the warmth of the sun and throws it on me from all directions
and my eyes become sandpaper while laying back in my zero gravity chair,
and I nap. Unabashedly, I nap. I snore, drool, jump and pass gas contentedly
while sound asleep. Why not? It is like homemade biscuits and gravy, one of
great pleasures!
Supplies - Classes - Retreats life’sI also
nap while beachcombing our beautiful beaches around Crescent
Experienced Friendly Staff City and into Southern Oregon. How can you not? You walk and walk. The
sound of the surf is a continual massage in your ears and enters your very
P.O. Box 298
109 E. Front Street
soul as you walk along; head bowed looking for agates and other treasures.
Merrill, OR 97633
A man can only take so much before plopping down in a warm, dry gravel
(541) 798-5955
bed with the sun overhead. Sometimes I pretend to dig around the gravel
Robin King & Diane McKoen, Owners www.TaterPatchQuilts.com looking for agates. Usually, I don’t pretend, I just fall right to sleep. Nap
time! One warning of caution while sleeping in the gravel on the beach,
make sure you know what the tides are doing and when! If you have to ask
why, I will leave it to you to figure out thru your own experiences.
I nap when hunting too. Deer and elk both bed down mid to late morning
for naps. They are smart animals. We are up early, before the sun and scour
the mountains looking for our prey. While chasing big mule deer in the high
KIXE Public TV desert of the State of Jefferson we watch the big bucks until they bed down
Redding - Chico for their nap. I learned from those bucks. They will find a high point on a
www.createtv.com ridge with a good view, back their butts up to a large rock or rock ledge then
lie down and sleep with one eye open. I do the same thing but I close
www.kixe.org/passport both eyes. Nobody is trying to eat me. I back up to the rock for
Join and Become a Member today. warmth, not safety.

MEN

fasturn

Fabric - Notions - Books - Quilting, Sewing & Crafting Workshops
Handi-Quilter Dealer - Come see our NEW Quilt Studio

r Patch Quilts
e
t
a
T

We ©
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Continued on Page 29

Stitching in the Ditch
By Judy Sartor of the Mount Shasta Lily Quilt Guild
The cabin is snug and warm. The wind sighs, and snowflakes
float outside the window. The cabin walls are well chinked, so
there are no drafts. The aroma of the pot of beans sitting at the
back of the cook stove fills the air, overlaid by the yeasty aroma
of fresh baked bread.
Annie has a few minutes before her husband comes in for
lunch. He and their son Jase are doing chores in the barn. She
sits in the rocking chair, pulling her sewing basket towards her,
along with her scrap bag. Annie has already completed six blocks
of her log cabin quilt. She smiles as she fingers one block,
remembering the yellow summer weight dress whose scraps
provided some of the strips. Then there are the the red center
squares, saved from a worn tablecloth. Annie retrieves her needle
and her deft fingers stitch the strips together. She might even
complete one block before she serves the noon meal.
The log cabin quilt is a true American tradition. While the
pattern may actually be an older design--something similar
existed in ancient Egypt--its connection to the settlement and
western expansion periods in American history are undisputed. It
was a simple design, easily pieced by hand before yardage and
sewing machines became available.
The quilt pattern was especially popular during the Civil War,
partly due to an association with President Abraham Lincoln. It
is no coincidence that the surge in the use of the pattern is linked
to Lincoln's nickname, "Railsplitter." Dozens of log cabin quits
were raffled off for the Union cause.
The center of the Log Cabin block has always had
significance as the heart of the home. A red center symbolized
the hearth, while a yellow center symbolized the welcome light
from a window. During the Civil War, a black center on a quilt
hanging on the clothesline indicated a stop on the Underground
Railroad.
Much has also been made of the color schemes of the block.
In its simplest form, the block is constructed with light strips on
two sides and dark strips on the other two sides. There are, of
course, countless variations. Some go by the names of
Courthouse Steps, Barn Raising, Eight Sided Pineapple, and
Sunshine and Shadows. Strips are commonly 1-1/2" wide, but
they can be both narrower and wider. Block size is normally 12",
but that is not a requirement either.
Experiment with your colors and block arrangement. That's
all part of the popularity of this block and why it is so user
friendly and inviting. Just like the American Spirit. Every home
should have at least one log cabin quilt. I made one for my
daughter's wedding in 2002 from flannels in green and coral. But
I cannot find one in my own home. I'll have to do something
about that.
And I will close with one of my favorite Abraham Lincoln
quotes, just because... "You cannot escape the responsibility of
tomorrow by evading it today." &

BITS AND PIECES
Diana's Challenge Corner: By this point, you should be
working along well with the piecing of your landscape. That's
Diana's hope. If you have questions please contact Diana at
jdcucu@cot.net. We will have an opportunity to exhibit our
completed landscapes at a special showing at the Sisson
Museum in June, so the end of May is your deadline.
Project Linus Flannel Sew Day February 1: Sponsored by
the Shasta Lily Quilt Guild, Shadow Mtn Rec Room in Mt.
Shasta. All quilters welcome: Just bring your machines and
sewing supplies. We've got the kits for Me and My Shadow.
Questions? Sartor@nctv.com
Scholarship Opportunity: The Shasta Lily Quilt Guild is
again offering a $1,000 scholarship to a graduating senior in
Siskiyou County in the area of fabric arts, fiber arts, fine arts,
theater arts or design. Scholarship forms are available at any
Siskiyou County High School or from sartor@nctv.com.
QUILTERS FOR FOOTBALL: Sunday, February 5: Super
Bowl Sunday Super Sale at Weston's, our favorite Quilt Shop!
SCHEDULE OF 2017 QUILTING EVENTS
March 18-19
Valley Quilt Guild Quilt Show
Yuma Sutter Fairgrounds -Yuba City, CA
April 1-2
Sun Country Quilters Quilt Guild Quilt Show
Tehama County Fairgrounds, Red Bluff, CA
May 6-7
Grapevine Quilters Guild Quilt Show, Ukiah, CA
May 2017
Wait for it: A repeat of the Scott Valley Quilters' Guild Tea
Party. The last was a great success.
June 24-25
21st Annual Fort Bragg Quilt Show
Dana Gray Elementary School, Fort Bragg, CA
June 2017
Sisson Museum, Mt. Shasta City, CA
Challenge Landscape Quilt Exhibit: Join us as we
celebrate the completion of our landscape quilts,
open to all county participants.
August 2017: Siskiyou Golden Fair
August 11-13
Heart of the Basin Quilters Quilt Show, Klamath Falls, OR
November 4-5
Annie Star Quilt Guild Quilt Show, Chico

Page 7

Shasta ClayWorks, Mt. Shasta City, California
Pottery Science: Clay = Crystals!
Souls who love crystals will be happily surprised to learn that clay “mud”
is a collection of extremely small crystals floating in water. The
hexagonal, flat crystals are made of layers of silicon and oxygen, also
known as “silica.” Seen through a microscope, ordinary clay looks like a
sea of clear, flat poker chips! When clay is fired in a hot kiln (2345*
Fahrenheit) those tiny crystals grow into larger crystals, and bind the
pottery together just like a rock -- which is why “stoneware” is so durable.
You can easily see the pointy crystals protruding from the surface of a
freshly-fired piece -- the crystals make pottery feel rough to the touch.
Our crystal cravings are catered to throughout the State Of Jefferson by
a thriving number of crystal shops, yet addicts can also get their crystal
fix from hand-made pottery kitchenware! Remember, Dear Reader, Clay
= Crystals.

Shasta ClayWorks Pottery Studio

A Valentine’s Chocolate Affair
Gourmet fundraiser! This fête is an annual occasion hosted by Mount
Shasta 5 Star Kiwanis. Come join us at the Black Bear Gallery in Mount
Shasta on Friday February 10th, 6 to 9PM. The evening features wine,
chocolate, and a silent auction fundraiser that supports children in South
Siskiyou County. Party-animals may bid on many treats, including a
platter, a pottery class, and cocoa mugs made right here at Shasta
Clayworks! Tickets are $20 single / $30 couple, available at the door.
Dress up, show up, and enjoy A Valentine’s Chocolate Affair.

WINTER HOURS:
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

10am to 1pm
10am to 4pm
10am to 4pm
10am to 4pm
10am to 1pm

Classes are scheduled at your convenience.
Hearty Arty Party
On Sundays in February, paint a pottery heart for your special Valentine
-- only $5 per heart -- at our Hearty Arty Party. The entire proceeds from
the Hearty Party will be donated to the SNIP Spay Neuter Incentive
Program. I volunteered at the Snip’N’Save thrift store for several years,
and know first-hand how much good our donations do for deserving
animals. Due to the closing of the Snip’n’Save thrift store on December
31st, the organization's president, Cheryl Webber, will be grateful for our
help with her mission to prevent pet overpopulation in Siskiyou County.
Every Sunday from 11AM to 3PM you may visit Shasta Clayworks, no
appointment needed, and paint beautiful heart ornaments for only $5
each. The keepsakes will be fired with clear glaze, and ready for pickup
in March. Love your pets, love your art, take home a heart!

WE
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Nicest Quality Antiques, Art,
Furniture, Home Furnishings,
Collectibles, Dishes & Much More.....

Patricia Lougee
Owner/Operator

909 S. Mt. Shasta Blvd. &
1023 Ream Ave, Mt. Shasta, CA
Phone/Fax (530) 926-2710
Cell (650) 576-8097
T-F 10-5 and Sat 11-5

PLougee@aol.com
www.2ndChanceConsignments.com

LOCAL
CRAFTERS

990 2nd Street SE, Bandon, OR 97411
(888) 456-2430 www.woolcompany.com

Discover the Adventure Side of The State of Jefferson Region!
Local Radio
CAL TRANS
Road
Conditions
AM 1610
OR CALL
1-800-427-7623

www.siskiyouchambers.com

Oregon Road
Conditions
1-800-977-6368
KSYC FM 103.9
Yreka
Country & Rock
KSIZ FM 102.3
FM 107.1
Yreka
Classic Rock

in tiny batches on our vintage 1936
roaster and delivered weekly to ﬁner
cafes and groceries in the North State.

NORTHBOUND
COFFEE ROASTERS
www.northboundcoffee.com

BE A
SUPER HERO.

KZRO FM 100.1
Mt. Shasta
Classic Rock

Order
Sons of Italy
in America
Weed Lodge
#1269
The historical Hall of the Weed Sons of Italy is available for
rent. Located in picturesque Weed, California, our facilities can
handle large events with a full kitchen, dining room, hall and
dance floor.
New members are always welcome with meetings held on
the first Wednesday of the month at 155 Clay Street Weed,
California. Remember you don’t have to be Italian to join!
Please follow us on Facebook.

For more info, please contact Kim Greene at
(530) 340-2954 or email shoegalkim1962@gmail.com.

KTHU FM 100.7
Chico
Thunderheads
Classic Rock
KBOY FM 95.7
Grants Pass
Classic Rock
KSJK AM 1230
KSYC AM 1490
Jefferson
Public Radio
News & Info
KLAD FM 92.5
Klamath Falls
Country
KRDG 105.3
CLASSIC HITS
Rockin the
Backroads!!

(530) 842-2767
www.sisqfair.com
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DUNSMUIR RAILROAD DEPOT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SHASTA DIVISION ARCHIVES AT THE DUNSMUIR MUSEUM
Southern Pacific’s Shasta Division Archives were saved and
protected by Dunsmuir residents John Signor, Jerry Harmon and Bruce
Petty. These archives have become a part of the Dunsmuir Museum
and are accessible to the public by appointment.
The Shasta Division files dealt with the historic development of the
Shasta Division and its Dunsmuir headquarters, the communities and
lands along the tracks of the Shasta Division. Many of these files give
valuable insight of the “what, why and how” of Dunsmuir’s being what
it was.
This past year the Shasta Division Archives volunteers have
scanned, filed and indexed 2183 images, including B&W negatives, 35
mm slides and 2.5x2.5 slides; scanned 59 maps or drawings; sorted by
station name/type, filed and indexed 1002 drawings/maps; have
chronologically sorted and filed 18.3 linear feet of Station files
(currently sorter is at Murphy Station and just about half way through
the Station files); and sorted by name/mile post/chronologically and
filed 4.5 linear feet of Bridge/Crossing files.
Also, six in person inquires were handled, one dealing with
ancestors, and the rest railroad locations/details and three e-mail/phone
inquires dealing with railroad locations/details.
These archives will continue to be a valuable asset to those who do
railroad history, those who model railroads, and those interested in
Dunsmuir and Siskiyou County history.
For additional information, contact shastadivision@snowcrest.net

Dunsmuir Museum
Located at the
Amtrak Depot
Corner of Pine
& Sacramento
Dunsmuir, Ca
For Info:
Visit Our Website
www.dunsmuirdepot.com

Revisit the past in this historic railroad town.
Museum and Railroad Display Room
will be closed through March 2017.

Chooo CHOOOO !!
ounded in 1894 by Dunsmuir’s first mayor,
Alexander Levy, and continuing today as a
blend of the traditional small town mercantile
and a modern TRUE VALUE hardware store.
pen Every Day
Major credit cards accepted
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5836 Dunsmuir Ave.,
Dunsmuir, Ca
(530) 235-4539
www.dunsmuirhardware.com

Trash or Treasure?
By Jill Livingston

A

Photo: Fresno in the Snow, submitted
By Jill Livingston

RBRO
E
O
LD

K

Is it an artifact or simply a piece of junk? True, the
rusted metal contraption in the photo was found (and
rescued from) a scrap metal yard so to this writer at least, it
is indeed a treasure. And believe it or not the gadget, a
Fresno Scraper, was a very innovative piece of equipment
in its day!
The tool looks primitive, yet “Fresnos” as they were
often called, revolutionized the tasks of leveling fields,
digging irrigation ditches, and building roads, tasks that
would have been even more backbreaking without them. If
you were a shovel man around the turn of the 20th century,
you appreciated this.
As a piece of earth-moving equipment, the Fresno
Scraper is in essence a small horse or mule-drawn
bulldozer. Earlier scrapers that were little more than
glorified boards set up on edge leveled the ground by
pushing dirt along in front of the boards. The soil then had
to be shoveled to the side or spread in a low spot using
shovels and wheelbarrows.
But this new device featured a rotating blade that
directed the load where you wanted it to go and had a oneyard capacity. The two horse model sold for $28.
John Porteous, the inventor, was a Scottish immigrant.
Living in California, he listened attentively to farmers
complaining about their difficulties leveling fields and
digging irrigation ditches. Then he started tinkering. He
patented his first Scraper in 1883, then opened the Fresno
Agricultural Works to manufacture and sell the groundbreaking (literally!) tools.
And sell them he did. Thousands were sent off around
the country and across the world. There followed new
improved versions and then various knockoffs, leading to
“fresno” (with a small “F”) becoming a generic name.
They were used in agriculture, highway and railroad
grading, canal building (especially the Panama Canal) and
general construction, and were used by the army in World
War I.
A 1912 contract for building a portion of Highway 99
lists wages for a “two horse fresno and driver” at $5 a day,
$6.50 a day for a “four horse fresno and driver”. A laborer
(that man with a shovel) received $2 a day.
By the 1930s tractors were used to pull larger capacity
scrapers and soon self-propelled scrapers appeared. The
humble Fresnos were abandoned to rust but are
acknowledged today to be one of our most significant
“modern” inventions. They helped shape the land around
the State of Jefferson and can be found here and there
abandoned and forgotten, or conversely, treasured and used
as decorative yard ornaments. ♦

MANOR

BED &
BREAKFAST

4 Lovely Guest Accommodations & PCT Hikers Hut.
Full delicious homemade breakfasts & free Wi-Fi.
Escape the City - Come and enjoy our
Beautiful Peaceful Mountains !!
836 Sawyers Bar Road - Etna, California 96027
Call today at (530) 467-3917 or (530) 598-2853
www.alderbrookmanor.com
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Northern Klamath County
Oregon History
By John C. Driscoll
Johncdriscoll1068@gmailcom

Kimball’s
Auto Body & Paint
Brett Kimball, Owner
108 Davis Road Yreka, CA 96097 - (530) 842-9484

BNG
FINISH

Custom Cabinets,
Furniture & Caskets
P.O. Box 356
Etna, CA 96027
(530) 598-8518
CA Lic #914432
www.BNGFinish.com

Give us a call today so we can begin
to create custom furniture & cabinets
for YOUR beautiful dream home!

“Crescent’s One Room School House”
The Crescent
School House, now
the home of the
First Baptist Church
is one of the oldest
and best preserved
building located in
north Klamath
County, Oregon. It
is a frame structure
that cost $2,500.00
and was erected
during August and
September of 1914. It was, at the time of its completion, the largest one
room building in the county.
On August 5, 1914 School Superintendent Peterson said in speaking of
the building:
“It will be the best building in the county when finished. It is
unique in that while it is a building built amply large to
accommodate the students for several years, it is being so
constructed that when the time comes it will be a simple matter to
build onto it without defacing the original, but rather will add to
the beauty of the structure.”

TAWANDA FARMS
BUY LOCAL
Grass Fed, Grass Finished
Lamb & Beef
No grain, No hormones
No Stress
USDA Inspected & Packaged
The Natural Choice when
You Require
A Natural Product
935 Lichens Road
Montague, CA 96064
(530) 459-0966
www.tawandafarms.com
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The Crescent School House was completed in time for the start of
the 1914-1915 school year. During the Spring of 1915 two acres
were purchased to provide the school with the area for a playground.
From 1914 until 1926, when schools were opened for students
living Chemult and Crescent Lake, the Crescent school was the only
school located in north Klamath County. Expansion of the Crescent
School was announced on January 18, 1929. The one room addition,
costing $1,500.00, was intended to provide additional space for
children who were residents of Shevlin-Hixon’s mobile town that was
then located in north Klamath County. The arrival of the Gilchrist
Timber Company significantly increased the size of north Klamath
County’s student population. During April 1937, B. V. Wright wrote
a letter to Fred Peterson, Superintendent of the Klamath County
School District. He urged the superintendent to develop plans for a
larger school, one capable of accommodating the children of the
employees of the Gilchrist Timber Company.
The Gilchrist children attended school approximately a mile
south in Crescent. The four-room school building was packed to
overflowing with students. The elementary school students occupied
two rooms, another room was used by junior high students, and the fourth
room was occupied by the high school students.

Northern Klamath County Oregon History
Continued from Page 12

RMEF Upcoming
Big Game Banquets
State of Jefferson Region

The year 1938 was the only one when Crescent had a high
school. Bill Terrell, son of R. J. Terrell, was its only senior. He was
the only high school student who graduated from the Crescent school.
Mary Geales Gilchrist Ernst said of her year attending the
Crescent School:
“If we were in trouble in school, the teachers made us copy
pages from Oregon History and learn the state song.”
F. A. Hendry remembered attending the Crescent school while
Gilchrist was under construction:
“One thing I remember about that school, there was
no running water. There was a hand pump outside
there and we had to prime it and pump it to get water.
All of us kids at noon when we had our lunch we would
just walk out into the woods, in the snow and stand
around out there and eat our lunch, probably build a
fire. That’s the part I remember about that old school
was going out lunch, building a fire, and going out
into the snow.”

Location

Date

Contact Phone

Gold Beach, OR
Redding, CA
Chico, CA
Klamath Falls, OR
Burns, OR
Roseburg, OR
Grants Pass, OR
Medford, OR
Weaverville, CA

2/4/17
2/11/17
2/18/17
2/25/17
3/4/17
3/18/17
3/25/17
4/1/17
4/8/17

541-373-0689
530-226-3344
530-693-0845
541-331-1331
541-589-2332
541-459-8800
541-660-8822
541-878-3699
530-623-4722

Call 888-771-2021 or go to www.RMEF.org

The 1938-1939 school year was the last year the
Crescent School House was used as a school. In 1942 it
became the home of the First Baptist Church. ♦

Eagle Creek Electrical Design Services, Inc.
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Computer Aided Design - Drafting & Detailing
Full Service Electrical Design
Michael Ash - (530) 468-2671 - www.eceds.com

BOX
We represent the forgotten
American - that simple soul
who goes to work, bucks for a
raise, takes out insurance,
pays for his kids’ schooling,
contributes to his church
& charity and knows there
just ain’t no such thing
as a free lunch.
–Ronald Reagan
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SENIOR SERVICES
Greenhorn Grange
Yreka, CA (530) 842-0622
CA BRE#01522563
1299 S. Main Street, Suite A (530) 842-1996 or 842-3591
Yreka, CA 96097
(530) 842-1739 fax

www.siskiyoucountypropertiesonline.com
Certified Public Accountant
Management Consultant

PO Box 1166
1019 South Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097

Madrone Senior Services & Senior Nutrition
Yreka, CA (530) 842-3907 or 841-2365

gary@gpacpa.com

Meals on Wheels and Veteran’s Services
Dorris, CA (530) 397-2273

(530) 842-1226
Fax (530) 842-7344

Fuel and Oil Distributor
Scott Valley, CA
Dave Duerr
6737 N. Hwy. 3
PO Box 534
Fort Jones, CA 96032
530-468-5444

PRODUCTS: Gasoline, Red Diesel, Highway Diesel,
Kerosene, Oil and we now carry Wood Pellets.
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Happy Camp Senior Center
Happy Camp, CA (530) 493-2508

Gary P. Allen, CPA
An Accountancy Corporation

Mean Gene’s Gas

Call to set up
Local Delivery

Happy Camp Family Resource Center
Happy Camp, CA (530) 493-5117

Mt. Shasta Senior Nutrition
Mt. Shasta, CA (530) 926-4611
Scott Valley Community Lunch Program
Valley Oaks Senior Center: 468-2904
Etna United Methodist Church: 467-3612
Scott Valley Family Resources: 468-2450
Scott Valley Berean Church: 467-3715
On Call 24-Hours 7 Days a Week
- Oxygen
- Lift Chairs
- Wheel Chairs
- Hospital Beds
- Walkers
- Sales & Rentals
- Local Service

Most Insurances Billed

Scott Valley Respiratory Home Care, Inc. Corporate Office
1714 South Oregon Street - Yreka, CA 96097 - (530) 841-3000
HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT - LOCALLY OWNED

We honor our amazing veterans
Veterans Services & Benefits Include:
Compensation/Disability
Medical/Healthcare
Educational benefits
Home Loan Eligibility

WE SUPPORT ALL OUR HONORED
LAW ENFORCEMENT HEROES.

Pension/Aid & Attendance
Vocational Rehabilitation
Burial/Death benefits
Obtain Military Records/Medals

Siskiyou County Veterans Service Office
105 E Oberlin Road - Yreka, CA 96097
Phone: (530) 842-8010 Fax: 841-4314

Company
“Where Quality Still Counts”
Lic. #768187

237 Greenhorn Road - Yreka, CA 96097
(530) 842-3248

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE PARK, INC.
-

RV Park
Store
Self-Storage

NIGHTLY CABIN RENTAL

Jim Hendricks
Owner

30 Commercial Way
PO Box 30
Etna, CA 96027
(530) 467-5678
www.etnarvp.com
email: etnarvp@sisqtel.net
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“Billy Aseltine and the Siskiyou Playboys— Billy’s Story Part 1”
Story by Hank Nelson

JOE FARIS REAL ESTATE
Joe Faris
Owner/Broker
License #01721387
300 N. Main Street
Yreka, CA 95097
Your Friend
(530) 598-4020
in Real Estate.
JoeFaris@hotmail.com

3 J’s Deli &
Mini Mart
GAS & DIESEL
PROPANE
FOOD & DRINKS
ATM - ICE
CHAINS

OPEN
6am to 9pm
7 days
a week!

Store (530) 436-2208
Fax (530) 436-0351
Office (530) 436-0364
Fax (530) 436-0380

Exit 766 off I-5
338 A-12 Hwy
P.O. Box 174
Grenada, CA 96038
Email: threejs@cot.net

Ken Joling & Earl Joling
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Photo of Hank Nelson from the 1960s

The lingering doldrum of the Great Depression turned the notions
of the Gilded Age and Roaring 20's on their collective ears. It touched
everyone in one way or another. It even reached far back into the
remote reaches of Humbug Creek! There was no escaping the
consequences of over-indulgence, which left in its wake
disillusionment, pessimism, and hopelessness. What the country
needed was escapism, an antidote of some kind or another. Broadway,
the Minstrels, the Follies, and stage productions were re-adapted and
made into movies. Some was a lot more local. In the short distance
between the old mining shack and the creek, a bonfire glowed in the
half-light between sunset and the night sky. Around its perimeter sat
Rocky and his “three pebbles,” Billy, John and Bernie, Uncle John
who had dropped by for a visit, and Rocky’s mining partner Harley
Jenkins. Ten-year-old Billy poked the sputtering fire with a stick and
glanced up now and then as the sparks spiraled into into the starstudded night sky. He held a battered milk can in his lap, strumming
its sides as he sang, making up the words as he went along. Uncle
John smiled and remarked, "The lad has got music in him, Rocky…
he was born to sing."
In the Beginning: The Industrial Revolution that began in
England found fertile ground for expansion in America, where there
were wide open spaces and plenty of room to extend the railroad all
the way to the Pacific, a Transcontinental line connecting the East
Coast with the West. If a young man or woman wanted to follow their
dreams of adventure and romanticism, and were bold enough and
energetic, there was no limit as to what they could aspire to, and
accomplish. It was Goliath Country, and an era of “Begat and by
Gosh,” where one thing led to something else. The railroad, steam
power and the towering high-rigged spar tree revolutionized the
fledging timber industry, all helping develop the West faster than
anything else could have in so short a time. It’s virtually impossible to
describe it adequately. The country was indescribably beautiful, and
to fully appreciate the grandeur you had to walk or ride the trails, hear
an elk bawl at the bottom of a steep canyon, or listen from around a
campfire at night to the coyotes out on a distant ridgetop, singing their
choruses to the stars, maybe hear a mourning dove at
daybreak... and perhaps savor the way timber and
sagebrush smelled after a warm summer rain.

Billy Aseltine’s Story
Continued from Page 16

Heart-break at Medicine Bow: A sudden rush of fluttering
wings from a covey of mountain quail caused the horse to buck. She
rode it out, but then she swung down from her saddle, took a few steps
and dropped to her knees, clutching her abdomen in pain. She was
rushed to the hospital, four months pregnant. Her baby was stillborn,
and a week later, she died due to infection and complications. Effie
was an excellent rider, and it had been a pleasant day for a picnic.
Ansel was overcome with grief and self-commendation, which were to
follow him all the days of his life. It would come in waves, the grief
and a dull ache under the heart. Ansel did the only real thing he could
do-- he knelt at her headstone, laid a floral wreath of flowers and
vowed that he would never forget her. His only antidote was to hire on
with the Santa Faye Railroad as a coal-tender. Hard work, sweat, and
toil would over time help assuage his grief. The small oval shaped
black and white "tin-type" photo was testament to his remembrance of
her, and would accompany him wherever he went. (see photo at right)
“The Santa Faye railroad went through Moapa, Nevada and that is
where Dad met our Mother, as the train stopped there and that was
where our grandmother had a store." --Johnny Aseltine.
Rocky was handsome, and possessed a charming and easy going
way. Light on his feet, he could do a reasonable facsimile of the
Charleston Rag, handle the two-step and the waltz. His effervescent
smile just naturally drew you in. There is no question that Vada fell for
him hook, line and sinker. Three sons would be born to them-- Billy,
Johnny and Bernie.
Vada Lorene Powers was pretty, quick-witted, and loved to dance
and sing. Despite his periodic self-abasement, Vada was just the tonic
that Rocky had been looking and longing for. Amidst the impending
depression the job he found working on the Hoover Dam had been a
God's send. Later, there were spasmodic mining jobs, while dreaming
of striking it rich, but the glimmer had worn off. The inescapable
realities of hard-scrabble living, hand to mouth, was more than Vada
was accustomed to. Truth was, she missed the blinking neon signs, the
glitter of the Great White way. She would, over time, confess that she
had loved him and knew in her heart that her boys would provide the
incentive for him to focus on the task of raising and nurturing his sons,
providing clothes, food on the table and shelter.
As Billy would later relate, “When Dad came home from work one
day and looked down the track that ran by our bungalow and saw his
baby boy, Bernie, playing nearby, he shuddered. It was no place to
raise kids. Dad made up his mind right then and there, gathered up our
belongings in the back of his best friend and mining partner Wally
Wagner's 1928 Buick touring car, and headed North.

Photo: Ansel and Effie Aseltine, Medicine Bow, Wyoming
from 1922. Photo Submitted by Hank Nelson.

For all your plumbing, electrical,
well & pump services

Billy Aseltine’s Story Continued on Page 21

RON’S
Furniture & Appliance
Owners Ron & Dixie Cervelli

212 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd.
Mt. Shasta, CA 96067

(530) 926-0280
FAX 926-0283
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Discovering The
State of Jefferson
Volunteers for the Gazelle Fire Department and Auxilliary.
Want to learn how to become a firefighter and serve your
community? Training is provided and is free!
Prospective Firefighters or for info please call:
John or Linda Elsnab (925) 918-0516
or Darrell Parham (530) 905-2595

WILDWOOD CROSSING
Hank Nelson

COFFEE SHOP & CAFE
405 Main St.
Etna, CA
(530) 467-5544
Find us on Facebook at Wildwood Crossing
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By Gail Jenner – Enjoy another new story of the
many historical towns and areas scattered
throughout The State of Jefferson.
“The 1800s were Tough Times for Siskiyou”
Life was not easy in the early days of Siskiyou County. Diseases –
never uncommon in 19th century America – flourished during the postwar period. Cholera was not uncommon in the mining camps.
Diphtheria and other childhood diseases took the lives of many
children. John K. Luttrell, of Fort Jones, lost his two eldest children
within a few weeks of each other. Scarlet fever hit Fort Jones and
Yreka during January and February 1869. And small pox was
discovered near Jacksonville, Oregon, in February 1869. In response to
the outbreak, Yreka immediately imposed a strict quarantine and
promoted a vaccination program. As a result, while more than forty
people died in or around Jacksonville, only seven or eight (all in one
family, the Castro family) died in Hawkinsville, a few miles north of
Yreka. Unfortunately, 600 small pox victims died in San Francisco.
Fear arose again when, in 1880, diphtheria reappeared, several cases
occurring in Fort Jones again in 1883. Henley (north of Yreka), then
known as Cottonwood, suffered under the blows of 89 cases in
February, March, and April of 1884.
It’s not surprising that in researching the history of Western
Siskiyou County, much was written about local doctors. And there were
many ‘favorites.’ One such early
doctor was Dr. Joel Newton who
began practice in 1862. A Civil War
Veteran, he became famous for his
successful practice and reasonable
fees (often taking none). Many stories
have circulated about Dr. Newton’s
achievements. One involved a boy
whose nose had been bitten off by a
“vicious stallion.” Dr. Newton
successfully replaced the end of the
nose, lauded still as “the first tissue
graft ever performed in Siskiyou
County.” In another incident, Frank
Hooper recalled how, as a boy, he
Here is Gail Jenner’s
suffered from an abscess in his cheek.
Dr. Newton, seeing him on a street
most recent literary
corner, “sharpened an old pocket
project...
knife on his boot and proceeded to
open it and send me home without
further dressing or attention to it,”
Local Author
with “good results.” Dr.
www.GailJenner.com
Newton was also famous for
his stable of fine horses and
his faithful mule, Juanita.

Discovering The State of Jefferson
Continued from Page 18

Dr. Edwin W. Bathurst, with his wife Anne Mary Hutchins
and baby, came to Sawyer’s Bar around 1877. Dr. Bathurst
“rode mules, horses, and once a donkey to mines or homes in
the Salmon Country, ministering to the needs of the people.”
After five years, the doctor moved his family to Etna and there
set up his practice, a practice that lasted for 62 years. An avid
gardener, he and his wife raised four children. Two boys died
in infancy during the diphtheria epidemic at Sawyers
Bar.
Continued on Page 20 ...
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Dr. C. W. Nutting arrived in Etna in September 1878. A
graduate of Atlanta Medical College, he was a “dashing, young 26year old bachelor” when he first came. He married Jennie Parker,
daughter of Alexander and Susannah Parker in 1881. Jennie, who
had 8 brothers “learned to hold her own with menfolk.” She was an
adept rider. The two quickly became well loved and well known for
their generosity, deep faith, and love of education. Along with their
seven children (four others died in infancy), they “took in” twenty
other students so that they could attend school. Even the local high
school teachers resided with the Nutting family.
Dr. Nutting practiced medicine in Scott Valley and the
surrounding areas for 39 years, never refusing to attend anyone, no
matter the weather or distance. Serving as his assistant when
surgery was required was William J. Balfrey, the second Etna
druggist (James A. Diggles was the first). Mr. Balfrey, who also
kept saddle horses and a buggy team on hand for such medical
emergencies, would administer chloroform or ether (which came
into use during this time). When Charles Nutting died, his books
revealed that “at least $100,000 was owed him,” a fortune in those
days. Two more generations of Nutting doctors followed in Charles
W. Nutting’s footsteps.
Dr. William H. Haines was also a popular doctor. First entering
practice with Dr. Nutting, he established his own practice in 1899.
He also married Eugenia Mary Kappler, daughter of Charles and
Florentine Kappler, who was a talented artist and musician. Dr.
Haines practiced medicine in Etna for 51 years, until he and
Eugenia moved to San Francisco. There are many anecdotes about
his travels. As retold in the 1962 SISKIYOU PIONEER, in one
incident Haines and Joseph Walker, who had accompanied him on
his call, became stranded in a blizzard on Scott Mountain. In order
to keep from freezing to death, “they started a fire with his raccoon
coat which his mother had sent him from Illinois.” In another
incident, he “performed an appendectomy on a patient at a mine
near Cecilville on a kitchen table, with limited surgical equipment
and used thread for sutures. There was no way to move the man
except by horseback down the snow-covered trails.”

Open 7 Days a Week 7am to 7pm

Dine In - Take Out - Delivery

530-926-2821
304 Maple Street - Mt. Shasta, CA 96067

24 HOUR FUELING - Open 7 days a Week
250 E. Webb Street - Montague, CA 96064
(530) 459-3414
Family Owned and
Community Driven since 2001
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Discovering The State of Jefferson
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CHIROPRACTIC

DONALD G. HILL. D.C.
106 Ranch Lane
Yreka, CA 96097
(530) 842-6500

State of Jefferson
Locations !!
GRANTS PAS
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MEDFORD, OR

FALLS, OR
KLAMATH
WILLOWS, CA
GRIDLEY, C

Nature’s
Kitchen
— Cafe
— Supplements
— Gifts
412 S. Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097
(530) 842-1136

A

PARADISE, CA

REDDING, CA

YREKA, CA

DL Trotter & Associates

Construction Facilitation

MT. SHASTA, CA

664 Main Street
Quincy, California 95971
530.283.9162
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Dr. Daniel Ream, who stood over six feet and was a
comsumate horseman, was at times popular and then controversial.
Coming to Siskiyou County with a band of cattle, Ream’s first
aspiration was to mine. He settled on Humbug Creek, but before
long, entered actively into medical practice. He opened a drug
store at Deadwood in 1856. While living there, he entered politics
and was elected Siskiyou County coroner in 1859. He moved to
Yreka, the new county seat, where he also continued his practice.
In 1861, Dr. Ream was elected sheriff; in 1867, he was elected
tax collector. In 1877, he was elected state senator and served the
counties of Modoc, Siskiyou, Shasta and Trinity. Dr. Ream was
married twice and had
four children, two who
died in childhood. An
intelligent man, he
pursued many hobbies or
interests: farming, horses,
mining, patent rights for a
butter churn, newspapers,
drug stores, politics, and
lodge service, principally
the Masons.
Because of his
political aspirations,
however, Dr. Ream was
Photo: From L-R: Hovenden,
criticized frequently. This
Dr. Ream, A.B. Carlock, and
was especially true when,
Luttrell. Fort Jones. Courtesy
in 1870, he sold his home
Fort Jones Museum.
and property to the Board
of Supervisors for a
hospital, “at a price considered, by many, excessive.” At the same
time, he was commended on his service as a state senator and as a
physician. He would travel great lengths, even falling asleep in the
saddle while snow fell around him. And, according to Chester
Barton, in his memoir (see MEMORIES FROM THE LAND OF
SISKIYOU, edited by Davies and Frank), “…he’d go anyplace,
anytime, whether there were roads or whether it was on the other
side of the Klamath. He had a team of horses and a buckboard and
he even swam across the river to get places. In his latter days, he
had a big white horse.” For 50 years Dr. Ream tended patients
throughout the county. To many, he was one of the county’s most
prestigious pioneers. He died in 1906.
Dr. J. B. Robertson was a popular doctor in Yreka and
surrounding areas. Unfortunately, after a fall from a horse while
making a call along the Klamath River, he suffered internal
injuries and died on August 15, 1878. He was 32 years old. Sadly
enough, his 22-year old wife died only a few months later while
visiting her husband’s family in Georgia. A three-year old
daughter was left orphaned.
In many of the area’s early towns and communities, however,
there were no doctors. Lydia Head, writing in her memoirs, noted
that in Sawyer’s Bar “for years there was no doctor. Lard and
turpentine was a panacea for many ills such as colds, pleurisy and
pneumonia. Usually this medication was followed by large doses
of castor oil. Then, as spring approached, we would take sulfur and
molasses to thin the blood.” Lydia Head lived to be 102 years old;
she died in 1979. ♦

“Billy Aseltine and the Siskiyou Playboys— Billy’s Story Part 1”
Billy Aseltine’s Story
Continued from Page 17

Siskiyou Pellet Mill
New Location:
704 Highway A12
Grenada, CA 96038
(530) 436-2241
Nutrena Feeds &
Cargill Salt

Quality Custom Homes - Remodel - Repair - Design
Serving The State of Jefferson for 40 years

(530) 227-5897
Mount Shasta - Painting from the 1920s - by Gertrude Brooks.
Courtesy Turtle Bay Exploration Park, Redding, California.

As Mount Shasta came into view, Dad knew that this was the new
country he'd been looking for, everywhere. You could work, raise and
care for a family and maybe scratch out a living with your own hands
and strong back, determination and perseverance. There was gold in
the mountains waiting to be found; I was the oldest, then Johnny and
Bernie. Our dad was called Rocky because he was a hard rock miner
and Wally Wagner was the one who aptly referred to us as ‘Rocky
and his three Pebbles.’"
Rocky, Billy, Johnny and Bernie, along with Wally all crowded
together in a cabin on a mining claim on Humbug Creek. A hard rock
miner and placer gold prospector, Rocky managed to put food on the
table and a roof over the head of his little brood. The country was just
beginning to crawl out of the great depression. His boys meant the
world to him. It was hard scrabble living, but scratching out a few
dollars mining for gold had a way of getting into a person's blood-- it
was the lure of searching, then finding, and the freedom that comes
from being your own boss.
Humbug Creek had been scoured and gone over with a fine tooth
comb by then, as the placer miners had swept the bedrock clean as a
jaybird, and then the big Dredges had gone over the whole thing
again. Even so, Dad kept saying, "If you could just locate the
source... the mother lode back there in the head of the canyon,
somewhere up there on the ridge line between the Klamath and
Scott’s River, you'd have enough money in the bank to buy Fort
Knox, lock, stock and barrel."
In the evening, after supper, they’d sit around the camp fire,
gazing at the stars, watching the sparks spiral skyward. Money was
scarce. Purchasing the essentials took everything Rocky could earn,
but watching and listening to his ten-year-old son Billy singing and
keeping rhythm banging on a battered milk can cradling it in his lap
like a guitar made Rocky long for the day he would be able to
buy his boy a real guitar.
Billy Aseltine’s Story Continued on Page 22

PO Box 64
Castella, CA 96017
Michael D. Swords - Contractor Lic 951813
michaeldswords@hotmail.com
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Billy Aseltine’s Story
Continued from Page 21

In 1936-1939 the average wage per year was
$1,715.00 provided you could find a job! A gallon of gas
was 10 cents. House rental $24.00 per month, a loaf of
bread cost 8 cents and a pound of hamburger was 12 cents.
A new Studebaker car was $665.00, the average home was
$550.00 and a professional baseball ticket only cost $1.25.
And-- the average price of a store-bought guitar was
$9.00. It was all how you looked at it and measured
against your income, figuring what you could earn and
how much was left over for luxury items.
One evening, Rocky climbed out of his Model-T Ford
truck and walked up the path to the front door. Three sets
of eyes and noses pressed against the window pane from
inside the cabin. "Look there… wonder what it could be
Daddy's toting around in that old gunny sack?" Rocky had
laid aside until he had saved up enough money to send off
and buy a brand-new five-hole Silvertone guitar from
Sears and Roebuck. It came (at no extra cost) with a
home study course book and a pick. It was worth $15.00
in 1940.
Uncle John had come to stay awhile and help out
around the place. Later, as Billy reminisced, "Uncle John
could play a few chords. He showed me how to tune it and
that's how I learned to play, strum and figure things out on
my own. But he was the one that got me started."
Billy never forgot the sacrifice his father had made so
that he could have a real guitar to play. "Dad was always
thinking of other people. That was the way he was. Dad
taught us to work hard and put in a good day's work, no
matter what… even if the pay was less than the next guy;
always finish what you started. Show loyalty and always
show up on time. I think Mom knew that our dad would
Breakfast Every day
Lunch Monday - Friday
& Yummy To-Go Dinners
Steve Hector, Owner
610 So. Mt. Shasta Blvd.
Mt. Shasta, CA 96067
(530) 926-9944
MountShastaPastry.com
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drum those values and work
ethics into us. Mom could
dance and she could sing. I
think that was passed down to
us in our genes I guess,
because all three of us could
sing as well."
Born Ansel Aseltine in
Titusville Pennsylvania,
young Rocky Aseltine
worked his way across the
prairies of Saskatoon and
Western Montana. He worked
as a cowboy on ranches. He
was a gandy dancer on the
Great Northern Railroad,
worked lumber camps and
sawmills. He once was a prize
fighter, and worked on the
Hoover Dam where he ran a
Cat-60 gasoline powered
bulldozer during the late
1930's. After Vada left the
family for Las Vegas, Rocky
and his three pebbles, Billy,
Johnny and Bernie drifted to
wherever work could be found. The Hop fields in Albany, Oregon…
sacking potatoes in Klamath Falls, hoisting heavy, unwieldy 60-pound
gunny sacks of potatoes onto the back of a flat-bed truck; working in the
pear orchards in the Rogue Valley when in season. They all did whatever
it took to put food on the table and a roof over their heads. Although
Billy had no way of knowing, the mages and hard times had stirred
something deep down inside, transcending uncertainty... Music!
Mom had a good singing voice, Dad told us, and mom was just
following a dream… he couldn't blame her, the hardscrabble life was just
too much for her. She intuitively understood and knew that her sons
would be in good hands, and that their Father would instill virtues and
values that would help them later in life. During the difficult depression
years they would learn the value of a dollar and resiliency. Rocky passed
on mottos, words to live by.... always do a good day's work… finish what
you started. He taught his boys that your word and integrity were the
most important things in this world. Rocky would always love Vada…
and always had uplifting things to say about her.
Rocky and his partner did okay for a time, following a promising
paystreak atop a high channel the earlier prospectors had somehow
overlooked. It paid just enough to keep them going. Brother Johnny
remembered that his big brother Billy "was like a father to us; Dad was
busy and there was no one else. He was ten years old and knew how to
build a fire in the wood stove and keep it going. He could cook a meal,
wash the clothes in the crisp, cold waters of Humbug Creek that flowed
close by, hang them out too dry, and make the beds. He’d shepherd us on
jaunts to explore, and we’d play and kick around together. One day we
decided to wade in the shallow water of the Klamath River next to the
bank, as the main stream was swift and the current was strong. There was
a small pool just below us, it was nice and sandy and we were having a
ball, laughing, running around, splashing water on each other. Suddenly
little Bernie started floating away and Billy tried to get
around and behind him to push Bernie back to high ground,
but not a one of us could swim.”

Billy Aseltine’s Story
Continued from Page 22

“The next thing I knew, Billy was hollering and carrying
on… and there he was holding on to his little brother. I saw
what was happening and I just started running up and down the
bank below the road and yelling my head off. The Dredger
crew was close by and it just so happened a couple of guys, Bill
Croy and Harley Jenkins saw me running around and waving
my arms in the air. They dropped what they were doing and
came running down the road. They jumped in and grabbed
Billy and Bernie under each arm and waded out to safety. The
good Lord was just looking out for us that day I guess. That
happened along about 1939 or 1941.
Billy and I attended grade school, and took Bernie right
along with us. By then Dad wasn't too happy with the mining,
and that close call we had shook him up. His partner was
disgruntled too and told Dad that he thought maybe it was a
good time to call it quits and look for work somewhere else.
Dad couldn't blame him and they parted friends."
The big Gold Dredger was the dominant feature against the
landscape, you could see it miles away and it held your interest.
It was, for a time, the main source of productivity, employment
and commerce. It was the nucleus, heart and soul of the small
community, and everything swirled around its parameters.
There were also a one-room school house, a country store and
the scattered shacks where the miners and their families lived.
The Dredge at the mouth of Humbug creek remained a
landmark long after the gold had petered out and the operation
closed.
December 7th 1941 changed everything...

If you l i k e, tel l ‘em you found them i n
Jefferson Backroads...
Thank You!

PART 2 WILL BE CONTINUED NEXT MONTH ♦

Gazelle Grange #380
Bingo Held every Month on 1st and 3rd Fridays
Times: Dinner 5:30 pm, Early Bird Bingo 6:30 pm
& Regular Bingo 7 pm

Rent the Gazelle Grange
building for your next event!
Our full kitchen, large dining room & hall
accommodate large crowds with
room for ample parking in a
Rural Friendly Atmosphere.

See Gazelle Grange on Facebook
For prices and details call Jon Elsnab (925) 918-0516
or Pat Ferguson at (530) 435-2562
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Noah’s Ark Feed Barn
Food & Supplies for Your Pets
Toys for Your Pets
PET TAGS While you Wait
925 Lassen Lane - Mt. Shasta, CA 96067
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 to 5 - Saturdays 10 to 2
(530) 926-6562

Call for dine in
or pick up

Frosty
& Grill
E US
DE
IO
L IC

!

415 N Mt. Shasta Blvd
Mt. Shasta Ca 96067

Serving Siskiyou County for 32 years
412 South Main Street, Yreka, California - CA Lic #516471
(530) 841-1841 - Show Room (530) 465-2308 - Business

Visit the

John Lisle
(530) 842-3989
308 W. Miner Street - Yreka, Ca
Expert Cuts - Fades - Flat Tops
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LOVE YOUR PETS
February is Pet Dental Health Month. At Shasta Legacy Law Center, we
love our pets. And we know you love yours, too! Therefore, as a public
service announcement we wish to spread the word that February is National
Pet Dental Health Month. “Dog breath” is just as much a concern for our
furry friends as it is for people. According to the American Veterinary
Medical Foundation (AVMA), “[T]he odor might signify a serious health
risk, with the potential to damage not only your pet’s teeth and gums but its
internal organs as well.” Also, “Periodontal disease is the most common
clinical condition in cats and dogs even though it’s completely preventable.”
For more information about what you can do to improve your pet’s dental
health, go to www.avma.org and put “dental health” in the search box.
Estate Planning for Pets: Speaking of pets, have you thought about what
will happen to your pets if you die or become disabled? At Shasta Legacy
Law Center, we find that most of our clients treat their pets as part of the
family. We always inquire about pets when creating estate plans and work
with clients to devise a plan for them as well. Here are three ways you can
provide for pets that outlive you:
Informal Arrangement: For some families, an informal agreement with
loved ones is all that is needed. An informal agreement usually consists of a
verbal conversation during which a friend or family member agrees to care
for your pet after you become incapacitated or pass away. If you decide to go
this route, be sure that you select a trusted family member or friend. This is
important because you have no way to control how the pet guardian spends
the money you leave him or her in order to care for your pet, and you cannot
prevent the pet guardian from abandoning the pet in an informal arrangement.
A Will: You can also provide for the care of your pet through a will. In
order to do this, simply include a clause in your will that designates who will
care for your pet and leave an appropriate amount of money to that person to
provide for the care. Keep in mind, however, that a will does not account for
your incapacity, so alternative arrangements will need to be made should you
experience a prolonged hospital stay or become otherwise incapacitated. This
technique may not create an obligation on the part of the designated
caretaker, however, so work with an attorney if you wish to make certain
your pet is taken care of.
Pet Trust: A pet trust is often the most certain way to protect your pet’s
future. A pet trust addresses periods of incapacity, as well as the death of a
pet owner. Through a pet trust, you can designate exactly how funds should
be spent. Moreover, the pet guardian will have a legal responsibility to care
for the pet.
The Bottom Line on Providing for Pets - HOW TO DECIDE: As
everyone’s situation is different, it’s important to analyze every aspect of
your situation – and what the future may hold – so that you can determine
what’s right for you and the pets you love. Many people receive the greatest
overall peace of mind from having a pet trust included among their estate
planning documents.
ACT NOW: Without an estate plan in place, you and your family (and
this includes your pets!) are left completely unprotected. A qualified estate
planning attorney can help you determine whether a pet trust makes sense for
your situation.
For a Free copy of the “Who Will Care for my Pet?” report, published by
the American Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys, contact Shasta Legacy
Law Center. This report explains how you can provide for the care of your
beloved pets, no matter what happens.
Nina Whitehurst is the owner of Shasta Legacy Law Center, serving
Siskiyou County and surrounding counties and providing legal advice in the
areas of business law, real property and estate planning. Nina can be
reached at 530-456-7123 or nina@shastalegacylaw.com. ♦

The Genealogical Society of
Siskiyou County, California

“Sandwiches are our Specialty!”

912 S. Main Street
Yreka, California 96097
(530) 842-0277
gssc1@att.net
www.siskiyougenealogy.org

Klander’s Deli
211 South Oregon Street
Yreka, CA 96097

Call for Information:
Memberships
Research Classes

(530) 842-3806

Shasta Legacy
Law Center
BUSINESS LAW — REAL PROPERTY — ESTATE PLANNING

FREE “LIVING TRUST” SEMINARS
Find out how to Transfer Your Estate to
Your Family Quickly – Without Probate Fees
Learn what will happen With or Without a Living Trust

Legal Minds.
Family Hearts.

- Monday February 20, 2017 from 2-4pm and
- Tuesday February 21, 2017 from 10am-Noon
Refreshments
Hilton Garden Inn
5050 Bechelli Lane
Redding, California 96002

Visit www.shastalegacylaw.com,
Email info@shastalegacylaw.com or
Call 530-456-7123

Reserve Your Seat Now - Call (530) 456-7123
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The old hospital in Dorris is a
B&B! Only open for catering &
special events.
Call 530-397-2097 for info.

A network of 5 small health centers
for access to TOTAL
health care. In Butte Valley
Call 530-397-8411.
www.mtnvalleyhc.org

Delicious Food Prepared with
Love. Located on Hwy. 97 across
from the Giant American flag
in Dorris. 530-397-5493

"100% Local. 100% Yours."
$50 million dollars to lend!
www.pacificcrestfcu.com
(530)397-2710 or 1-800-570-0265

Main Street, Dorris/Fuel
530-397-7697
24/7 Towing 530-397-2701
Main Office 530-938-1110

Producing Quality Horse,
Organic & Feed Hay
in Butte Valley, California
Call Mark at (925) 321-0443

Discount Liquor & Tobacco, case
pricing, Mini-mart, Hot
Sandwiches. Open 7 days a week.
Highway 97. Dorris
(530) 397-7466

Local Telephone Service
DSL & Wireless Internet
Life Line Services
(530) 397-2211

Quality
Local Businesses

Visit Dorris, California, just 3 miles south of the Oregon border on Hwy. 97.
Check out the Chamber of Commerce website: www.bvcc.biz for more information.
Page 26

WE CARE ABOUT VICTIMS OF CRIME
EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE

Free Services to victims of ALL crimes.
Because... Victims have the right to be
COMPENSATED
HEARD &
INFORMED
**************************
Victim Services
Siskiyou County District Attorney
311 4th Street - P.O. Box 986
Yreka, CA 96097
842-8229 or 1-888-854-2000, ext. 8229
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Napping the Backroads
Continued from Page 6

I like a big, fat nap when hiking too.
Try it on Mount Shasta this summer. Hike
one of the northern or eastern trails. Start
early in the morning, that is always key to
a good nap. Hike until you are high on the
mountain with a commanding view of the
State of Jefferson.
Next, locate a stream. Either small or
large it doesn’t matter. The mountain
music bubbling from the stream, that is
what matters. Now find a nice, big
comfortable rock warmed by the sun.
Remove your pack and lay on the rock. I
defy you to not fall asleep into a big fat
nap.
I lied, I’m not going to give up
napping, and I love napping! No
apologies, no regrets and no worries. The
Siesta is one of the great inventions of this
world and I will happily partake as the
mood strikes me on those warm sunny
afternoons!

FISH, RAFT
or RELAX
from your front yard!
3 Rogue River
vacation homes
to choose from!

“A good laugh and a long nap are the two
best cures for pretty much anything”
– Irish Proverb

Call: 775-450-7077 or Click: www.GrantsPassCabins.com

WE DO MORE!!!
1581 Redwood Ave
Grants Pass, OR 97526
Brand New and Used
541-472-4999
5th Wheels - Travel Trailers - Consignments
800-359-6331
Class A - B - C & Diesel Motorhomes - Campers and More !! www.rivercityrvsales.com
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Our State of Jefferson is Old School America.
19 COUNTIES IN SOUTHERN OREGON AND
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA THAT MAKE UP
OUR STATE OF JEFFERSON REGION

Coos

Douglas

Curry
Klamath

Jackson

Josephine

Lake

Oregon
Del
Norte

Humboldt

Shasta
Trinity

Tehama

Mendocino

Butte
Glenn
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Written by Gail Jenner

Today’s State of Jefferson refers to portions of
Southern Oregon and Northern California. Originally
this region represented the "second half" or
"northern mines" of the famous gold rush of 1849-50,
but it never received the kind of historical reference
that the Sierra Mother Lode did, even though it
contributed as much, if not more, to the coffers of the
two states. Moreover, the region was easily
overlooked after the gold rush, since it continued to
be less populated and more rural than the remainder
of the two states.
Because the people who have
settled along the northern boundary of
California and the southern boundary of
Oregon have always been of an
independent nature, it seems fitting that
this region has attempted, on numerous
occasions, to create a new state, not just
in name or principle, but in reality as well.

The principle is not a new one, however, but
has its roots in the area’s history. In 1852, a bill to
Modoc
create a new state died in committee. On Dec. 19,
1853, THE DAILY ALTA OF CALIFORNIA of San
Francisco suggested that Northern California and
Southern Oregon could both benefit if a ‘new state’
could be created. Some suggested it be called
‘Klamath.’ Others suggested the name "Jackson."
At a meeting held on January 7, 1854, in
Jacksonville,
Oregon, Lafayette F. Mosher spoke
Lassen
about a state of ‘Jackson.’ Unfortunately, as the
son-in-law of General Lane, with well-known
pro-slavery and anti-Indian beliefs, the proposed
state’s identity was tainted by prejudice and
unfounded fear.
In 1854-55, the State Assembly tried to split
California into three states: "Shasta" to the north,
"Colorado" in the middle, and "California" to the
south. But the Senate let the bill lapse. In 1877-78,
some again pushed for "Shasta" in the north, but
the U. S. Congress vetoed the proposal.
Plumas
By the fall of 1941, most communities in
and around the region were behind the idea of
secession. In a contest held by the Siskiyou Daily
News, the name "State of Jefferson" was officially
born.
Several Oregon and California counties joined in. In order to garner
attention, a protest was staged along Highway 99 near Yreka. Members of
Yreka’s 20-30 Club stopped cars and passed out a declaration and pledged to
secede every Thursday until the State of Jefferson became recognized as a
state.
The movement gained momentum and Stanton Delaplane won the Pulitzer
Prize writing about the conditions leading up to The State of Jefferson’s "official"
secession. A gubernatorial race was held, complete with a parade and
speeches and even a dancing bear, but then, on December 7th, 1941, the
bombing of Pearl Harbor took precedence over the region’s rebellion.
Even today, the dream lives on for this unrealized, some might even say,
mystical State of Jefferson. With majestic Mt. Shasta at its heart, and the
Cascades forming its backbone, the region’s wild rivers and rugged peaks both
isolate and, at times, insulate its residents from the more populated outside
world. Ranching, mining and logging have been its traditional source of wealth,
but now recreation and tourism compete as major industries.
But it’s the people who reside here that make the greatest contribution to
the character of this region we call The State of Jefferson. P

California

Siskiyou

A Brief History of The State of Jefferson

Map of Siskiyou County in Extreme Northern California
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VISIT OUR CALIFORNIA WELCOME CENTER
All the inspiration you need to plan your next excursion in Siskiyou County. Gather your
information, grab a spot on the grass next to the beautiful Klamath River and start planning!

Collier Interpretive & Information Center,
Yreka, California - located at the Junction of Interstate 5
and Highway 96. Stop by for a visit...
Or call us at (530) 475-3814

A FEW SOUTHERN OREGON
BREWERIES
Coos County, Oregon
7 Devils Brewing Co.

Curry County, Oregon
Arch Rock Brewing Co.
Chetco Brewing
Misty Mountain Brewing

Douglas County, Oregon
Backside Brewing
Draper Brewing
Lookinglass Brewery
McMenamins Roseburg
Station Pub & Brewery
Old 99 Brewing Co.
Two Shy Brewing
Wild River Brewing & Pizza Company

Jackson County, Oregon
BricktownE Brewing Company
Caldera Brewing Co.
Opposition Brewing Co.
Portal Brewing Co.
Rusty Bucket Brewing
Southern Oregon Brewing Co.
Standing Stone Brewing Co.
Swing Tree Brewing Company
Walkabout Brewing Company
Wild River Brewing & Pizza Co.

Josephine County, Oregon
Conner Fields Brewing
Griess Family Brewing
Wild River Brewing & Pizza Co.

Klamath County, Oregon

A FEW NOR CAL
BREWERIES

Klamath Basin Brewing Co.
Mia & Pia’s Pizzeria & Brewhouse

Butte County, California
Feather River Brewing Co.
Miner’s Alley Brewing Company
Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.

Del Norte County, California
Port O’Pints Brewing Company
SeaQuake Brewing

Humboldt County, California
Eel River Brewing Company
Lost Coast Brewery
Mad River Brewing
Redwood Curtain Brewing Company
Six Rivers Brewery

Lassen County, California
Lassen Ale Works

Siskiyou Brew Works

Mendocino County, California
Anderson Valley Brewing Company
Butte Creek Brewing
Mendocino Brewing Company
North Coast Brewing Company
Ukiah Brewing Company

Patric and Susan Brush
Owners

Plumas County, California

110 Squaw Valley Road
McCloud, CA 96057
(530) 925-5894

Follow us on Facebook

The Brewing Lair

Shasta County, California
Fall River Brewing Company
Wildcard Brewing Co.
Woody’s Brewing Co.

McCloud, California

Siskiyou County, California
Dunsmuir Brewery Works
Etna Brewing Co.
Mt. Shasta Brewing Co.
Paystreak Brewing
Siskiyou Brew Works

www.etnabrew.com
Etna Brewery Pub
131 Callahan Street
Etna, CA (530) 467-5277

Etna Brewery Taphouse
231 W. Miner Street
Yreka, CA (530) 841-0370

Fresh from the Mountains of Jefferson State

Let’em Know
You Found Them in
Jefferson Backroads!

