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Jefferson Backroads is proudly created and published for those
Independent, Hard Working, Old School, Patriotic American Rebels who
live in or travel through our Rugged & Beautiful State of Jefferson
Region. The TRUE Independent Nature of The State of Jefferson can be
found in Small Towns all across Rural America. We focus on the
positive, the fun, the amazing local businesses, the history and The
Adventure!!
Our papers are distributed in the first week of each month
throughout Siskiyou County, California and in surrounding counties.
Subscriptions are available by mail within the USA for only $36 per
year which covers postage and handling. Please mail check payable to
Jefferson Backroads: P.O. Box 344, Grenada, CA 96038. Include your
full name, mailing address and a phone number or email. FYI: Our
publications can be read ONLINE 24/7/365. Thank You for your
Support!
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Printed by:
Feature Writers:

Michelle Fain & Side Kick Writer Ralph Fain
Cascade Printing, Klamath Falls, Oregon
Jen Bryan
John Driscoll
Gail L. Jenner
Judy Sartor
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Jefferson Backroads was started up in April 2010. Anyone can read our
publications each month FREE via our website and Facebook page.

AD & STORY DEADLINE: 10TH OF THE MONTH.
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Timeline
March 10-11: Valley Quilt Guild, YubaSutter Fairgrounds, 442 Franklin Ave.,
Yuba City
May 19: Scott Valley Quilters Quilt Show,
Fort Jones Community Center, contact
Michele Estrada, 598-2444.
June: Row by Row Experience begins.
Theme: Sew Musical.
rowbyrowexperience.com
June 22: Fiber Arts Show at Snow Creek
Studio, juried , entry deadline June 2.
Information at Weston’s.
June 23-24: Ocean Waves Quilt Guild
Show, Fort Bragg
September 1-2: “Quilting Around the
Mountain,” Mt. Shasta High School
Gymnasium: Featured Quilters Mickey
Weston and Diana Fogle, Quilts, raffle
baskets, boutique, silent auction, and
vendors. Contact Sally Eagleman,
859-0656.
September 1-2: Mountain Quail
Quilters, McArthur Fairgrounds
October 6: Pacific Flyway Quilters,
Colusa County Fairgrounds, Colusa
October 20-21: Ridge Quilters Quilt
Show, Elks on Clark St., Paradise
October 27-28: Oroville Piecemakers
Quilt Show, Municipal Auditorium, Oroville

If you have upcoming
events, projects, classes,
needs or info to share
about your community
organization or business,
call us and let
Jefferson Backroads
pop the information
for you into one of our
upcoming
Happy Little Local
Publications…

Quilts of Valor Corner
February 7:
Next Presentation of
Quilts of Valor by Shasta Lily
Quilt Guild
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Stitching in the Ditch
By Judy Sartor of the Mount Shasta Lily Quilt Guild
www.ShastaLily.org
It’s 2018. Really? I was just getting in gear with 2017. Now I must
start over? Well, I don’t know. I may continue to write 2017 on my
checks—either deliberately or accidentally.
Post holidays, I tend to slip into the doldrums. You probably know
the feeling too. You’ve wrapped so many presents and cooked so many
meals. You’ve spent so many hours creating homemade gifts that you
have hit a wall—maybe even literally.
My friend Charlotte made quilts for all of her grandchildren, but she
did not start until November. I heard that totaled nine. I haven’t seen
her for a while, so I hope that doesn’t mean that she is lying unconscious
under her sewing machine clutching quilt top number nine. I could
probably write lyrics for that.
But let’s talk about beginnings, much as I am loathe to face 2018
head on. After all, we must begin somewhere/sometime.
Take, for example, the free PDF download pattern by Christa Davis
featured in her latest email post. The quilt is called Modern Puzzle. It’s
an intriguing pattern. I like it. You can find the pattern at
christaquilts.com. (See photo at left on Page 6.)
By the way, I still do not understand the distinction between Modern
and Traditional quilting. I capitalize both deliberately. I know the
definition of Modern quilting. In my mind Traditional quilters embrace
creativity and color and negative
space as much as their Modern
counterparts. I see those Traditional
quilters all around me. What’s the
big deal?
So what else qualifies as a
beginning? Let’s see what we can
find at Weston’s, my favorite quilt
shop, located conveniently in Mt.
Shasta. Be sure to sign up on
Mickey’s email list to receive
updates, newsletters, and flash sale
notices. Mickey has new batiks arriving every few days, several
stunning digital print offerings, some lovely Moda peony fabrics
designed by Robin Pickens, and the Woof Woof Meow Dog and Cat
Panels to sew stuffed animals/dolls. That way you can begin a new
project (even if you have not actually ended another one.)
For another beginning, learning a new-to-you technique could start
2018 off on a positive foot. There. I said it—2018. For me it would be
achieving a decent all-machine binding for Linus quilts or other comfort
quilts. I’ve got a block on this. My friend Diana says that Bernina has a
binding foot for that. I don’t have a Bernina. Just pick what you want to
learn and go for it! This might be as simple as getting some advice from
a quilt shop or perhaps buying a new tool.
So I guess there is something to say for beginnings, even the
beginning of 2018. Well, just maybe. Welcome to 2018! �

“Every new beginning comes from some other beginning’s end.”
–Seneca

PAGE 7

“January Along the Backroads”

Photo of a nice drift boat on the Smith River, Hiouchi, California.

“When old Winter puts his blank face to the glass,
I shall close all my shutters, pull the curtains tight,
And build me stately palaces by candlelight.”
–Charles Baudelaire

January ushers in the holiday hangover. Christmas started with
Halloween clear back in October. November brought
Thanksgiving with Christmas still tagging along. And finally, in
December Christmas arrived as heralded by all the stores since
October. January hits with New Year’s Day and another, different
kind of hangover for many revelers.
Now the quiet calm of January descends along the Backroads.
Lots of folks start a fire, get a good book and settle in for the cold
dark nights of winter. That works for me as I love to read. It seems
January and February are the best months for guilt free reading.
Check out Gail Jenner’s newest release, Sourdough Biscuits and
Pioneer Pies: The Old West Baking Book. (See ad bottom of Page
9.)
There are few winter time chores unless you have animals, in
that case, you continue to work your behind off in the cold and
dark taking care of the critters you love. I spent a couple of
winters feeding cattle. I admire and respect the ranchers and
farmers in our communities who tend their animals throughout the
year. You are the cornerstone of our way of life.
For those who don’t have a book to read or animals to feed
there are still plenty of things to do in our Great State of Jefferson
even in the dead of winter. One of my favorites is to spend time on
the Smith River near Crescent City plunking for Steelhead with
friends. The wild fish are some of the largest on the west coast.
You don’t catch a lot of fish but the ones you catch launch straight
into the air when the hook is set. The river is catch and release for
wild fish so once landed and photos carefully taken, the fish is
returned to the river to continue its upstream journey of
procreation. Closer to Yreka, the Klamath River is well known for
the numbers of smaller Steelhead eager to meet you. Great fishing
guides are found locally and on the Smith River. Pick one and let
them introduce you to our backroads fisheries.
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Backroads Adventures
Continued from Page 8

For those who want to fly down snowy mountains on sticks,
Mount Shasta Ski Park is just outside the town of Mount Shasta
and the Mt. Ashland Ski Area between Yreka and Ashland are just
the places to test your skill and bravado. Easy access off of
Interstate 5, small crowds and great snow make both of these ski
parks pleasurable places to spend the day in the snow. Cross
country skiers and those who love to wear themselves out on
snowshoes can head to Etna Summit or Callahan Summit to test
their skills. In my book, both these activities are just plain work. I
am lazy and like to stay warm and dry. My preference when
heading to Etna and Scott Valley would be to hit one of the
eateries quickly gaining a reputation for good food and libations in
Etna. Paystreak Brewing is known for its great beer, food, friendly
owners and atmosphere. Denny Bar Co. is a new distillery and
restaurant that has been months in the preparation process for a
January 2018 opening. Premium Vodka, Premium Gin and Small
Batch Bourbon Whiskey will be featured. For those looking for a
homestyle diner, Bob’s Ranch House also calls Etna home.
One other place I would mention for a January outing would
be the Lower Klamath and Tulelake National Wildlife Areas.
These refuges are located in eastern Siskiyou County. Although
the majority of waterfowl have migrated further to the south, some
birds will winter in this area. In turn, Bald Eagles in large numbers
will often be found in and around the refuges dining on duck or
goose. If you explore a bit and keep your eyes open you may see
one of the large mule deer bucks that winter in the area.
Our little piece of the Backroads has four distinct seasons.
Enjoy winter and all it has to offer. Eat, drink and be merry for
spring is right around the corner! Hit the Backroads!
I wonder if the snow loves the trees and fields, that it kisses them
so gently? And then it covers them up snug, you know, with a
white quilt; and perhaps it says "Go to sleep, darlings, till the
summer comes again." - Lewis Carroll
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TAWANDA FARMS
As I write this, just before Christmas, we are getting ready to
shear the pregnant ewes in early January… January 5th to be
exact. There is much to do: make sure the shearing floor and
boards are clean; sheets to wrap the fleeces in case they are damp;
food prepared for lunch for the crew; id cards to match the ewe to
her fleece; invitations out to anyone who wants to help. Just this
past week, we evaluated the fleeces on the girls: commercial, hand
spinning, aged out.
We have a core group of friends, mostly hand spinners, who
come to help. They work hard for a whole day. The men who are
here push the ewes into the chute inside the barn so the shearer can
easily catch them. The helpers sweep the shearing floor. They
pick up the fleece and hand it off to some other helper to take to
the skirting table where all of the tags, dirty edges are taken off.
Then they put the identification in a bag with the fleece and the
whole fleece is weighed. It is then carried to another part of the
barn to be transported at a later date to the wool mill to be baled or
sold to other hand spinners.
People ask me why do you shear their warm wool off in the
middle of the winter? The big answer is that it is better for the ewe
and better for the babies if we shear just before lambing. The
babies tend to stay in utero for 1 to 3 or 4 days longer, giving the
baby that much extra growth before birth. Mothering is not
usually a problem with Romneys but if the mother and baby are
cold, they tend to snuggle a little more if the mom is without wool.
Then, without all that wool, the babies can find the nursing
mechanism much easier. All in all everyone benefits.
Romney fleeces are beautiful and one of the easiest to spin.
They are wonderful for a new spinner just learning to spin. Most
of our fleeces are baled and sent to a woman who has them spun
into a breed specific yarn, Heirloom Romney. That is where about
85% of the clip is sent. The other 15% is skirted, picked clean and
sold to hand spinners around the country. We all work hard, but
we have so much fun. Tawanda Farms is so grateful for the
people who come every year. They are THE BEST! You know
who you are. �
Photo Above Left submitted by Tawanda Farms.

Volunteers Needed
for the Dorris Volunteer Fire
Department and Butte Valley
Volunteer Fire Department.
Want to learn how to become a
firefighter and serve your
community? Training is provided
and is free!
Prospective Firefighters or for
info please call: Mike Craddock
at (503) 931-5283
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Scott Valley Theatre Co.

January 12-14, 2018
Grand Opening - Denny Bar Co.
Etna, California
See Pages 4-5 for more info…
February 10-11, 2018
4 Course Dinner & Wine Pairing.
Special Dining Event at Bob’s Ranch House,
Etna, California. See Page 14 for more info…
February 17, 2018
Sons of Italy Crab Dinner in Weed, California
See Page 27 for all the info…
March 24-25, 2018
Siskiyou Sportsmens Expo
Yreka, CA - Call (530) 842-2767 for info…

Avery Memorial Theatre

See Upcoming Quilting Events on Pages 6-7…

430 Main Street - Etna, CA 96027
(530) 598-0989
www.scottvalleytheatrecompany.org
Call or check website for More Information.

RMEF Upcoming
Big Game Banquets
State of Jefferson Region

Here is another of
Local Author Gail Jenner’s
amazing literary
projects.

Location

Date

Contact Phone

Lakeview, OR
Redding, CA
Gold Beach, OR
Chico, CA
Klamath Falls, OR
Grants Pass, OR
Medford, OR
Weaverville, CA
Alturas, CA

1/27/2018
2/10/2018
2/10/2018
2/17/2018
2/24/2018
3/31/2018
4/28/2018
4/14/2018
5/12/2018

(541) 947-5065
(530) 226-3344
(541) 373-0689
(530) 693-0845
(541) 331-1331
(541) 660-8822
(541) 878-3699
(530) 515-3321
(530) 233-9219

Call 800-225-5355 for more information.
www.RMEF.org

www.GailJenner.com
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DISCOVERING THE
STATE OF JEFFERSON
By Gail Jenner - Enjoy another new story of the
many historical towns and unique realms which
can be found scattered about The State of Jefferson.

“Some Firsts in Trinity County, California”
WE SUPPORT ALL OUR HONORED
LAW ENFORCEMENT HEROES.

Please let us know what we
can ALL do to be of assistance to YOU.
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With the ‘FIRST’ of every January, we celebrate a new year,
and for many of us, it is the day we begin over – or at least a second
chance to start over, in other words, a new ‘FIRST.’
In celebration of ‘firsts’, I found these interesting tidbits of
‘FIRST’ events in Trinity County history.....
In 1850, Mrs. Walton reputedly became the first white woman
and lady miner in Trinity County. In 1852, Mrs. Henrietta Ewing,
was the first white woman to settle in Hayfork Valley, but was the
second in the county.
In 1851, the first sermon was preached in Trinity County by the
Methodist preacher, Reverend Hill. And in 1852-53, the Chinese
Joss Hose was built on Chimney Point in Weaverville. This was
actually the first permanent house of worship in Trinity County.
Unfortunately, the Temple of the Clouds and Forest was destroyed
by fire June 28, 1873, and had to be rebuilt.
In 1852, William Spencer Lowden built the first mule bridge
over Trinity River, near Lewiston. Also in 1858, on June 7, the first
telegraph line was completed, linking Weaverville, Shasta, Trinity
Center, and Yreka.
The first apple was reportedly raised by R. C. Dungey, Esquire,
who plucked it out of his garden on Taylor Street in July 1857. It
was noted that Dungey would be harvesting a large quantity of
apples AND peaches in the fall.
The first stage arrived in Weaverville on April 29, 1858.
William Lawrence, the driver, arrived at 5:00 p.m. sharp. The local
agent for the California Stage Company was Frank Wheeler; the
‘general agent’ was Sam Hanson.
The first freight wagon/teams arrived the next month, on May
10, 1858. Two-horse teams were driven by John Lytle and S. W.
Allen, and a four-mule team was driven by Thomas F. Sargent.
Between them they hauled in four thousands pounds of freight. A
six-mule team was driven by J. C. Tyner, who alone hauled in four
thousand three hundred pounds of freight.

Discovering The State of Jefferson
Continued from Page 12

Other firsts included:
The first “big flood” occurred in 1861. It took out flumes and water
wheels; as a result, many miners left for other areas rather than rebuild.
Of course, floods and fires were major disasters for the early pioneers
and their prevention was a difficult task. Early disastrous fires included
those that occurred in 1853, 1855, 1863, early 1870s, 1897, and 1905.
In 1870, the first “giant” – used in hydraulic mining – was brought
to Trinity County. Hydraulic mining began at Douglas City, according
to the Trinity Journal, February 19, 1870. By 1873, hydraulic mining
was being conducted throughout Trinity County. The first dredger
arrived in 1896 by the Kise Bros. at Lewiston, as noted in the Trinity
Journal, of August 17, 1898.
The first bicycle into Trinity County was 1894; many at this time
simply labeled the bicycle as “wheels” or “wheelers.” The first
automobile arrived on a Sunday evening, as reported in the Journal, July
13, 1901: “Last Sunday evening the first automobile ever used or seen in
Northern California came ‘skyhooting’ up Main Street at a 2:40 clip and
after making a few graceful turns stopped in front of the Union Hotel,
amid cheers of the large crowd assembled. The reception was a hearty
one and neither sex nor race was barred. Among those present was a
‘Chinaman’ whose eyes fairly hung on his cheeks as the machine made
its graceful evolutions. It was too much for him, and he hurried back to
Chinatown.”
In 1878, Weaverville's two-story grammar school was built, coming
in at a cost of $5,850.The first high school was built in 1911.
The first county fair in Trinity County took place in 1921. And the
first state highway to reach into the county was in 1925; such a first was
of significant importance and value to the people of the county as it
made travel easier and accessible.
In 1926 the radio came to Trinity County. Again, this was an
important event as it meant communication could take place between
counties as well as up and down the state and over state lines. Finally,
the first plane arrived in 1929, an event that certainly propelled Trinity
County into the Twentieth Century. �

Come to Wildwood Crossing for DELICIOUS
Hot & Cold Drinks and some of the YUMMIEST
Homemade Goodies in the entire REGION!!

Bob’s Ranch House
Restaurant
Beer & Wine
Catering
Banquet Room
Holiday Parties
Prime Rib Friday and Saturday Evenings
- Family Atmosphere
- Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner
- Famous Homemade Pies

585 Collier Way
Etna, CA 96027
(530) 467-5787

Live Music Wednesday Evenings!

Volunteers for the Gazelle Fire Department and Auxilliary.
Want to learn how to become a firefighter and serve your
community? Training is provided and is free!
Prospective Firefighters or for info please call:
John or Linda Elsnab (925) 918-0516
or Darrell Parham (530) 905-2595
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�

�

4 Course Dinner
& Wine Pairing
Saturday and Sunday
February 10-11, 2018
Call asap to Make Reservations for
the Two Seating Times of 5pm or 7pm
Cost is $70 per couple (or 2-persons)
�

Delicious Menu:
�
�
�
�

�

�

Heirloom Tomatoes & Goat Cheese Salad
Bacon Wrapped Scallops
Pan Seared Duck Breast with Rissoto
Crème Brulee

Wines: California Chardonnay, Pinot Grigio
and a blended Cabernet Sauvignon

�

� Special Dining Event at Bob’s Ranch House, Etna, California (530) 467-5787 �
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DUNSMUIR RAILROAD DEPOT HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS
LOOKING BACK AT 2017 DUNSMUIR MUSEUM

Delicious Charbroiled Burgers
Fries & Great Shakes!
Smoked BBQ Pulled Pork
& Philly Cheesesteaks!
Pet-Friendly Patio Dining
Dine In or Take Out

Please Call Ahead
For
Winter Hours
5942 Dunsmuir Avenue
Dunsmuir, California
(530) 235-2902

The Dunsmuir Museum had over 500 visitors last year from across the United States
and a number of countries. Visitors were interested in the town's rich railroad history and
also wanted to tell their Dunsmuir stories. Thanks to sixteen Dunsmuir Railroad Depot
Historical Society members, the Museum was open the 1st and 3rd Saturdays from 10-2.
Should you wish to help staff the Museum, please contact us at www.dunsmuirdepot.com
Last year the Museum reopened April 1st with bunting surrounding the Museum and
the Amtrak Depot. Featured in the Railroad Display Room was the 1886-1986 Dunsmuir
Pharmacies display. The 9th Annual PIE SOCIAL in May was another success thanks to
57 bakers who baked 41 kinds of pies for a total of 132 pies! In addition, three Pie Crust
Classes were held. The Museum was open during June's RAILROAD DAYS three day
event. Union Pacific displayed ex-SP rail cars from an old fire train used in the mountains
and showed how the water cannon fought fires! Pat O'Connor, a former Dunsmuir teacher,
led three Road Scholar groups in June and July (consisting of grandparents and
grandchildren) through the Museum. October's ticket drawing saw Melanie Brannigan
winning a lovely donated quilt. The Museum then closed for the winter months on
October 21st.
The volunteers of the Shasta Division Archives continue to sort and arrange Station
Names files. Photos, negatives, and maps were scanned and identified. Three research
requests were completed. The archives email address is shastadivision@snowcrest.net
Membership in the Dunsmuir Railroad Depot Historical Society is $20 a year which
supports the Dunsmuir Museum and Dunsmuir Depot (the only Siskiyou County stop);
your check may be sent to the Depot Society, P O Box 324, Dunsmuir CA 96025.
See you April 7th, 2018 when the Dunsmuir Museum reopens.

Dunsmuir Museum
Located at the
Amtrak Depot
Corner of Pine
& Sacramento
Dunsmuir, Ca
For Info:
Visit Our Website
www.dunsmuirdepot.com

Revisit the past in this historic railroad town. Come
visit our Museum and Railroad Display Room from
April through October, every 1st and 3rd Saturday
from 10am to 2pm.
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One BADASS Musher!!
“December 8, 2017 Run” by April Cox
Today's run with the dogs was not a long one as the temps
were a bit warmer than they had been... but certainly not too
warm to not go out.. I was harnessing my team, I had 4 dogs left
(my leaders and swing dogs) when suddenly all of them and the
rest of the yard were going BONKERS! Not because we were
getting ready to run, but because SOMETHING had passed by
the backside of the yard. I have no idea what it was (I did look
but I am not as keen as the dogs are, though many times I wish I
were)... I did not see anything. It wasn't deer or any normal
wildlife as they don't act like this with those. I finally got them
refocused (sort of) to getting harnessed to run. I proceeded to
hook them up. I had one dog left out of the twelve when I looked
up just in time to see Convict chomp his neckline! URGH! He
hasn't done that since I first started running him about 3 years
ago. I hooked up the last dog, grabbed a spare neckline, attached
it to Convict and the gangline and headed up to open the gate. I
could tell that the team dogs were still looking for whatever it
was that had passed by. As I got on the quad, I prepared myself
for the possibility that we might be going off-roading.... This
might be a bumpy ride...
Fortunately, for me and whatever was out there, the dogs
went down the trail, but way faster than our usual take-offs. As
we rounded the bend to go back up past the horse pasture and
down the driveway, I could see them looking around, hoping for
a glimpse of the visitor... I am sure they knew what it was.... or
maybe they didn't and that is why they were so crazy!..… That
was just the beginning of our run today!

The energy and excitement kept my team going as we
cruised at a pretty good pace up through the draw. I figured
Hugo’s team wasn’t too far behind us as some of the dogs
would look behind us periodically. His dogs are a bit faster
than mine and usually they catch up by the time we get to the
gate, or sometime thereafter. We continued up the hill at a
pretty good speed. I turned them left to a little side route we
use and ran them on up to the top of the hill. I love having a
variety of routes to use to change things up here and there as it
can be a little monotonous using the same trails over and over.
As we got to the top I was trying to decide where I was
going to take them from there. Instead of going to the left and
on down the other side of the hill, I turned them slightly to the
right and went along the ridgeline. When we
go this way, we are usually going to go over
and down another hill and from there we can

CHIROPRACTIC

DONALD G. HILL. D.C.
106 Ranch Lane
Yreka, CA 96097
(530) 842-6500
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One Badass Musher!!
Continued from Page 16

go over to another set of trails, or down a little path we call Christmas
Tree lane. But instead, today, I took them only a short distance and
turned them around using a small loop. We headed back the way we
had just come from. The dogs flew around the turns and shot off like
rockets! As we topped a small hill I suddenly knew why!
There was Hugo and his team, hot on our heels. He had just
stopped his team to water them. I stopped mine for a second and then
took them past his team. I stopped for a minute to say hi and see what
he was planning. He said he was going to just go over to Christmas
Tree lane and head home. I decided since it was a little warm (high
30’s) that I would do the same. So I told him I was going to go over to
the usual turn around and then follow him on home.
I took my team back up to another small loop and turned them
around. But instead of going all the way back to Hugo and his team, I
stopped mine just out of sight. I offered my dogs some water, but they
were more interested in why we stopped back there. We could easily
hear the other team dogs barking to go. Soon they left and mine wanted
to go too… I made them wait a few more minutes. Then picked up the
dishes and off we went…. The dogs were now in race mode, hell bent
to catch the other team!
We flew along the ridgeline and around the corners. As we neared
the top of the descent I stopped them, put the quad in neutral and let
them go. We flew down the hill! The few inches of snow made it a
much smoother ride than normal. Down Christmas Tree Lane we went.
I love that trail! We crossed the road and entered the draw, or as we call
it, the canyon. This section is always chilly. You could be warm up on
top of the hill, but I guarantee that you will get cold coming down
through here. I got the team to a spot to stop for a minute. Just a short
break and they wanted to go again. This time I shut the motor off and
with the quad still in neutral we flew down through the canyon all the
way to the forest gate. NOW THAT IS A THRILL RIDE! We were
hitting speeds of 15 mph and more! WAHOOO!
I shut the gate, put the quad back in gear, started it up and off we
went again, just 2.5 miles to home. The dogs were very excited and I
figured that maybe we weren’t very far behind Hugo and his team.
We quickly reached the driveway and my dogs loped up the steep
hill (I can barely walk up it). We went past the trucks, past the horses
and on around. I didn’t see Hugo’s team in the yard so I figured he was
out back coming up to the gate. I got to the gate and no sign of Hugo.
As I was opening the gate, I suddenly heard dogs barking, behind
me…. WHAT THE HECK? I turned around and there was the other
team, behind us… How did I get in front of him? Then I realized he had
went past the drive and up to another little loop we do. LOL. Well he
needs to go in the yard ahead of me and once inside there isn’t much
room for passing. So, I quickly grabbed my leaders and took them off
to the left to our side trail that I mostly use to go over and feed the
horses after unhooking my team. I got them straightened out and went
back to the quad. I gave them a little, “Lets go!” and we took off. My
intent was to take them over toward the horses, turn left and loop back
around to the gate. My leaders were fully ready to go to the right and
back down the driveway… LOL….. I love it! I told them, “No, HAW!”
They did and we made it around and into the yard to unhook.
WHAT A FUN RUN!
(Photos on Pages 16-17 by April Cox.)

Sierra Nevada Dog Drivers

☺
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Our Historic State of Jefferson Regional Map
A Brief History of The State of Jefferson

19 COUNTIES IN SOUTHERN OREGON AND
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA THAT MAKE UP
OUR STATE OF JEFFERSON REGION

Coos

Douglas

Curry
Klamath

Jackson

Josephine

Lake

Oregon

Siskiyou
Humboldt
Shasta
Trinity

Tehama

Mendocino
Glenn

Butte

UNITED WE

STAND
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Today’s State of Jefferson refers to portions of
Southern Oregon and Northern California. Originally
this region represented the "second half" or
"northern mines" of the famous gold rush of 1849-50,
but it never received the kind of historical reference
that the Sierra Mother Lode did, even though it
contributed as much, if not more, to the coffers of the
two states. Moreover, the region was easily
overlooked after the gold rush, since it continued to
be less populated and more rural than the remainder
of the two states.
Because the people who have
settled along the northern boundary of
California and the southern boundary of
Oregon have always been of an
independent nature, it seems fitting that
this region has attempted, on numerous
occasions, to create a new state, not just
in name or principle, but in reality as well.

The principle is not a new one, however, but
has its roots in the area’s history. In 1852, a bill to
create a new state died in committee. On Dec. 19,
1853, THE DAILY ALTA OF CALIFORNIA of San
Francisco suggested that Northern California and
Southern Oregon could both benefit if a ‘new state’
Modoc
could be created. Some suggested it be called
‘Klamath.’ Others suggested the name "Jackson."
At a meeting held on January 7, 1854, in
Jacksonville,
Oregon, Lafayette F. Mosher spoke
Lassen
about a state of ‘Jackson.’ Unfortunately, as the
son-in-law of General Lane, with well-known
pro-slavery and anti-Indian beliefs, the proposed
state’s identity was tainted by prejudice and
unfounded fear.
In 1854-55, the State Assembly tried to split
California into three states: "Shasta" to the north,
"Colorado" in the middle, and "California" to the
south. But the Senate let the bill lapse. In 1877-78,
some again pushed for "Shasta" in the north, but
the U. S. Congress vetoed the proposal.
Plumas
By the fall of 1941, most communities in
and around the region were behind the idea of
secession. In a contest held by the Siskiyou Daily
News, the name "State of Jefferson" was officially
born.
Several Oregon and California counties joined in. In order to garner
attention, a protest was staged along Highway 99 near Yreka. Members of
Yreka’s 20-30 Club stopped cars and passed out a declaration and pledged to
secede every Thursday until the State of Jefferson became recognized as a
state.
The movement gained momentum and Stanton Delaplane won the Pulitzer
Prize writing about the conditions leading up to The State of Jefferson’s "official"
secession. A gubernatorial race was held, complete with a parade and
speeches and even a dancing bear, but then, on December 7th, 1941, the
bombing of Pearl Harbor took precedence over the region’s rebellion.
Even today, the dream lives on for this unrealized, some might even say,
mystical State of Jefferson. With majestic Mt. Shasta at its heart, and the
Cascades forming its backbone, the region’s wild rivers and rugged peaks both
isolate and, at times, insulate its residents from the more populated outside
world. Ranching, mining and logging have been its traditional source of wealth,
but now recreation and tourism compete as major industries.
But it’s the people who reside here that make the greatest contribution to
the character of this region we call The State of Jefferson. �

California

Del
Norte

Written by Gail Jenner

Discover the Adventure Side of The State of Jefferson Region!

LOCAL RADIO
CAL TRANS
Road
Conditions
AM 1610
OR CALL
1-800-427-7623
Oregon Road
Conditions
1-800-977-6368
KSYC FM 103.9
Yreka, CA
Country & Rock
KSIZ FM 102.3
Yreka, CA
Classic Rock

MAKE A POSITIVE

DIFFERENCE.

KESR FM 107.1
BOB FM
Redding, CA
KZRO FM 100.1
Mt. Shasta, CA
Classic Rock
KTHU FM 100.7
Chico, CA
Thunderheads
Classic Rock
KBOY FM 95.7
Grants Pass, OR
Classic Rock
KSJK AM 1230
KSYC AM 1490
Jefferson
Public Radio
News & Info
KLAD FM 92.5
Klamath Falls, OR
Country
KRDG 105.3
Redding, CA
CLASSIC HITS

Rockin the
Backroads!!
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WE HONOR ALL OUR AMAZING VETERANS & SENIOR CITIZENS
WE BACK
OUR BLUE
On Call 24-Hours 7 Days a Week
- Oxygen
- Lift Chairs
- Wheel Chairs
- Hospital Beds
- Walkers
- Sales & Rentals
- Local Service

SENIOR SERVICES
Most Insurances Billed

Scott Valley Respiratory Home Care, Inc. Corporate Office
1714 South Oregon Street - Yreka, CA 96097 - (530) 841-3000

Greenhorn Grange
Yreka, CA (530) 842-0622
Happy Camp Family Resource Center
Happy Camp, CA (530) 493-5117

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT - LOCALLY OWNED

Happy Camp Senior Center
Happy Camp, CA (530) 493-2508

Veterans Services & Benefits Include:
Compensation/Disability
Medical/Healthcare
Educational benefits
Home Loan Eligibility

Pension/Aid & Attendance
Vocational Rehabilitation
Burial/Death benefits
Obtain Military Records/Medals

Siskiyou County Veterans Service Office
105 E Oberlin Road - Yreka, CA 96097
Phone: (530) 842-8010 Fax: 841-4314
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Madrone Senior Services & Senior Nutrition
Yreka, CA (530) 842-3907 or 841-2365
Meals on Wheels and Veteran’s Services
Dorris, CA (530) 397-2273
Mt. Shasta Senior Nutrition
Mt. Shasta, CA (530) 926-4611
Scott Valley Community Lunch Program
Valley Oaks Senior Center: 468-2904
Etna United Methodist Church: 467-3612
Scott Valley Family Resources: 468-2450
Scott Valley Berean Church: 467-3715

Your home away from
home in Butte Valley.
Hunting, fishing,
hiking, birding and
much more!
Call (530) 398-4631 or
email:
williams@cot.net

"100% Local. 100% Yours."
www.mypcfcu.org
(530)397-2710 or
1-800-570-0265

Producing Quality Horse,
Organic & Feed Hay
in Butte Valley, California
Call Mark at (925) 321-0443

The old hospital in Dorris is a B&B.
We cater to Squeak Hunters!
Room Rates start at $62.50.
Call 530-397-2097
to book your stay

Main Street, Dorris/Fuel
530-397-7697
24/7 Towing 530-397-2701
Main Office 530-938-1110

Delicious Food Prepared with
Love. Located on Hwy. 97 across
from the Giant American flag
in Dorris. 530-397-5493
Catering Available.

Discount Liquor & Tobacco, case
pricing, Mini-mart, Hot
Sandwiches. Open 7 days a
week. Highway 97, Dorris
(530) 397-7466

A network of 5 small health
centers for access to TOTAL
health care. In Butte Valley
Call 530-397-8411.
www.mtnvalleyhc.org

Local Telephone Service,
DSL & Wireless Internet, Life
Line Services - (530) 397-2211

Visit Dorris, California, just 3 miles south of the Oregon border on Hwy. 97.
Check out the Chamber of Commerce website: www.bvcc.biz for more information.
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Northern Klamath County
Oregon History & Events
By John C. Driscoll
Johncdriscoll1068@gmailcom

“Gilchrist Mill Pond”

RON’S
Furniture & Appliance
Owners Ron & Dixie Cervelli

212 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd.
Mt. Shasta, CA 96067
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(530) 926-0280
FAX 926-0283

The Gilchrist Mill, located to the west of Highway 97, is
one of Gilchrist’s most scenic features. In addition to its mill pond
function, it has been used for fishing, swimming, swimming
lessons, sailing and, along the shores on its south end, bird
hunting. Gilchrist’s history begins with the mill pond. A geologic
feature that is relatively uncommon on the upper Little Deschutes,
(a narrow canyon with substantial rock wall), determined the
location for the dam which, in turn, is what decided the location of
the mill pond and, in consequence thereof, that of the town and the
mill.
The history of the mill pond begins in 1919 when Frank
Dushau reported on the site to Ralph Gilchrist. Negotiations to
purchase the site stretched over more than fifteen years. Dr.
Winnard, the owner of the mill pond’s location, appreciated the site’s
unique characteristics. A preliminary sketch of the millpond was
sent to Frank W. Gilchrist by B. V. Wright with a letter dated
December 12, 1936. The pond was seventeen feet at its deepest point
which was at the dam. The pond covers 50 acres and approximately
3,000 feet long. The embankment for the Klamath Northern
Railroad, located on the pond’s west side, does additional duty as a
levee. Some filling was required on the northwest end of the bank
where the mill is located. In the letter, dated December 12, 1936,
B. V. Wright described having to clear trees in order to establish the
site lines he needed to survey the site for the millpond.
The Gilchrist Timber Company awarded a $19,168.00
contract to build the dam and millpond to Kern & Kibbe. No price
was included for the cost of the grouting, since it was impossible to
determine the magnitude of the grouting work until the
construction of the dam commenced. Kern & Kibbe dispatched
their equipment to Gilchrist, Oregon, on August 3, 1937. Their
employees began arriving on the jobsite on August 5, 1937. A
separate contract was entered into for the clearing the millpond site
of timber, brush, and stumps. The
cost for clearing each acre of the
millpond’s 50-acre area, including
removal of the stumps, varied from
$70 to $80 an acre. Prior to the
beginning of October 1937, Ora F.
Blay of Crescent entered into a
contract for $1,1888 to clear
the mill pond’s
bottom.

Northern Klamath County Oregon History & Events
Continued from Page 22

October 26, 1937 B. V. Wright wrote a letter to F. W.
Gilchrist in which he reported:
I have a call from Mr. Applewhite this morning telling me
that the foundation for the other section of the dam is in shape
now for final inspection which I understand to mean that Kern &
Kibbe have dug down to a solid rock foundation and that all they
have to do now is clear off and wash the rubbish away from the
foundation and start pouring concrete.
I am going over early in the morning and take the
engineer for a final inspection. This I understand to mean that
there is no reason why the dam will not be completed within a
very short time now.
The winter of 1937-1938 was very mild. Highs for half the
days that winter were in the 40s or 50s. Construction work, because
of the mild weather, continued through the winter.
By the August of 1939, when the mill commenced
operation, Gilchrist Timber Company had spent in excess of
$2 million building its mill, dam, mill pond, railroad, and town. It
was the largest construction project undertaken by the productive
sector in Oregon during 1938 and 1939. The location of every
other aspect of the project was determined by the location of the
dam and the mill pond. �

Photos submitted by John Driscoll:
(1) Above top: Front of Gilchrist Mill Pond dam, 1937.
(2) Above: Gilchrist Pond, 1939.
(3) Below, left: mill seen from south of the pond, recent.

BNG FINISH PRODUCTS
Custom Cabinets, Caskets & Furniture
P.O. Box 356
Etna, CA 96027

(530) 598-8518
CA Lic #914432
www.BNGFinish.com
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Every Monday 630pm Paystreak Brewing Menu & News
PASS THE MIC
OPEN DAILY 11am-10pm

Paystreak Brewing
449 Main Street - Etna, California 96027
(530) 467-BEER (2337)
Check out our Facebook
page for Info & Events!

Visit the

John Lisle
(530) 842-3989
308 W. Miner Street - Yreka, Ca
Expert Cuts - Fades - Flat Tops
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Paystreak Brewing Menu & News

DAILY SPECIALS! NEW DEEP FRIED MENU COMING SOON!
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Map of Siskiyou County in Extreme Northern California

McCloud
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BREAKFAST � LUNCH � DINNER � COCKTAILS � CATERING

Thank You for Voting Lilys
BEST Fine Dining, BEST Sushi &
BEST Desserts in South Siskiyou County!
Proudly Serving Our Community for 21 Years…

WEEKLY SPECIALS:
MONDAY DINNER
Black Angus
Choice
Prime Rib

WEDNESDAY DINNER
Fresh
Hand Rolled
Sushi

FRIDAY LUNCH & DINNER
Wild Caught
Alaskan Cod
Fish & Chips

Lilys Restaurant
1013 South Mt. Shasta Blvd. - Mt. Shasta, California 96067
www.LilysRestaurant.com
(530) 926-3372
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Call for reservations. Open 7 days a week.
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Welcome to River City RV
located in Southern Oregon
in the beautiful river town of
Grants Pass. Located only 30
minutes from Medford, we
are a family-owned, full-service
RV dealer. Parts, Service &
Sales. We offer a large inventory
of new & previously owned RV's.

WE DO MORE
1581 Redwood Avenue
Grants Pass, OR 97527
541-472-4999
800-359-6331
www.RiverCityRV.com
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WINTER
TIRE SALE
GOING ON NOW!
Les Schwab Tire Center
1508 Fairlane Road - Yreka, California 96097
(530) 842-6035
www.LesSchwab.com

A FEW REGIONAL BREWERIES & DISTILLERIES
Coos County, Oregon

Jackson County, Oregon

7 Devils Brewing Co.

Curry County, Oregon
Arch Rock Brewing Co.
Chetco Brewing
Misty Mountain Brewing
Superfly Distilling Company

Douglas County, Oregon
Backside Brewing
Draper Brewing
Lookinglass Brewery
McMenamins Roseburg
Station Pub & Brewery
Old 99 Brewing Co.
Two Shy Brewing
Wild River Brewing & Pizza Company

Butte County, California

BricktownE Brewing Company
Caldera Brewing Co.
Immortal Spirits Distillery
Opposition Brewing Co.
Portal Brewing Co.
Rusty Bucket Brewing
Southern Oregon Brewing Co.
Standing Stone Brewing Co.
Swing Tree Brewing Company
Walkabout Brewing Company
Wild River Brewing & Pizza Co.

Feather River Brewing Co.
Miner’s Alley Brewing Company
Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.

Del Norte County, California
Port O’Pints Brewing Company
SeaQuake Brewing

Humboldt County, California
Eel River Brewing Company
Lost Coast Brewery
Mad River Brewing
Redwood Curtain Brewing Company
Six Rivers Brewery

Josephine County, Oregon
Conner Fields Brewing
Griess Family Brewing
Wild River Brewing & Pizza Co.

Lassen County, California
Lassen Ale Works

Klamath County, Oregon
Klamath Basin Brewing Co.
Mia & Pia’s Pizzeria & Brewhouse

Mendocino County, California
Anderson Valley Brewing Company
Butte Creek Brewing
Mendocino Brewing Company
North Coast Brewing Company
Ukiah Brewing Company

Plumas County, California
The Brewing Lair

Shasta County, California
Fall River Brewing Company
Wildcard Brewing Co.
Woody’s Brewing Co.

Siskiyou County, California
Denny Bar Co. Distillery
Dunsmuir Brewery Works
Etna Brewing Co.
Mt. Shasta Brewing Co.
Paystreak Brewing
Siskiyou Brew Works
The Old Mill Distillery

OPEN DAILY 11am-10pm

Let’em Know
You Found Them in
Jefferson Backroads!

Siskiyou Brew Works
Paystreak Brewing
449 Main Street - Etna, California 96027
(530) 467-BEER (2337)
Check out our Facebook
page for Info & Events!

Patric and Susan Brush
Owners
110 Squaw Valley Road
McCloud, CA 96057
(530) 925-5894

Follow us on Facebook

McCloud, California

