Discover the Adventure Side of The State of Jefferson Region!

LOCAL RADIO
CAL TRANS
Road
Conditions
AM 1610
OR CALL
1-800-427-7623
Oregon Road
Conditions
1-800-977-6368
KSYC FM 103.9
Yreka, CA
Country & Rock
KSIZ FM 102.3
Yreka, CA
Classic Rock

JOE FARIS REAL ESTATE
Joe Faris

300 N. Main Street
Yreka, CA 95097
(530) 598-4020
JoeFaris@hotmail.com

KESR FM 107.1
BOB FM
Redding, CA

Owner/Broker
License #01721387
Your Friend
in Real Estate.

KZRO FM 100.1
Mt. Shasta, CA
Classic Rock
KTHU FM 100.7
Chico, CA
Thunderheads
Classic Rock

Kimball’s
Auto Body & Paint
Brett Kimball, Owner
108 Davis Road Yreka, CA 96097 - (530) 842-9484

MAKE A POSITIVE

DIFFERENCE.

KBOY FM 95.7
Grants Pass, OR
Classic Rock
KSJK AM 1230
KSYC AM 1490
Jefferson
Public Radio
News & Info
KLAD FM 92.5
Klamath Falls, OR
Country
KRDG 105.3
Redding, CA
CLASSIC HITS

Rockin the
Backroads!!
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Our Historic State of Jefferson Regional Map
A Brief History of The State of Jefferson

19 COUNTIES IN SOUTHERN OREGON AND
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA THAT MAKE UP
OUR STATE OF JEFFERSON REGION

Coos

Douglas

Curry
Klamath

Jackson

Josephine

Lake

Oregon

Siskiyou
Humboldt
Shasta
Trinity

Tehama

Mendocino
Glenn

Butte

UNITED WE

STAND
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Today’s State of Jefferson refers to portions of
Southern Oregon and Northern California. Originally
this region represented the "second half" or
"northern mines" of the famous gold rush of 1849-50,
but it never received the kind of historical reference
that the Sierra Mother Lode did, even though it
contributed as much, if not more, to the coffers of the
two states. Moreover, the region was easily
overlooked after the gold rush, since it continued to
be less populated and more rural than the remainder
of the two states.
Because the people who have
settled along the northern boundary of
California and the southern boundary of
Oregon have always been of an
independent nature, it seems fitting that
this region has attempted, on numerous
occasions, to create a new state, not just
in name or principle, but in reality as well.

The principle is not a new one, however, but
has its roots in the area’s history. In 1852, a bill to
create a new state died in committee. On Dec. 19,
1853, THE DAILY ALTA OF CALIFORNIA of San
Francisco suggested that Northern California and
Southern Oregon could both benefit if a ‘new state’
Modoc
could be created. Some suggested it be called
‘Klamath.’ Others suggested the name "Jackson."
At a meeting held on January 7, 1854, in
Jacksonville, Oregon, Lafayette F. Mosher spoke
Lassen
about a state of ‘Jackson.’ Unfortunately, as the
son-in-law of General Lane, with well-known
pro-slavery and anti-Indian beliefs, the proposed
state’s identity was tainted by prejudice and
unfounded fear.
In 1854-55, the State Assembly tried to split
California into three states: "Shasta" to the north,
"Colorado" in the middle, and "California" to the
south. But the Senate let the bill lapse. In 1877-78,
some again pushed for "Shasta" in the north, but
the U. S. Congress vetoed the proposal.
Plumas
By the fall of 1941, most communities in
and around the region were behind the idea of
secession. In a contest held by the Siskiyou Daily
News, the name "State of Jefferson" was officially
born.
Several Oregon and California counties joined in. In order to garner
attention, a protest was staged along Highway 99 near Yreka. Members of
Yreka’s 20-30 Club stopped cars and passed out a declaration and pledged to
secede every Thursday until the State of Jefferson became recognized as a
state.
The movement gained momentum and Stanton Delaplane won the Pulitzer
Prize writing about the conditions leading up to The State of Jefferson’s "official"
secession. A gubernatorial race was held, complete with a parade and
speeches and even a dancing bear, but then, on December 7th, 1941, the
bombing of Pearl Harbor took precedence over the region’s rebellion.
Even today, the dream lives on for this unrealized, some might even say,
mystical State of Jefferson. With majestic Mt. Shasta at its heart, and the
Cascades forming its backbone, the region’s wild rivers and rugged peaks both
isolate and, at times, insulate its residents from the more populated outside
world. Ranching, mining and logging have been its traditional source of wealth,
but now recreation and tourism compete as major industries.
But it’s the people who reside here that make the greatest contribution to
the character of this region we call The State of Jefferson. �
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Map of Siskiyou County in Extreme Northern California
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VISIT OUR CALIFORNIA WELCOME CENTER
All the inspiration you need to plan your next excursion in Siskiyou County. Gather your
information, grab a spot on the grass next to the beautiful Klamath River and start planning!

Collier Interpretive & Information Center,
Yreka, California - located at the Junction of Interstate 5
and Highway 96. Stop by for a visit...
Or call us at (530) 475-3814
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DENNY BAR STORY
By Gail L. Jenner
Etna’s Denny Bar Company has been resurrected, and the
business, still under construction, guarantees to be an attractive
and exciting location for locals and visitors.
The brick building recently purchased is located in
downtown Etna. Last known as the Scott Valley Drug Store, the
two-story structure was originally built in 1880 by the Parker
Campbell Company, which sold goods and merchandise to the
miners and settlers of the 1880s.
In 1892, the second story became the site of the first high
school north of Red Bluff, California, with an enrollment of 15
students.
The second floor was also later used for public lectures,
On Call 24-Hours 7 Days a Week
concerts,
entertainment,
as well as rooms for rent. In 1896,
- Oxygen
- Lift Chairs
Campbell sold his interest in the store to A.H. Denny, forming the
- Wheel Chairs
Denny Bar & Parker Co. A.H. Denny was a man of serious vision,
- Hospital Beds
having first entered the mercantile business circa 1866 in Callahan,
- Walkers
- Sales & Rentals
12 miles south of Etna. He also acted as a Wells Fargo agent, a
Most Insurances Billed
- Local Service
Justice of the Peace, and was instrumental in establishing Etna’s first
Scott Valley Respiratory Home Care, Inc. Corporate Office bank as well as the Etna Library and, of course, the Denny Bar
1714 South Oregon Street - Yreka, CA 96097 - (530) 841-3000 Company.
In 1900, the business was incorporated under the name
HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT - LOCALLY OWNED
“Denny Bar Co.” and became part of the first chain of retail stores in
all of California, boasting a total of 9 stores throughout Northern
California. Denny Bar Co. operated its own pack train and
contracted for mail and freight to be transported over the mountains
to the large gold mines located across the area. The building still
704 Highway A12
houses an operational, large walk-in safe that was used by Denny
Grenada, CA 96038
Bar Co. to safeguard gold purchased from the gold miners until
(530) 436-2241
transport could be arranged by Wells Fargo Stage Coach to the
Nutrena & Payback Feeds
nearest banks in Sacramento. It is recorded that the early Denny Bar
Cargill Salt and Now Carrying
Co. traded goods and services for over $1,000,000 when gold was
Diamond Dog Food
less than $30 per ounce.
It was the history of this building that inspired new owners Cole
and Tricia Laustalot and Sparrow and India Tang to
purchase it. “Being able to do something for our
hometown is exciting,” cites Cole enthusiastically.
With work progressing steadily, the partners see this
move as an opportunity for them as well as the
community and county. Denny Bar Co. will operate
as a wood-fire pizza restaurant and a spirits
distillery. It will be a family-friendly eatery as well
as a great attraction for tourists and visitors. They
hope to officially open this fall.

Siskiyou Pellet Mill

Here is Gail Jenner’s
most recent literary
project...
Local Author
www.GailJenner.com
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Photo above left is from 1905. Denny Bar store on left.
Also note the old Etna Hotel (later burned down).
Courtesy Gail L. Jenner Collection. ♦

★

Please turn to Page 17 on the
Jefferson Backroads side to see
Denny Bar Co. Distillery AD.

Discovering
The State of Jefferson
By Gail L. Jenner

BARNS
Barns are historically fascinating. Built on farms
and ranches, they serve many purposes. Although in
Europe and the eastern United States, and
occasionally in the Northwest, barns are often built of
stone or limestone—at least in part—in the Far West
and much of the plains, barns are generally made of
wood. The Abidiah Taylor Barn in Chester County,
Pennsylvania, dates back to between 1724-1744,
making it one of America’s earliest and most unique
barn structures.
Typically barns are classified by their function.
Many were used for both livestock and crop or grain
storage, but many farms used silos or granaries to
house grain rather than barns. In the early days,
milking barns were a common type and even today,
barns once used for milk cows have been adapted to
other uses. Smaller barns are often referred to as
sheds, but sheds are used much like barns; without a
doubt, any storage place on a farm or ranch is of great
value! Sadly many have fallen into
disuse or been abandoned.
Photos Courtesy Gail Jenner.

The “hay track” was a common feature on old barns and
was developed early in the 19th century. Hay was hoisted
high into the barn—a dangerous job—via a series of
pulleys and trolleys that ran along the top of the barn. The
hay was then stored in the upper story of the barn, often
called a hayloft. Trap doors were used to drop hay into the
feeding racks or mangers below. The pitch on this barn
reveals where the hay track extended out of the barn.

State of Jefferson
Locations !!
GRANTS PASS

, OR

MEDFORD, OR

ALLS, OR
KLAMATH F
WILLOWS, CA
GRIDLEY, CA

PARADISE, CA

REDDING, CA

YREKA, CA
Some barns were built to house
teams of horses, thus titled “horse
barns.” Along with stalls for horses,
there was a tack room where the
bridles, collars, saddles, etc, were
kept and, again, hay was often
stored in the upper story. This is a
100+ year old horse barn that
housed a dozen or more work
horses in its day.

Perhaps the most “famous”
of all our local barns is the
State of Jefferson barn
located along Interstate 5 just south of Yreka. The
signage was painted by
Brian Helsaple and others.
Visitors look for this
landmark. Note: It is a great example of a pole barn.

MT. SHASTA, CA

Good
Old Fashioned
Family Food
www.BlackBearDiner.com
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History of Gilchrist, Oregon - Northern Klamath County
“The Gilchrist Dam”
By John C. Driscoll
johncdriscoll1068@gmail.com

Photo from 1938 of back of dam.
Provided by Klamath County Museum.

Call or Email us today if you
would like to place your business
or events on the Pages of Jefferson
Backroads. We positively
Love to share our Local Small Town
Mom & Pop Businesses & Events.
Email: jeffersonbackroads@gmail.com
(530) 640-0100 Thank You!
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Of Gilchrist, Oregon’s major structures the dam is the
oldest and most defining since its location is what determined
why the mill and town are located where they are. The dam
that forms the mill pond determined the location of the mill
and the town. Its location was decided by the rock face to
which it is anchored. During September of 1919 the site was
reported on to Ralph Gilchrist by Frank Dushau.
A preliminary sketch of the millpond was sent to
Frank W. Gilchrist by B. V. Wright with a letter dated
December 12, 1936. The pond was seventeen feet at its
deepest point which was at the dam. The pond covered
50 acres and was 3,000 feet long. The embankment for the
Klamath Northern Railroad, located on the pond’s west side,
did additional duty as a levee. Some filling was required on
the northwest end of the bank where the mill was located.
B. V. Wright described having to clear trees in order to
establish the site lines he needed to survey the site for the
millpond.
The Gilchrist Timber Company awarded the contract to
build the dam for the millpond to Kern & Kibbe. The contract
for the construction of the millpond dam was $19,168 plus the
cost of grouting the rock formation on which the dam was
erected. No price was agreed upon for the cost of the
grouting, since it was impossible to determine the magnitude
of the grouting work until the construction of the dam
commenced. Kern & Kibbe dispatched their equipment to
Gilchrist, Oregon, on August 3, 1937. Their employees began
arriving on the jobsite on August 5, 1937. A separate contract
was entered into for clearing the millpond site of timber,
brush, and stumps. The cost for clearing each acre of the
millpond’s 50-acre area, including removal of the stumps,
varied from $70 to $80 an acre. Projected completion of the
clearing of the pond and most of the mill site was set for
autumn. James Applewhite was responsible for overseeing
the work done by the contractors on the dam and millpond.
During the autumn of 1937 filling cavities found in the
rock formation slowed the dam’s completion. B. V. Wright
was advised in a letter dated September 10, 1937, for Boar &
Cunningham Civil Engineers, that Kern & Kibbe had failed
to explore a cavity found in the foundation rock near the
dam’s center. The civil engineers advised B. V. Wright that
no portion of the dam proper had been poured and that
pouring had been delayed until the extent and number of the
cavities had been determined. They further reported that the
slab for the sluiceway had been poured and that the concrete
for the sluiceway piers had been poured to a sufficient height
that it was now possible to divert water through the sluiceway.
Prior to the beginning of October 1937, Ora F. Blay had
entered into a contract to clear the millpond
site for $1,188. Other sections of the dam’s
foundation was ready for final inspection by
the end of October 1937. The contractor had

History of Gilchrist, Oregon
Continued from Page 32

reached solid rock and was clearing and preparing it for the
pouring of the dam’s concrete. A contract for clearing the site
for the Gilchrist Timber Company’s mill was awarded to J. H.
Haner on October 30,
1937. In the same letter,
he also cautioned Frank W.
Gilchrist that he
anticipated winter weather
threatened to stop James P.
Applewhite’s plans to
conduct a series of tests on
the millpond’s dam to
Delicious Charbroiled Burgers confirm that it would hold
Fries & Great Shakes!
back water. The plans for
Smoked BBQ Pulled Pork
the dam, Frank W.
& Philly Cheesesteaks!
Gilchrist informed B. V.
Wright, included a fish
Pet-Friendly Patio Dining
ladder and that he was to
Dine In or Take Out
test the dam by holding
some water in the
millpond.
Open Mon-Sat 11-8
The dam was completed
Sunday 11-4
before winter set in. The
Gilchrist Mill pond
5942 Dunsmuir Avenue
remains one of Gilchrist’s
Dunsmuir, California
signature features. ♦

Photo Gilchrist Mill and Dam circa 1939.
Provided by Klamath County Museum.

(530) 235-2902

RON’S
Furniture & Appliance

212 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd.
Mt. Shasta, CA 96067

(530) 926-0280
FAX 926-0283

Certified Public Accountant
Management Consultant

Gary P. Allen, CPA
An Accountancy Corporation
gary@gpacpa.com
PO Box 1166
1019 South Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097

(530) 842-1226
Fax (530) 842-7344
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Owners Ron & Dixie Cervelli

MANOR

BED &
BREAKFAST

4 Lovely Guest Accommodations & PCT Hikers Hut.
Full delicious homemade breakfasts & free Wi-Fi.
Escape the City - Come and enjoy our
Beautiful Peaceful Mountains !!
836 Sawyers Bar Road - Etna, California 96027
Call today at (530) 467-3917 or (530) 598-2853
www.alderbrookmanor.com
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Yes Indeedy, this photo
was taken by your humble
Editor from my first ever hot air
balloon flight in Sept 2016 at the
Montague Balloon Fair.
You really gotta attend this event!

Autumn
is on its
WAY!!
It’s my most wonderful time of the year…….

CHIROPRACTIC

Breakfast Every day
Lunch Monday - Friday
& Yummy To-Go Dinners
Steve Hector, Owner
610 So. Mt. Shasta Blvd.
Mt. Shasta, CA 96067
(530) 926-9944
MountShastaPastry.com
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DONALD G. HILL. D.C.
106 Ranch Lane
Yreka, CA 96097
(530) 842-6500

